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CHECK OUT NEW CHILI COOKOFF AND RELAY WINE AND STITCH EVENTS. ALSO, FUN
PICTURES FROM OUR FALL ACTIVITIES
When
NOVEMBER
Thursday, November 10 -7-9PM

What

Where

Wednesday, Nov 16 – 7 PM

Relay Stitch and Relay Town Hall
Wine
RIA General
Relay Town Hall
Meeting
Relay Bookies
Relay Town Hall

Sunday, Nov 20 – 5-7 PM

Covered Dish

TBD

DECEMBER
Wednesday, Dec 21 - 7PM

Relay Bookies

Relay Town Hall

JANUARY
Sunday, January 15 5-7 PM

Covered Dish

Wednesday, January 18 - 7PM

Relay Bookies

Dolores Plitt. 1605 S. Rolling
Road
Relay Town Hall

Sunday, January 29 – 3-5 PM

Chili Cookoff

Relay Town Hall

Monday, Nov 14 - 7:30 PM

Special thanks to Newsletter contributors: Ray Chism, Penny Lemmerman, Ellie Moss, Kathy Plitt, Leah
Lovelace, Frank and Mary Beth Meek, Caroline and Howard Wellman, Sheila Muccio, Kurt Hoffman and
Karen Sampson Hoffman, Mary Hergenhan, Ed Hardester and JP Courneya.
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT:
Greetings fellow Relay residents,

Bill and Faith for over 20 years and now there’s
no one. Relay to me has always been a cast of
characters with everyone playing a part. Bill
certainly had his place in the production called
Life in Relay. We hope you found lasting peace
with your beloved wife Faith.

What a successful start to Fall it’s been in Relay.
Thank you to all those that volunteered to
making Relay come alive these past few weeks.
These fabulous traditions are beginning to take
foothold in Relay again. The volunteers, most
of whom have day jobs, families of their own,
or tend to others; seemingly find the time to
make it all happen. Not sure what motivates
them all I know is that they put smiles on
children’s faces at Relay Day, give our elderly
both near and far time to reconnect during the
Senior Luncheon, or simply for a night of fund
at the Wine & Cheese in our wonderful hall.
Special thanks go out to Penny and Ellie for
organizing Relay Day, Linda and John for Wine
and Cheese and the beautiful Mary Beth for the
Senior Luncheon. We are fortunate to have
such kind neighbors, so please take a minute to
thank them.

RIA GENERAL MEETING – Monday, Nov 14 at
7:30 PM
Please join us at the next community meeting
on Monday evening, November 14 at 7:30 PM
at the Relay Town Hall.
As usual, we will hear neighborhood event
updates, along with information from our new
representatives in Annapolis, perhaps, and our
safety update from Officer Warehime.
COVERED DISH – Sunday, November 20 from
5-7 PM
Upcoming Covered Dish Events
Sunday, November 20- 5-7 PM - TBD
Sunday, January 15 5-7PM– Dolores Plitt, 1605
S. Rolling Road

With those colder days and nights creeping in
reflection begins to settle in and it’s no
different for your Board. The year 2022 was
tremendous. The hall now has a new AC
system, new windows all the while being
financially sound. We would like to thank
Warren at Arctic Air for installing the new ac
system and Kevin Sullivan at HomeRite for the
windows. Both have been great partners in our
success.

It's been a wonderful season of seeing
neighbors at Covered Dish Dinners. Many,
many heartfelt thanks to our hosts.
Thanks to Bob and Lisa Young and Ellie Moss for
hosting wonderful covered dish dinners this
fall.

Looking forward, we still have work in front of
us. With so many new faces in Relay our
biggest task for 2023 will be to convert those
new faces into friends, RIA members and
volunteers. Your board will make this a priority
for 2023.
In closing, we lost a great steward of the Town
Hall a few weeks ago in Bill Hermann. To us he
was known as Uncle Bill. We lived across from
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NEW EVENT!
RELAY STITCH AND WINE, Thursday,
November 10 7-9PM
Relay Stitch and Wine, the second Thursday of
the month at the Town Hall. Next meeting is
November 10th from 7 to 9.
Join us for an evening of handicrafts, grownup
coloring books, needle arts or any other
portable hobby you'd like to bring along.
Bring along your favorite snack or beverage to
share. For more information contact Karen
Hoffman at karensampson95@yahoo.com.
~Karen Sampson Hoffman

Please text/call Mary Hergenhan at 443-7946089 if you’d like to host a future covered dish
dinner.
Up to date information about any covered
dishes are shared via the RIA list serve or on the
RIA Facebook Page.
~Mary Hergenhan.

