
Thursday, Feb. 3, 7 p.m. Men’s Club Town Hall 

Wednesday, Feb. 8, 7 p.m. Bookies Town Hall 

Thursday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m. Stitch & Wine Town Hall 

Monday, Feb. 13, 7:30 p.m. RIA General Meeting 
All RIA & Community Members Welcome 

Town Hall 

Thursday, Feb. 16, 7 p.m. Men’s Club Town Hall 

Thursday, March 2, 7 p.m. Men’s Club Town Hall 

Thursday, March 9, 7 p.m. Stitch & Wine Town Hall 

Wednesday, March 15, 7 p.m. Bookies Town Hall 

Thursday, March 16, 7 p.m. Men’s Club Town Hall 

Thursday, April 6, 7 p.m. Men’s Club Town Hall 

Thursday, April 13, 7 p.m. Stitch & Wine Town Hall 

Wednesday, April 19, 7 p.m. Bookies Town Hall  

Thursday, April 20, 7 p.m. Men’s Club Town Hall 

Happy New Year Relay,  
 

As always, I hope this finds you well and safe. Thus far we’ve 
been spared a brutal winter despite initial projections. Although, 
over the holidays one would have disagreed, especially in light of 
the multiple water main breaks that occurred in the area; not to 
mention ensuing breaks that occurred.  For those who lost 
power over the holidays, it was due to a downed powerline. In 
times like those make sure to reach out to your neighbor, friend 
or perhaps even a loved one. We still have a good two months 
before springtime. 

Since we are still in the midst of winter – which gives us lots 
of time to ponder about what we’re going to do when the 
weather breaks – your board members and residents are 
thinking of new ways to interact with each other. Karen Hoffman 
started a sewing and handicraft get-together several months 
back and it’s been quite successful. The Stitch and Wine get-
together is on the second Thursday of every month, so stop by. I 
am very excited that the RIA recently hosted its first chili cookoff 
on Sunday, Jan. 29, at the Town Hall to a rousing success. The 

Bookies regularly meet, as does the Men’s Club, so check out the 
calendar above.  

The RIA Board is finalizing its plans to drive up membership 
for 2023. We have so many new faces and we are eager for their 
participation. Community engagement will be a top priority for 
the board. The board is also considering the work that needs to 
be done on the Town Hall, including on the second floor.  

I would also like to share about some changes in the RIA.  
After 10 years, Caroline Wellman is handing over the RIA 
newsletter into the creative and capable hands of Karen 
Sampson Hoffman. And Kathy Plitt is passing leadership of the 
RIA Bookies to Deanna Edmunds. Thank you to Caroline and 
Kathy for your service to the community and thank you to Karen 
and Deanna for volunteering.   

With that, see you at the next RIA General Meeting on 
Monday, Feb.13, at 7:30 p.m. 

 
May 2023 bring you good health & prosperity.  
Your president, 
Frank Meek  

Thank you to our newsletter contributors: Penny Lemmerman, Kathy Plitt, Leah Lovelace, Frank and Mary Beth Meek, Caroline and 
Howard Wellman, Sheila Muccio, Kurt Hoffman, Mary Hergenhan, Ed Hardester and JP Courneya. 
Do you have community news to share? Email the editor at KarenSampsonHoffman@gmail.com. 



The first Relay/St. Denis chili cook off featured seven pots of 
chili and 21 voting tasters. The spread included three 
traditional style chilies and four vegetarian options. 
 

Tasters had choices among the best local chilis and recorded 
their votes, tallied at the end of the taste-off. Penny 
Lemmeran’s “big and bold” chili came in first. The event raised 
$161 to help support our Town Hall. 

Howard Wellman and Ben  Lemmerman sample chili 
entries. Penny Lemmerman celebrates winning first place. 

Welcome Baskets 
 

New neighbors are welcomed to Relay/
St. Denis with a basket of goodies. These 
baskets are legendary and are filled with 
a variety of items donated by neighbors 
such as homemade jam, fresh eggs, local 
honey, tea and more! We also include 
historical information about Relay and St. 
Denis and an RIA membership form. We are looking for a 
volunteer who could approach local businesses for donations 
and baskets are needed.   
 

Thanks to these kind neighbors who donated items!  

• Theda Mayer 

• Caroline Wellman 

• Jan Vidmar 

• Kriste Corn 

• Christina McAlpine 

• Rose Gloth 

• Classic Remodeling- Nathan Kacur 

• Sweet Bee Honey- Steve and Kathy Sweet 

• Sheila 
 

Welcome to: 
 

• Woodland Drive: Warren and Angie Taylor, and their 
children, Warren and Trinity.     

