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In this newsletter…

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Greetings Relay members and fellow
citizens!

and I personally encourage everyone to get
vaccinated as soon as possible as I don’t
want to see any of us lost to this disease.

Ah, February. It’s cold again, the holidays
are over, and the large inflatable dinosaur
decorating a Christmas tree has once again
gone into the attic for another year’s
hibernation.

Relay elections are coming up in the RIA
meeting in May! If you’re interested in
running for a position, please contact our
membership chair, JP Courneya at
Jcourn1@gmail.com.

This is my last year as President of the RIA
and writing this note is a tad bittersweet:
We accomplished a lot, overcame a
number of challenges, and last year was
not what anyone was expecting….

Remember also there will be a regular
meeting on February 8th on Zoom. We will
send out the invite by Feb 1st, hope to see
everyone there.
Please send the membership form at the
end of this newsletter with your annual $15
dues (Jan – Dec 2021) to RIA, P.O. Box
24046, Relay, MD 21227.

Looking outside my window, I can see that
some things have changed since my last
communication: We have a new President,
and a (mostly) peaceful transition of power
which is good. The Coronavirus continues
to spread around the country, but
fortunately vaccines are being deployed to
combat it. We will keep an eye on public
officials for news on vaccination schedules

I miss you all and look forward to the time
when we can all meet again!
Chris Zach, RIA President
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RIA GENERAL MEETING – Monday,
February 8 at 7:30 PM on Zoom link

The 2021 year’s list will be:
Feb- Will My Cat Eat My Eyeballs by
Caitlin Doughty
Mar- Authenticity Project by Clare Pooley
Apr- Girl with the Louding Voice by Abi
Daré
May- Unorthodox by Deborah Feldman
June- News of the World Paulette Jiles
July- Off
Aug - More Comfort Food by Ina Garten
Sept- Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett
Oct- Anxious People by Fredrick Bachman
Nov- Midnight Library by Matthew Haig
Dec- Greenlights By Matthew
McConaughy

Please join us at the next community
meeting on Monday evening, February 8 at
7:30 PM from the convenience of your own
home. A link and call-in option will be
shared with members soon.
As usual, we will hear neighborhood event
updates, along with information from our
representatives in Annapolis and our safety
update from Officer Wareheim. We will talk
about nominations and next year’s budget.
January is the start of a new year and a
new membership drive. Membership
definitely has its privileges. Not only are you
supporting our fun and engaging events
that we hope will start up again soon, but
you will receive the newsletter (Awesome,
sign me up!), the right to vote on officers in
the spring meeting and a discount on
renting the Town Hall.

For your own reading inspiration, please
check out the Bookies history:
http://www.relaymaryland.com/Welcome_fil
es/RelayBookies.pdf
THANK YOU MAILCARRIER FRANK
Keeping our community as safe as possible
from COVID 19 takes actions from all of us.

Please send the membership form at the
end of this newsletter with your annual $15
dues (Jan – Dec 2021) to RIA, P.O. Box
24046, Relay, MD 21227.
BOOKIES
Join us for our next bookies meeting on
Wednesday, February 17 at 7PM. We
meet every third Wednesday of the month.
Email Kathy at plittk@yahoo.com if you
would like to join the bookies list serv.
Meetings will be held outside (as weather
permits) so we can socially distance. The
exact location will be determined closer to
the day or we use a zoom link which is
provided via the list serv.

I wanted to especially thank our mailcarrier,
Frank for protecting us and our families.
He sent this letter in the end of 2020.:
‘Last week while giving some kids lollipops
one of the parents asked if I would do him a
favor and wear my mask while interacting
with the kids. To tell the truth, I never gave
the mask thing around kids that much
thought before as I was under the

Titles will be available from BCPL and are
also available in audio and ebook format.
Drum roll please….
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impression that children couldn’t get the
virus. Doing a little research shows that
they can get it but only suffer mild
symptoms or none at all while a few, with
certain underlying conditions can get very
sick from it. What concerns me the most is
that a child might have the virus and not
show any signs of it but could still spread it.

LITTLE FREE LIBRARY

Let’s take this example. When they put their
hands into the jar to get a lollipop, they swirl
the suckers around looking for the one they
want. You never know where a child’s
hand has been. Let’s say little Johnny has
the virus and shows no signs of it and has
just either coughed or sneezed into his
hand or wiped his nose, as kids do. He gets
the one he wants and withdraws his hand
but right away Sally puts her hand to get
the ones she wants and touches the one
that Johnny just left the virus on. She
unwraps the pop and puts in her mouth.
She is now infected but doesn’t show it.
She goes home and now has the potential
to spread it to mom and dad. They could
catch it and get extremely sick. This may
never happen but it is possible and I
couldn’t live with my conscience if it ever
did.