NEW EVENT!
CHILI COOKOFF, Sunday, January 29 3-5PM
Relay/St. Denis Chili Cookoff Sunday January
29th from 3 to 5PM. Cooks bring out your best
pot of chili to be judged by the community. $5
to taste and judge all of the chili options. All
proceeds go to the Town Hall. For more
information contact
khoffman21076@gmail.com. ~Kurt Hoffman

RELAY BOOKIES – Wednesday, November 16
at 7 PM.
Thank you to Barbara who provided the perfect
setting for our October meeting. We had lovely
snacks and drinks to share while we discussed
‘Remember’ by Lisa Genova. Or was that what
we talked about?

WINE AND CHEESE THANKS
Thank you to fabulous hosts Linda and John
Kacur for a fantastic Wine and Cheese event.

Join us for our next Bookies meeting on
Wednesday, November 16 at 7PM, Town Hall.
Please note that books are available at the
Arbutus Library. Simply ask for the Relay
Bookies reserve section.

RELAY DAY WAS GREAT
We are thankful to so many of you for helping
on our fabulous Relay Day. It’s safe to say it
“took a village”.
We were happy some of the favorite activities
were a hit such as: Men’s food stand (with
vegetarian options), Beer tastings, sangria
contest, bake sale, gift baskets, & chicken poop
bingo. We also brought back some old favorites
at the kids table such as lemon peppermint
sticks, face painting, & spin art & did new fun
stuff like snow cones & popcorn bags.

Here are our upcoming books.
November – Crying in H Mart, Michelle Zauner
December – Matrix, Lauren Groff
January – We pick the books for next year.
Email Kathy at plittk@yahoo.com if you would
like to join the Bookies list serv or follow us on
Facebook All are welcome!
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Kids fielded a classic game of kickball and all
seemed to enjoy the outdoor game stations.
Many shopped at the local vendor tents & won
some great gift baskets. And everyone enjoyed
watching The Ravens win.
The volunteer list is long. Our heartfelt thanks
go out to Ben and Wyatt Lemmerman, JP
Courneya, Karen and Kurt Hoffman, Howard
and Caroline Wellman, Frank Meek, John
Sheets, Sheila Mucchio, Marina and Ryan
Smelyanskaya, Leah Lovelace, Kathleen Pryor,
Sweets, Melissa and KC Mitchell, Kathy and
Andrew Plitt, Theda Mayer, Cassie Megarity,
Michelle Monde, Jessie Garies, Aubrey and Ben
Young, Tara Zack, Gwyneth Gleason and friend,
Randi Martin, Mary Beth Meek and Barbara
McClung, Ed Hardester. We likely missed a few,
but are grateful to all.
~ Ellie Moss & Penny Lemmerman
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SENIOR LUNCHEON A SUCCESS!
Although beer was not served, a wunderbar
time was had by all at the Senior Luncheon
Oktoberfest September 29th. It was truly
wonderful to see the reunion of those who
grew up here, raised their families here, as well
as everyone meeting newer Seniors’ in the
community of Relay/St. Denis. After such a

Mary Beth
Meek
greeted her
guests in true
traditional
attire with a
Dindl dress.
Traditional
food was
served such
as
Nuremberg
Bratwurst
from
Binkert’s, sauerkraut, red cabbage (aka
Blaukraut – freshly made from Mary Beth

long time of being apart due to COVID, it was
great to have a turnout of 21 people.
Several of our guests were kind enough to bring
pictures to share, recipes and some additional
history information for Ray Chism’s next History
discussion. My favorite part was having
everyone introduce themselves which allowed
us all to learn more
about the beautiful
rich history of
Relay/St. Denis.
Thank you to the
guests who
attended, for sharing
your stories, and
your thoughtful
donations to the
townhall!