• Sutton Ave: Romeo and Jess Santos, and their three 
children.   

• Hazel Ave: Tracy, Todd, and Matthew McCain 

• Gun Road: Edward Kay and Sarah Adams, and family 

 

• Arlington Ave: Rob, Emily, and Clementine Martino 
 

Baskets are delivered four times a year. If you would like to 
help with this project, please contact Kathy Plitt at 
plittk@yahoo.com.   

Landmarks Preservation Committee 
 

In the last several months, four of our neighbors have applied 
for historic preservation tax credits from the Landmarks 
Preservation Committee. These tax credits are for repairs and 
renovations to their homes. 
 

You too can get up to 40% off your repair and renovation costs 
for interior or exterior work if you apply for the tax credits 
through the LPC and the Maryland Historic Trust. Application 
forms can be found at: 

• www.baltimorecountymd.gov/boards-commissions/
planning/landmarks-preservation-commission 

• https://mht.maryland.gov/taxcredits.shtml 
 

In other Landmarks Preservation Committee business, one of 
our neighbors installed a new section of fence in their yard and 
was asked to appear before the LPC to justify the construction.  
After reviewing the situation, a Certificate of Approval was 
issued. 
 

Remember that all fences need permits from the County 
Planning Department, who will ask you if the permit request 
has been before the Landmarks Preservation Committee for 
review. If you have any questions, please contact Howard 
Wellman at 410-474-1226 or hbwellman99@gmail.com. 

Relay Bookies 

The Relay Bookies met on January 
18 to select books for this year. 
The tentative list for 2023 is: 
 

Feb. 15: Atlas of the Heart by 
Brene Brown  
March 15: The Other Wes 
Moore by Wes Moore 
April 19: Cloud Cuckoo Land 
by Anthony Doerr 
May 17: On Looking, 11 Walks 
Through Expert Eyes by 
Alexandra Horowitz 
June 21: The Only Woman in 
the Room by Marie Benedict 
July 19: Horse by Geraldine Brooks 
August 16: Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus 
Sept. 20: Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby VanPelt 
Oct. 18: Demon Copperhead by Barbara Kingsolver 
Nov. 15: Warrior Girls Unearthed by Angeline Bouelly  
Dec. 13: The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker 
Bradley 

 

The Relay Bookies is a neighborhood book club that meets 
regularly at the Relay Town Hall on the third Wednesday of the 
month at 7 p.m. Books will be available at the Arbutus Library. 
All are welcome!  

 

mailto:plittk@yahoo.com?subject=RIA%20Welcome%20Baskets
http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/boards-commissions/planning/landmarks-preservation-commission
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mailto:hbwellman99@gmail.com


Relay Bookies Pick New Leader 

The Bookies members are excited that Deanna Edmunds will 
now be leading the bookies. Welcome, Deanna. And, the 
Bookies would like to express heartfelt thanks to Kathy Plitt 
who has been our patient and fearless leader for the last 
number of years. 
 

For more information or to be added to the email distribution, 
please contact either Kathy Plitt, plittk@yahoo.com or Deanna 
Edmunds, Deanna.Edmunds@gmail.com. 

Relay Men’s Club 

The prestigious Relay Men’s Club continues to meet on the 
first and third Thursday of each month. The meetings begin at 
7 p.m. and include refreshments, entertaining discussion, and 
poker games.  
 

The club has supported a variety of RIA functions throughout 
the years and has been instrumental in the success of Relay 
Day and the annual Wine and Cheese event, as well as several 
efforts to clean up and refurbish equipment and outdoor 
tables. 

Stitch and Wine Get-Together 

Stitch and Wine has had our first few get-togethers. We are 
always looking for more community members to join us! We 
meet at the Town Hall at 7 p.m. the second Thursday of the 
month. Join us for an evening of handicrafts, grownup coloring 
books, needle arts, or any other portable hobby you'd like to 
bring along. Bring along your favorite snack or beverage to 
share. For more information contact Karen Hoffman at 
KarenSanmpsonHoffman@gmail.com.  

 

Former Newsletter Editor's Handoff to New Editor 

Caroline Wellman has made it official, handing off the Relay 
Improvement Association newsletter to Karen Sampson 
Hoffman. Send Karen your news and personal updates at 
KarenSampsonHoffman@gmail.com to be included in the next 
newsletter. 