Relay is now home to a Little Free Library.
It is located and sponsored by Andrew and
Kathy Plitt at 707 Woodland Drive. This little
book sharing box will be a place to take and
share books for all ages. So, if you have a
book or two to share stop by or if you need
a book feel free to take one!
RIA FACEBOOK PAGE
Have you joined the Relay or St. Denis
Facebook pages? Karen Sampson
Hoffman does a great job in keeping it up to
date. Thank you, Karen.
https://www.facebook.com/RelayMd
https://www.facebook.com/StDenisMd

For this reason, I’ve decided to stop giving
out lollipops until this COVID thing is over.
Could you please explain to your children
that I’m not handing out the lollipops for a
while due to my concern for the kids and
their parents’ safety. It’s just one more little
pleasure taken away from me because of
the COVID but I would rather that than have
anyone get sick because of me. Thanks.’
It is small but important decisions like these
that will keep our community safe. Thank
you again, Frank.
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Another neighbor spent evening walks
picking up trash – empty water bottles,
cigarette butts, etc. - thoughtfully left
behind. A recent walk of the loop netted no
less than five discarded work gloves.
Perhaps there is a kids’ treasure hunt idea
here? Sort of like the ‘Find-Where-TheSteamrollers-are-parked-today’ game I play
on my way home from work.
I have often heard that humor can help
alleviate stress. With that in mind, I invested
serious *research scouring out the best
road construction jokes in an attempt to
stave off further grumpiness over what is,
after all, a much needed improvement.
Here are the best attempts (brace
yourselves, they are not good):

CONSTRUCTION AHEAD (AND MAYBE
BEHIND)
For most of us, the year 2020 will be
remembered as a dumpster fire of a year,
but here in Relay and St. Denis we got to
experience an additional level of misery.

Attempt # 1 - I didn’t want to believe my
neighbor was stealing from the road
construction site, but I went to his house,
and all the signs were there…

I am talking about the ongoing roadworks
that have dug up and patched over our
neighborhood’s streets, often multiple
times.
If you don’t know what I am talking about,
then you probably have not left your house
in the last six months… and really, who
could blame you if you haven’t?

Attempt # 2 – A road worker walks into a
bar carrying a slab of asphalt.
The bartender asks, “What can I get you?”
The road worker replies, “One beer for me,
“and gesturing to the slab, “and one for the
road.”

Everyone that did venture out, however,
has encountered:

I was going to close with my best road
construction joke, but, as they say, I’m still
working on it…**

* Potholes large enough to be
asteroid impact craters.
* Roadways reduced to one lane
* Road Closed Signs strategically
placed to make turning around difficult.
* More Road Closed signs so that
even if you do manage to turn around you
are trapped like a rat in a maze.

Read the official statement about the work
from BG&E
https://www.bge.com/SmartEnergy/Innovati
onTechnology/Pages/Natural-GasInvestments.aspx

For those working or schooling from home,
how have you enjoyed the sounds of your
streets being clawed up during Zoom
meetings? I heard a neighboring mom
berating workers for their loud (and coarse)
language within earshot of children.

*And by ‘serious research’ we mean no
more than two hot minutes worth of Google
search. Seriously, who can concentrate
longer with that racket going on out there?
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** How long will the work continue? Well, it
took one year and 45 days to build the
Empire State building, and it took
Michelangelo four years to complete his
Sistine Chapel masterpiece (and
remember, he was a sculptor not a
painter!). Anyone willing to book completion
wagers?

Families welcomed were:
o

Joel and Olivia Spano South Rolling

o

TJ and Emily Crews South Rolling

WELCOME BASKET DELIVERY
Please meet our newest neighbors.
Sue Carnevale and Kathy Plitt delivered
baskets this weekend to 9 houses with our
newest neighbors. Our amazing neighbors
came through, filling the baskets with
an impressive array of delectable and
thoughtful goodies!!

