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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Greetings Relay members and fellow citizens! 
Well, this is it! I have been President of the RIA 
for the past 6 years (4 years elected President, 
2 as Vice President/President Pro-Tem) and it’s 
time for another person to write these letters, 
chair these meetings, and enjoy this job.  
 
I think the biggest visible thing to happen 
during my tenure was the arrival of the 
Guinness brewery in Relay. That has been a 
neat place and I am really glad that they 
preserved the essence of the old brewery 
buildings in a fascinating new way.  
Looking back, I am also pleased about the re-
zoning of the historic district which I hope will 
protect the character and nature of Relay for 
generations to come.  
 
There are so many people I would like to thank 
for helping to keep the RIA rolling over the 
years. I would like to thank JP Courneya who 
has been handing membership, Frank Meek 
who has done an amazing job with the Town 
Hall rentals, Caroline Wellman for her creation 
of this amazing newsletter, Howard Wellman 
for his work with the Landmarks Committee, 
Kurt Hoffman and Karen Sampson Hoffman for 
their work as secretaries, Peter Sonntag as the 
Vice President who knows who to invite to the 
meetings, Ed Hardester for his work as 
Treasurer and chairing the Men’s club, Ray 
Chism for his stewardship and care of the Town 

Hall, Kathy Plitt for the work she does on the 
welcome baskets and hosting Bookies, Linda 
and John Kacur for hosting Wine and Cheese 
and of course Bill Hermann, who helped to 
guide me on how RIA worked and how I could 
be an effective President.   
 
To those and many others, you are the true 
leaders of the RIA and we could never have an 
association like this without your work and 
efforts. Thank you.  
 
The Town Hall is a gem, but I think the real 
treasure here is the spirit, camaraderie, and 
friendship that exist here. 
 
I wish you all the best. And now, as the owner 
of “Charley Knode’s house” (yes, everyone 
seems to recognize it with “Good times! Good 
times!”) I think it’s time I started embracing 
that title and spending more time inviting the 
community to Hillside House for a new 
generation of parties that hopefully will live up 
to the legends that circulate around Relay like 
fog on a cool morning….. 
 
Farewell and thank you for being this amazing 
community. After 25 years I still feel both as 
excited as a newcomer and as relaxed as an 
old-timer. 
Christopher Zach 
President, Relay Improvement Association 
 

 
Congratulations to Samantha and Shelby Meek, Class of 2021!! 
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RIA GENERAL MEETING – Monday, May 10 at 
7:30 PM on Zoom link 
Please join us at the next community meeting 
on Monday evening, May 10 at 7:30 PM from 
the convenience of your own home.  A link and 
call-in option will be shared with members 
soon.  
 
As usual, we will hear neighborhood event 
updates, along with information from our 
representatives in Annapolis and our safety 
update from Officer Wareheim.   
 
Please come and vote for RIA officers.  
 
BOOKIES NEWS FROM KATHY   
Join us for our next bookies meeting on 
Wednesday, May 19 at 7PM.   
We meet every third Wednesday of the month.  
Email Kathy at plittk@yahoo.com if you would 
like to join the bookies list serv.  Meetings will 
be held outside (as weather permits) so we can 
socially distance. The exact location will be 
determined closer to the day or we use a zoom 
link which is provided via the list serv. 
 
If you would like to read ahead the schedule 
looks like this: 
 
May Unorthodox by Deborah Feldman 
June News of the World by Paulette Jiles 
July 
August Modern Comfort Food by Ina Garten 
September Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett 
October Anxious People by Fredrick Bachman 
November Midnight Library by Matthew Haig 
 
For your own reading inspiration, please check 
out the Bookies history: 
http://www.relaymaryland.com/Welcome_files
/RelayBookies.pdf 
 
 

 
HAIKU BY ANNABEL VETOCK 
 
A confusion of  
warblers, so small and so quick, 
you have earned your name 
 
Raven 
 
Poe made no mistake, 
if any bird was tied to 
death, 
 it would be you. 
 
REQUESTS TO RELAY NEIGHBORS  
A neighbor notes, “The speeding on Viaduct 
and Woodland is ridiculous we who live on 
these don’t appreciate the disrespect for 
driving so fast.  
There is land that is for sale behind Viaduct.  
Woodland is not a dumping area.  
Please cut up your bamboo and other 
shrub/trees so they can decay faster. 
If you have a water storm drain in front or near 
your property, please keep it clear.” 
 