Caroline Wellman waves good-bye to her long-time tenure as the 
RIA Newsletter editor. Karen Sampson Hoffman, the news editor, 
prepares this newsletter for the first time. 

Register Now for Relay Corn Hole Tournament 
The RIA is sponsoring its first corn hole tournament on 
Saturday, May 20, at 2 p.m. It will be a double elimination 
tournament.  Prizes will be awarded for the first and second 
place teams.  
 

Registration is for two-person teams; entry fees are $25 per 
person.  
 

The first-place team will receive a cash award and trophy; 
second-place team will receive a trophy. The cash prize will be 
based on the number of teams that enter. 
 

Contact Kurt Hoffman to register 
RelaySecretary01@gmail.com. The ChedderUp address to 
register online will available soon; check on the Facebook 
event for more information. 

Sutton Avenue Baby Boom 

Sutton Avenue is having a baby boom! Jamie and Wade Speaks 
are proud to have another son, Cade, born on January 18. 
Cade just couldn't wait to meet mom and dad, so he surprised 
them by introducing himself a month earlier than expected. 
Cade will be coming home after mom, so your good thoughts 
and prayers are very much welcomed.  
 

Donika and Gavin Loney are thrilled to announce their 
daughter Gaia was born January 21. She is healthy and happy 
to be the youngest member of our neighborhood.  
 

Congratulations to these parents as you welcome your 
precious children. 
 

Mary Hergenhan 
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Lemmerman Family Updates 

In good news, Wyatt was selected for 
All County Division III Soccer for 
Western Tech HS. 
 

In sad news, our beloved dog Catcher 
sadly passed away a few days before 
Christmas. He spent the past 11 years 
‘greeting’ all of the neighbors who 
walked by his yard. Not to worry, 
Chopper is still there to say “Hi” to 
anyone who passes by. 
 

PS – We have a new puppy named 
Dingo who now lives with us!  

~Penny Lemmerman 

 

Left, Chopper and Catcher greeting passers-by. Dingo is getting  
comfortable in his new home with the Lemmermans. 

Things to do in Arbutus  

Yoga Offered 

We've been in Relay for about 10 years, and for a lot of that 
time we would go to Arbutus for a movie and then leave. 
Recently, we have found some fun and tasty things to do there. 
Maybe many of you already know about them, but just in case 
you don't: 
 

• Martha's Cafe – www.marthascafemd.com – is right 
next to the movie theater. We enjoyed a matinee at 
the movie and then dinner at Martha's. We loved the 
chicken pot pie.  

 

• Shuffles – www.facebook.com/ShufflesSaloon –  is 
located at 5309 East Drive and has weekly fun events 
like trivia on Wednesdays and Karaoke on Friday nights. 
Check it out. 

 

• Bingo at the Arbutus Volunteer Fire Department – We 
stumbled into the weekly bingo night, and it was really 
fun. Bingo is at AVFD on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday nights, doors open at 5 p.m. 
Maybe you'll get lucky. For more information, visit 
Arbutus Volunteer Fire Department at 
www.arbutusvfd.org.  

~ Caroline Wellman 

Arbutus Rec and Parks offers Yoga Basics at the Halethorpe 
Civic Center, 1900 Northeast Ave., on Thursdays from 5:30-
6:45 p.m. Mats and props are provided. Cost is $40 for four 
classes or drop-in for $12 a class. 

A Visit from Sharkey d'Shark 

Sharkey is quite a character! He swims around the greater 
Patapsco River community to find trash. Last November, 
Sharkey did a swim-by in Relay and St. Denis. 
 

Sharkey found 251 pieces of trash between the road and the 
train tracks. He found more, but he learned that not all trash 
gets thrown away. Some can be reused or recycled! 
#SharkeyAttack #PatapscoRiver #ChesapeakeBay 

“Whoa! The train sure could 
carry a lot of trash for us!” 

above, in St. Denis 

  “Sharkey, you sit on this end while I drop the trash bag on 
that end and let’s see what happens.” 
 

  “I know a dirty trick when I see one, Jon… but it looks like 
fun, so… let’s do it!” #SharkeyStack 

left, in Relay 
You can follow Sharkey on 
Facebook at facebook.com/sharkeydshark 

Construction Begins on New High School 

Baltimore County and Baltimore Schools officials take part in the 
ground breaking for the news Lansdowne High School. 