Meek’s garden), German Potato Salad, soft
pretzels from Bakery Express, German
Chocolate and Black Forest Cake. In addition,
we had Chicken-Broccoli Casserole, Broccoli
Casserole, Apple-Cranberry Cobbler, fresh fruit,
brownies,
homemade
lemonade
and fresh
brewed
peach tea.
To top off the end of the event, there were 6
raffled gifts that included chocolate imported
from Germany, stuffed pet toys in the form of
beer steins, pretzels and sausage, and one
wooden carved ornament from the Catonsville
Arts and Crafts festival.

Decorations were in the theme of Bavaria’s
blue and white colors and German music
played providing a true German Oktoberfest
feel.
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HISTORY NOTE FROM RAY
Did you know one of the earliest industries in
the Relay area was iron ore mining for the mills
on Furnace Ave in Elkridge which was started in
1761. The mill at Rockburn Creek was just north
of the Thomas Viaduct and the Avalon Forge
where the State Park history building is off Gun
Road.
There was a mine at the bottom of Francis Ave
where the sharp curve is. They have built
houses over it. Another mine was where
sediment pond is at the new Relay school.
There was also a small dam at the end of the
pond. The largest mine was in front of the
library on Selford Road. It used to be a deep
hole and later a deep pond. A small village grew
up around the mine called Taylorsville. As
usual, 195 took away all of it. Before it went,
Judge Stapleton bought some of the land and a
small dairy farm. I have one of his milk bottles.
We named the pond Stapleton’s. It was great
swimming as long as you did not mind the
horses, cows and one mean donkey. Good
fishing, too!

Our success was made possible by our
volunteers. Special thanks to Kathy Plitt and
Linda Kacur for help in setting up. The hall
looked beautiful and authentic. Kathy also
made her delicious Chicken-Broccoli Casserole.
Many thanks to Frank Meek for getting up early
to grill all the brats and making his wonderful
sauerkraut. A special shout-out to Theda
Mayer for her Broccoli Casserole and Apple
Cranberry Cobbler. Sheila Muccio saved the day
with ice, lemonade and tea. Thanks to Caroline
Wellman for the fresh fruit! Penny
Lemmerman’s brownies were a success – thank
you! And those beautiful, delectable cakes –
thank you Rose Gloth! ~Mary Beth Meek

YOGA
Arbutus Rec & Parks has a hidden gem - weekly
yoga for a great price in a quiet space with lots
of parking!

LANDMARKS NEWS
Good news for three neighbors who are going
through the review process to get tax credits
for their home renovations and repairs! We
encourage everyone who lives in a
"contributing structure" in the Relay Historic
District to apply for the tax credit: 40% back on
what you spend on qualified renovations. Not
sure if your house is "contributing"? or how to
apply for the tax credit? Contact Howard
Wellman hbwellman99@gmail.com for more
information.

Starting Thursday, November 4
•
Cost is $40 for a four week class pass
or drop-in for $12 a class
•
Location: Halethorpe Civic Center,
1900 Northeast Ave, 21227
•
Every Thursday 5:30-6:45pm (with
exception of holidays)
•
Practice led alternately by Maureen
(Mo) Rosenbloom RYT200 and Lauren Vint
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WELCOME BASKETS
Welcome baskets will be delivered soon.
Please contact Kathy Plitt (plittk@yahoo.com) if
you know about new neighbors or if you would
like to contribute to the baskets. ~Kathy Plitt

PAY LESS INCOME TAXES in 2022
Donations to the Relay Improvement
Association qualify as tax deductible
charitable donations. Pay less taxes to the IRS
and State with a year-end donation
prior to December 31, 2022. Payments may be
sent to the RIA at PO Box 24046
Relay, Maryland 20227.
~Ed Hardester
PERSONALS
We are sad to have lost Bill Hermann who lived
in Relay for many years and was a great
supporter of the Relay Community. We will
miss you, Bill.
https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/26
027332/william-bill-hermann-jr
We remember Louise Vanderbeek who lived in
Relay for 40 years.
https://www.heraldmailmedia.com/obituaries/
phag0253057
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