Thank you!  
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LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
NEWS  
(all details are taken from LPC Agendas and 
meeting minutes) 
The following Relay Historic District properties 
came before the LPC in the first quarter of 2021 
for consideration of various projects: 
 
Roberts Property, 5105 South Rolling Road, 
Relay; Contributing structure in the Relay 
County Historic District; Installation of pre-
fabricated 10’ x 14’ shed in the rear yard.  
Approved via the Consent Agenda to issue a 
Certificate of Appropriateness. 
O’Haro Property, 1603 South Rolling Road, 
Relay; Contributing structure in the Relay 
County Historic District; MIHP # BA-2508; Part II 
approval for plumbing installation; HVAC 
installation; floor and floor joists replacement 
for the kitchen addition; repairs/reconstruction 
for the porch, porch columns, porch decking, 
and steps; reconstruction of the well-house and 
breezeway; and reconstruction of a missing 
historic cupola.  Approved after discussion to 
issue a Certificate of Appropriateness, but 
requiring conditions regarding use of 
appropriate materials, and request for 
architectural drawings for the proposed cupola, 
breezeway and well-house. 
 
Monde Property, 1554 South Rolling Road, 
Relay; Contributing structure in the Relay 
County Historic District; MIHP # BA-2531; Part II 
approval for the in kind repair and replacement 
of wood fascia and cedar shingles [County 
Council District # 1].  Approved after discussion 
to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness, but 
requiring use of wood-filler on the fascia, and 
use of like-kind cedar shingles. 
 
Robbins Property, 5101 South Rolling Road, 
Relay Historic District Proposal: In kind 
replacement of 15 vinyl windows and the 
replacement of 1 non-original wood window 

with vinyl window to match remainder of 
structure; and Siding replacements.   Approval 
status not yet known. 
 
O’Haro Property, 1603 South Rolling Road, 
Historic Status: Contributing structure in the 
Relay County Historic District MIHP # BA-2508 
Proposal: Part II approval for: -Replacement of 
asphalt shingle roof with architectural asphalt 
shingles; -In kind repair and repainting of 
windows and shutters; -Chimney repairs; -
Exterior painting; and -Reconstruction of 
existing well-house and breezeway.   Approval 
status not yet known. 
Thanks for the update, Howard. 
 
 SWES UPDATE FROM LINDA KLEIN 
Hi RIA Community.  I live on Francis Ave. I am 
the person in charge of Southwest Emergency 
Services. We are located on the Church Ground 
of the Arbutus United Methodist Church. The 
location is 1201 Maple Ave, and Shelbourne Rd. 
We are now accepting any clothing and any 
food donation. This is a free service to our 
21227 residents who are in need. We will be 
opening on May 3, 2021 from 9-12. Days of 
service will be Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 
Our thrift store will open Saturday, May 15th.  
As always, social distancing. Masks are required 
at this time. Please feel free to call my cell if 
you have any questions. Thanks, Linda 410-591-
3833 or home 410-242-4245. 
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RELAY PLANT SWAP FROM SHEILA 
A gray cloudy day in March was great for an 
informal garden swap meet-up of digging, 
dividing and sharing snippets of plants with 
friends and neighbors. Each muddy little piece 
presented the hope of spring and the chance to 
share an obsession with someone else.  
   
The hostas were just popping out of the 
ground, the perfect time to share. And, with all 
of our great shade trees in Relay, they are a 
needed staple 
in many 
gardens.  
   
Theda shared 
her show-
stopper 
Annabelle 
Hydrangeas, 
which she 
promises are 
easy to grow. 
Alas,  some of us may not have her touch. In my 
(Sheila’s) garden, four years later and they are 
just starting to look happy.  
     
Glenn added to the horde with tubers and 
rhizomes he lovingly stored overwinter. Also, 
yards will be newly adorned with red blazes of 
color from his Canna Lilys.  
   
Aubrey dug some Lily's of the Valley and 
peonies to round out her yard. Her front bed 
already looks cheerful with Hostas and flowers 
greeting neighbors driving by.  
   