Baltimore County officials gathered in November at a 
groundbreaking ceremony for a replacement high school in 
Lansdowne. The new Lansdowne High School comes with an 
estimated price tag of $156 million and will cover 318,461 
square feet.  
 

The finished school building will include three three-story 
wings connecting to a two-story wing for physical education 
and fine arts. The new school building will have the capacity for 
1,759 students. 
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The Relay House (left) with passenger platforms and locomotives. The 
building just behind the man on the far left was ticket office and the 
dark post with the curved appendage next to his elbow is a water 
pump that drew water from a cistern on the Relay House property 
to fill the steam engines. This photo is from the B&O Railroad 
Artists Excursion in June of 1858.This photo is preserved by the 
Maryland Historical Society and one of the many photographs Ray 
shared during his history talk. 

Relay’s acknowledged historian Ray Chism gave his annual local 
history talk in January. This talk, though, brings to an end his 
annual history presentations. 
 

Ray has lived in Relay since 1945, grew up in the community, 
and purchased the Relay House 50 years ago for his family’s 
home. He has been an active member of the Relay Improvement 
Association since the 1960s. His interest in Relay and St. Denis 
history has spanned his life and the community has benefited 
from his knowledge and experience. 
 

“One of the reasons I do these talks is because there are a lot of 
new people have moved to Relay and 
St. Denis,” he says. “They don’t know 
the history here. This little town is 
unbelievable in its history. I thought 
maybe they’d be interested in joining 
this association.”  
 

Part One 
 

Earliest days along the Patapsco 
River 
 

Europeans came here by way of the Patapsco River, building a landing for ocean-going ships in what is 
now Old Elkridge. An abundance of iron ore on and near the surface of the land prompted furnaces and 
smelting. Then large swaths of land became tobacco fields, Ray says, before the plants wore out the soil 
and the colonists switched to fruits and vegetables.  
 

“The Patapsco River at one time 300 wide and 25 feet deep,” Ray says. “You can’t imagine it now. It was 
deep enough that ships would come up to Elkridge. But only as far as Elkridge, because where Route 95 
crosses the Patapsco in the park was the Falls of the Patapsco. It was a 20-foot-high waterfall. When I 

was a kid, it was about 4-5 feet high. It’s not there anymore because when Hurricane Agnes came it destroyed what was left of the 
falls. There was a wall of water that was 20 feet high [that rushed down the Patapsco River Valley].” 
 

“Saint” Dennis Smith 
 

During the early part of the 1800s, Baltimore businessman and banker Dennis Smith saw opportunities for future development 
across the river from Elk Ridge. He had made his money during the War of 1812, possibly as a privateer or a blackmarket merchant. 
He turned his business interests outside of Baltimore and purchased the land and toll bridge crossing the river and set his sights on 
the coming innovation: the railroad. 
 

“He became a director of the Bank of America, which was owned by the US government. He was a pretty shady character because 
he used the depositors’ money [from the Bank of America] to buy everything,” Ray says. “He took the customers’ money and built 
some houses around here. He also paid the state of Maryland $3,000 to build a toll bridge here. Dennis Smith got a post office and 
sold some lots.” 
 

Dennis Smith was known for his big spending and generosity towards his friends — using other people’s money. His reputation 
earned him a nickname and a village its name on the map. 
 

“He partied a lot,” Rays says. “So, they started calling this area St. Denis because he a ‘saint.’ But it didn’t last long.” 
 

The first railroad in the United States 
 

Baltimore was in competition with New York City as a major shipping port on the east coast, but New York had the Erie Canal to 
bring goods from Western New York and the Midwest. Instead of a canal, a group of businessmen decided to build the country’s 
first railroad. 
 

“They sent some people to England, because England was the only one who had a railroad, to investigate it,” Ray says. “There were 
three directors on the committee for the railroad who were Ellicott brothers. So where did the railroad go? Ellicott City – which was 
the long way and the hard way.” 
 

Construction on the railroad began in 1829, using imported rail ties, stone stringers and horse-drawn cars. 
 

 

Ray Chism is 
acknowledged as the 
Relay and St. Denis 
historian. 

 



“The B&O Railroad was bankrupted from the day they started to the day they went 
out of business,” Ray says. “They only made money two times – the Second World 
War and the Civil War. But they invented a lot of stuff that other railroads used 
and copied and didn’t have to spend their money.” 
 