Rose Gloth, Jan Vidmar, Theda Mayer,
Caroline Wellman, Kriste Korn, Nancy
Mays, Ann Fishman and Ella Roberts,
Michele Monde, Sue Carnevale, Sally
Bjornholm, Kathy and Steve Sweet all
donated items. Also included were
2021 RIA membership form
and History/Information Brochure
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o

Edgar and Family South Street

HISTORIC PRESERVATION UPDATE
Two Relay neighbors had requests before
the Landmarks Preservation Commission in
January 2021. One neighbor had a
"consent agenda item" to install a prefabricated shed in their backyard. A second
neighbor had applied to put solar panels on
one of our listed historic homes. The
results of the meeting are not yet published,
but I for one am very curious and hopeful
that some of us may be able to install solar
panels in appropriate circumstances!
More details can be found at
https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/boardscommissions/planning/landmarkspreservation-commission

o
o

o
o
o
o

Jini Seils on Woodland Drive.
Dan and Erin Jacober on Clark Blvd.
They bought Dan's grandfather's house.
Jake Jacober was a long time Relay
resident, who passed away in February
2018.
Bob and Allison Walter and family
South Rolling.
Edgar, Claudia and Miley Hernandez
Sutton Ave,
Tim and Gemma Hitchens and Family
Tulip Ave
Jordan and Stephanie Uehara
South Rolling

Please consider becoming part of the
Welcome Basket Brigade. Several times a
year we deliver baskets of donated treats
and RIA information to new neighbors in the
Relay community. Contact Kathy Plitt for
more information. plittk@yahoo.com.”
PATAPSCO AVALON BEST TRAILS
Check out these great trails:
https://www.alltrails.com/parks/us/maryland/
patapsco-valley-state-park-avalon-area

If you have questions please contact RIA
liaison Howard Wellman at
hbwellman99@gmail.com or 410-474-1226.
DEC 2020 RIA MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
RIA Membership is 92 members.
o No applications to landmark for 1603 South
Rolling Road.
o We have started accepting tentative rentals
starting around March limited to 30 people.

•
•
•
•

•
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Police officers Report: Officer Wareheim
Speeding on Viaduct.
Problems with dogs in the apartment
building on Linden Ln.
15 – 20 cars were broken into in Highgate.
Lock your house and car doors.
People are turning the wrong way on
Linden Ln. from the apartment building and
the Presbyterian Church.
Elected Officials update: Senator Lam:
Please continue to follow the virus
safeguards. State has increased its testing
Contact tracers are active.

•
•

Terri Hill:
A big concern is evictions. There are legal
resources available.
Funding was approved for Lansdowne High
School, but Build to Learn act was vetoed.

RIA 2021 Budget

PERSONALS
Congratulations on a Relay Baby
Great grandparents Herb and Dolores Plitt,
both sets of Grandparents Kathy and
Andrew Plitt and Lisa and Bob Young are
proud grandparents. Their son Ian and
daughter Rosie welcomed Calvin Charles
Plitt on January 7, 2021 at 11:45am. Baby
and mother are doing well.

Special thanks to Newsletter
contributors: Kathy Plitt, Sue Carnevale,
Christopher Zach, Caroline and Howard
Wellman, Lisa Young, Anne ‘Wink’
Heinrichs, Jeremy Vetock, Frank the
Mailcarrier, Ed Hardester, Karen Sampson
Hoffman, Kurt Hoffman and JP Courneya.
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Relay Improvement Association

2021 Membership Form

P.O. Box 24046
Relay, MD 21227
Voting Membership is available to adults (18 years of age or older) living within or owning property within the boundaries of the Relay
Improvement Association (RIA). Boundaries are the Patapsco River to the South, Route 1 and Herbert Run to the East, I-95 to the North,
and Selford Avenue above I-95 to the West, including homes on both sides of Gun Road to the State Park property line.
RIA membership provides the right to vote on matters presented at the RIA General Meetings and discounts to RIA sponsored
events. RIA members in good standing will receive a discount on all Town Hall rentals.
An Associate membership is available to anyone who lives outside our boundaries. Associate members will receive the newsletter and
discounts on RIA sponsored events. Associate members cannot vote on matters presented at the RIA General Meetings and pay regular rates
for Town Hall rentals.
Dues are $15.00 per member.
Please complete the following form and return it with your check made payable to the RIA. Please do not send cash through the mail.
Member Name

1st Line: Street Address
2nd Line: City, State Zip Code

1st Line: Phone Number
2nd Line: E-mail Address

$15 per
Member

1

2

3
Donation for maintenance of Relay Town Hall:
Total amount of check:

Please help defray our mailing costs. Check here to receive your newsletter via e-mail.
PLEASE NOTE: Dues paid now are for the calendar year 2021 (January 1- December 31, 2021).
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