All left with new pieces to plant and ideas to 
implement and the swapping goes on. Kathy 
will be sharing her Pink Primrose after some 
weeks. Teddy has Bee Balm up for grabs and 
Sheila has Lily of the Valley for Kathy's garden. 
Talk has already started about a Fall swap. Stay 
tuned and sharpen your shovels.  

  What do you have to 
share? And what are you 
looking for? Reach across 
you fence and ask your 
neighbor, you just might 
be surprised by what 
treasures you will receive 
and who you may meet. 
It's been a lovely Spring in 
Relay.  
 
VALUABLE GARDENER’S RESOURCE 
Relay is always a beautiful community, but this 
is especially true in the spring when everything 
turns green and flowers begin to bloom.  This is 
the time of the year I turn to the Home and 
Garden Information 
Center https://extension.umd.edu/hgic  which 
is an excellent free resource for the home 
gardener.  It offers several valuable 
services.  You can submit questions (photos are 
helpful) regarding anything garden related such 
as weeds in your lawn, or when to plant 
vegetables or what’s eating the leaves on your 

new cherry tree. 
Questions are 
promptly 
answered by 
University of 
Maryland 
Extension experts. 
You can also 
explore topics 
such as tree and 
shrub 
suggestions, soil 

testing, container gardening, how and when to 
prune shrubs. Education programs (virtual) on a 
wide variety of topics are offered free of charge 
and are designed to help you get the most 
enjoyment from your outdoor oasis. Find them 
on your favorite social media or their 
website, https://extension.umd.edu/hgic. 
We appreciate the head up, Kathy. 
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CICADAS ARE COMING!! 

Look for the cicadas to emerge anytime from 
the last two weeks of April to mid-May and 
stick around for about 6 weeks. These 
fascinating insects are really quite amazing, but 
their large numbers will make them a nuisance. 
Outdoor activities will be a challenge as these 
clumsy fliers make their way from the ground 
to the top of the tree to lay their eggs.  
 
Young or newly planted trees may be killed, or 
their growth stunted if this type of injury is 
extensive during brood years. These plants may 
be protected by covering them with plastic 
mesh (<1/4 inch openings) that is sold in garden 
supply centers. The plants should be 
protected from the time cicadas emerge until 
they are gone 6-8 weeks later. 
 
Need an escape? They usually don’t show up on 
the Eastern shore so planning a trip to the 
beach maybe a good idea! Thanks, Kathy, that 
sounds like a good idea. 
https://extension.umd.edu/hgic/topics/cicadas 
 
TALKING TO BGE…OLD SCHOOL 
We thank BGE and all the other companies 
working so hard 
on our roads and 
pipes. Though, 
sometimes it’s 
been a bit tough 
to make requests.  
One RIA resident 
showed a bit of 
creativity in 
reaching out.  
And it worked! 

DELICIOUS VEGAN RECIPES FROM CHRISTINA 
MCALPINE 
I hope this email finds you all safe and healthy! 
I wanted to pass along recipes that are healthy 
summer favorites in our home. I'm gluten free 
and dairy free (which is becoming more and 
more common) and I know we have a few 
other Relay residence that are too. These were 
both hits with all my non gluten-free and dairy 
free friends as well! Best wishes! 
 
Dairy Free & Gluten Free Lemon Bars 
 
https://minimalistbaker.com/creamy-vegan-
lemon-bars/ 
 

 
Power house Quinoa Salad 
 

 
 
https://www.onelovelylife.com/powerhouse-
quinoa-salad/ 
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February 8 2021 RIA MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
FROM OUR AWESOME SECRETARY KURT  
(Ir)Regular Meeting  
 
Please send in your 2021 Member form and 
dues. The form can be found at 
relaymaryland.com. 
 
Officer Wareheim: 
• A couple of reports regarding speeding in 

our area.  Roads are a mess, should 
discourage speeding.  There is one vehicle 
officers plan to talk to the owner of. 

• Linda Cain reported a lot of speeding on 
Viaduct Rd., 4 cars are racing along the 
road, mostly at sundown, mostly on Friday 
and Saturday. 

 
Elected Officials: 
Delegate Ebersole: 

• Re-Introduced the Build to Learn act.  
Pays a lot of attention to the 
development of our students. 