A place to relay the horses 
 

“There was a man who figured out where they were going to stop and change the 
horses,” Ray says. “So he figured, I can make some money here. He built a hotel, 
park, and ticket office. And who do you think that man was? Dennis Smith!” 
 

Dennis Smith’s influence encouraged a community to grow up around this new 
hotel, Relay House. Behind Relay House was stable for fresh horses and the natural spring behind the Relay House was used by 
railroad until 1938. As steam trains arrived, the area surrounding Relay House became an attraction, first for Sunday-goers heading 
to picnics and bandstands in Relay and later for commuters who could live in the fresh villages of Relay and St. Denis and travel into 
Baltimore City for work. 
 

Part 2 will be shared in our next newsletter. 

Annie Smith, tucked on the far left of the open 
waiting room, sold peanuts to rail passengers. 

 

President’s Report: 
 

• Thanks to Caroline Wellman for 11 years editing the Relay newsletter. 

• Thanks to Karen Hoffman for taking over the Relay newsletter. 

• We have new district boundaries and will have all new representatives. 

• East of Selford is District 44B 

• State Senator Charles Sydnor III State Delegates Aletheia McCaskill and Sheila Ruth 

• West of Selford is District 10 

• State Senator Benjamin Brooks Sr., State Delegates Adrienne Jones, N. Scott Phillips, Jennifer White 
 

Treasurers Report: 
 

• We are going to get a survey on the Town Hall Roof, see if it needs any attention. 

• We will get a structural engineer to evaluate the second floor of the town hall. 

• In the past, a temporary support was used for dances. 

• $685 in profit for Relay Day 
 

Elected Officials: 
 

Delegate Terri Hill: 

• Thank you for helping us get the new windows in the town hall. 

• Our Majority leader is going to become the liaison to the new Governor. 

• Our current representatives will still be representing us until the middle of January. 

• Baltimore County schools are having a meeting to discuss student progress. 

• Lansdowne is still on schedule for a new school, hoping to open in Fall of 2025. 
 

Officer Brad Tippin: 

• 27-year veteran on the force, first 15 years were spent on patrol and the last 8 years as midnight officer. 

• Spent 12 years as the Resource Officer at Lansdowne High School and was also the Baseball coach. 

• They may start digging for the new Lansdowne High School this coming spring. 

• Last month in the district there were 3 destruction of property crimes, 1 grand theft auto, one theft from auto, no violent 
crime and no commercial armed robberies. 

• Don’t start your car and walk away, and don’t leave valuables in your car. 

• There are 2 people in community outreach, it is slotted for three. 
 



 

New Business: 
 

• Ray Chism will be hosting a community history talk at the Town Hall on January 14, from noon to 5 p.m. 

• We have a new community group; Karen Hoffman is hosting a Stitch and Wine get-together on the second Thursday of each 
month at the Town Hall from 7 to 9 p.m. Bring a handy craft, or just come enjoy good company. 

• We are having the first Relay/St. Denis Chili cookoff on January 29, from 3 to 5 p.m. Either bring a pot of your best chili, or $5 
to taste and judge all of the chili our community dishes up. 

Income: CY 2023 

Donations  (501c3) - Town Hall Support  $                 2,000.00 

Dues  $                 2,000.00 

Events Revenue  $                 4,000.00 

Rental Income  $               12,000.00 

Total Income  $               20,000.00 

Expenses:  

Accounting  $                     600.00 

Bank Charges  $                       50.00 

Communications Enhancements  $                 1,000.00 

Event Expenses  $                 1,800.00 

Insurance  $                 2,800.00 

Membership/Newsletter Expense  $                     400.00 

Office/Copy  $                     100.00 

PO  Box Rental  $                     200.00 

Taxes  $                     850.00 

Town Hall Support:  

BGE  $                 2,500.00 

Chair Lift Inspection  $                     700.00 

Fire Alarm Service  $                     300.00 

Fire Extinguisher  $                     250.00 

Fire Insp for Balto Cty permit  $                       50.00 

Fire Monitor  $                 1,000.00 

Hall Cleaning  $                 3,000.00 

Hall Maintenance/repairs  $                     500.00 

Lawn Maintenance  $                     800.00 

Water  $                     100.00 

Capital Improvements:  

Roof for Town Hall  TBD 

New Floor and structural review of 2nd floor  TBD 

Front Entrance Replacement  TBD 

Total  Expenses:  $               17,000.00 

Deposit to Rainy Day Fund  $                 3,000.00 

Proposed Budget: RIA Budget for CY 2023  1/16/2023 