• Working on a relief package for Covid 
relief.  Plan would dip into rainy day 
fund if no money comes in from the 
Federal Government.   

• Trying to get Teachers vaccinated 
before returning to class, but there just 
aren’t enough doses available. 

• Does the relief bill address non-profits 
who are having trouble?  He will look 
into it. 

 
Brian Morris: Councilman Quirk’s 
representative 

o Been getting a lot of calls about 
speeding in Relay. You need to report 
speeding online. 

o First phase of BGE work on gas lines 
should finish in Relay in the next few 
weeks.  Repaving will run into the 
spring. 

o BGE said they never heard back from us 
for a meeting about the gas line work.  
Brian will talk to them to contact us to 
have a zoom meeting. 

o Send Brian a list of potholes and 
sinkholes to send to BGE.  
Bmorris1@baltimorecountymd.gov 

Committees: 
o RIA currently at 24 members. (94 as of 

April. Thanks, for the update, Ed)  
o We are looking into options to allow 

donations and renewals online. 
o We are getting more requests for town 

hall rental  A Covid waiver is required 
for rentals, limiting to 30 people. 

o Ray and Ed are still working grant 
money for new Town Hall windows. 

o Delivered 9 baskets to new neighbors. 
 
Special thanks to Newsletter contributors: 
Kathy Plitt, Maria Bertch, Christopher Zach, 
Linda Klein, Caroline and Howard Wellman, 
Linda Cain, Anne ‘Wink’ Heinrichs, Annabel 
Vetock, Marybeth Meek, Sheila Mucchio, Theda 
Mayer, Christina McAlpine, Jeremy Vetock, 
Karen Sampson Hoffman,  Kurt Hoffman, Ed 
Hardester and JP Courneya. 
 
Condolences 
We remember Herb Plitt who died on April 25 
and express our condolences to his loving 
family.  He and his wife Dolores moved to Relay 
in November of 1957. He’s been a past 
President of RIA and contributed many hours to 
the upkeep of the Town Hall back in the day. 
Many of us have enjoyed chatting with him in 
the kitchen at covered dish dinners at the big 
yellow house.  He was 91 years old, and 4 of 
the surviving children reside in Relay. 
Tentatively, funeral Mass will be Saturday, May 
1, 2021 @11 am at St Augustines Church in 
Elkridge. Internment, private. 
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Our deepest condolences for Layton Irvin 
survived by his wife Rosemary.   
 
Our hearts also go out to Kathleen Neal 
Greathouse whose husband Rex Greathouse 
died this winter.  
 
Doug Meushaw, formerly of 1722 Arlington 
Ave, passed away on March 22, 2021 at the age 
of 83.   
   
Doug had many hobbies, many involving the 
great outdoors.   He grew an amazing vegetable 
garden, where he used organic methods before 
it was socially practiced.  He had numerous 
homes on the Eastern Shore over the years, 
where his family would spend many weeks 
enjoying the sun and surf.   His family recalls 
Doug making sand dunes with grass plantings 
to prevent erosion from the sea long before the 
community deemed it a worthwhile 
endeavor.     
   
Doug and his wife Madeline moved to 
Jarrettsville, Maryland in 2015, fulfilling his 
lifelong dream of owning a farm.  He expanded 
his organic gardening and filled the stables with 
horses for his grandchildren.    
   
His neighbors on Arlington will remember his 
love of healthy food, 'gifts' of funny looking 
tomatoes, sunny times around the pool, 
cookouts, his gentle manner, and his love for 
his family.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graduations 
Samantha and Shelby Meek will graduate from 
Catonsville High this June. Both have been 
accepted to several colleges with scholarships 
and for Shelby the opportunity to play on the 
tennis team.  
 
Shelby has decided to accept Goucher’s offer - 
she received the Founders Award Scholarship. 
Samantha has narrowed her choice between 2 
colleges - Wilson in PA and Centenary in NJ. 
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Gwyneth Gleeson graduates from Trinity and 
has been accepted at Carver in the fall.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Babies 
Congratulations to the Plitt Family on a new 
member. Herb and Dolores Plitt welcomed 
their 13th great grandchild, Kaleb Matthew 
Plitt. Here is a photo of 4 generations of Plitt 
males. Herb (91), Matt (53), his son, Mike (30) 
and one month old Kaleb.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 


