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Message from the RIA president	
Greetings, Relay members and citizens! 
Well, the summer has been beautiful this year. 
There was a lot of rain for the trees and 
tomatoes, and a beautiful solar eclipse in 
August. Now the days are getting darker and 
by the time of our next meeting the sun will be 
setting before 8pm. Sigh... Such a short time 
ago it was spring and now fall begins to lap at 
our heels. 
 
It has been a busy summer. Key events 
included our participation in the annual Arbutus 
4th of July 10K run. We hosted a water station 
near the Town Hall and had a great time 
serving cups of water to very grateful runners. 
The organizers said that our station was a big 
hit and asked if we would do it again, to which I 
responded “Gladly.” Thank you to everyone 
who participated. 
 
We also have a new elementary school 
completed.  I intend to go to the open house 
and will convey the warm and friendly 
greetings from the RIA to the Principal and 
Board of Education members. Next up will be a 
new high school; we need to work on that and I 
urge everyone in the community to reach out to 
their elected representatives and keep that ball 
rolling. 

We have a number of fun 
events coming up. Of 
particular note is the Relay 
Day celebration, Wine and 
Cheese and our great 
covered dish dinners. Please join us. 
 
We still are in need of a Vice-President. If you 
would like to volunteer, please let us know.  
 
Thank you, and looking forward to seeing 
everyone at the RIA General meeting! 
  
Fall	2017	RIA	EVENTS	CALENDAR	

SEPTEMBER	

Monday,	Sept.	11,	7:30	PM	 RIA	General	
Meeting			

Saturday,	Sept.	16,	
8AM	–	1PM	

Community	Yard	
Sale	

Sunday,	Sept.	17,	6-8PM	 Covered	Dish	
(Lovelace)	

Wednesday,	Sept.	20,	7:30	PM	 Relay	Bookies	

Thursday,	Sept.	21	 Men’s	Club	

OCTOBER	2017	

Sunday,	Oct.	1,	noon-5	PM	 Relay	Day	Festival	
Thursday,	Oct.	5	 Men’s	Club	
Sunday,	Oct.	15,	6-8	PM	 Covered	Dish	

Dinner	
Wednesday,	Oct.	18,	7:30	PM	 Relay	Bookies	
Thursday,	Oct.	19	 Men’s	Club	

Friday,	Oct.	20,	7PM	till	late	 Wine	and	Cheese	

September 2017 RELAY DAY OCTOBER 1 
   
 



 2 

RIA GENERAL MEETING – Monday, 
September 11 at 7:30 PM at the Town Hall 
Please join us at the next community meeting 
on Monday evening, September 11 at 7:30 PM 
in the Town Hall.  
 
We will hear neighborhood event updates 
along with information from our representatives 
in Annapolis and our safety update from Officer 
Wareheim.   
 

 
 
COMMUNITY YARD SALE- Saturday, 
September 16 - 8AM-1PM 
It is a truism that one person’s trash is another 
person’s treasure.  Back by popular demand, 
we are holding the annual community yard sale 
on Saturday, September 16, rain or shine from 
8 AM to 1 PM. Saturday is the biggest yard 
sale day in the area and residents wanted to 
schedule their sales for this day. So, clean out 
your attics and basements and get ready.  
 
The RIA has advertised the Yard Sale online at 
the Baltimore Sun, on flyers around the 
neighborhood, on historicrelay.nextdoor.com, 
on Facebook, on YardSaleSearch.com, and in 
Pennysaver, so we expect lots of visitors.  
 
Yard Sale Tips  
1. Organize your items like a department store 
and have it look neat. 
2. Price your items with a Sharpie on blue 
painter’s tape. The tape color really stands out, 
and it can’t ruin the item you are pricing.  
3. What’s the right price? About 12-15% of the 
original retail value. 

4. Get change. Be prepared for the $20 bill. 
5. Keep customers outside your house.  
6.  Put up flyers at the local Y, grocery stores, 
library, etc.   
 
What if you don’t sell everything?  
You can drop off leftover items to Goodwill 
(Routes 1 and 175) or SWES at the Arbutus 
United Methodist Church, 1201 Maple Road. 
Or contact the charity of your choice to have 
items picked up at your door. Below are four 
charities that send trucks to our neighborhood. 
Habitat for Humanity 410-366-1250 
National Children’s Center, Call 410-536-4205 
to schedule a pickup. Items have to be able to 
be lifted by one person. 
Purple Heart does not accept furniture, but you 
can go to www.purpleheartpickup.org to 
schedule a clothing, books, or small appliance 
pickup. 1-888-944-3767 
Vietnam Veterans of America, Call 1-800-459- 
VETS (8387) or 
www.clothingdonations.org/maps/maryland.ht
m  
 
COVERED DISH – Sundays, September 17 
and October 15, 6-8 PM 
Thanks to Kathy and Andrew Plitt (pictured 
below), and Penny and Ben Lemmerman for 
hosting wonderful covered dish dinner parties. 
It was terrific to share delicious food and chat 
with our friendly neighbors.  These monthly 
dinners give us a chance to get out and see 
our neighbors.   
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Please join us for September and October! 
 
Next covered dish events:  
Sunday, September 17 from 6-8 PM at Leah 
and Glen Lovelace on Tulip Avenue 
Sunday, October 15 from 6-8 PM location TBD 
 
If you are interested in hosting a covered dish 
at your home, usually on the third Sunday of 
the month from 6-8PM, please contact Kathy at 
kathleen61@comcast.net or 410-294-3479.  
 
RELAY BOOKIES – Wednesday, Sept 20 at 
7:30 at the Town Hall 
The Relay Bookies meet on the third 
Wednesday of the month at the Town Hall.  
Our next meeting is September 20, 2017 at 
7:30 p.m.  Our book is Darktown:  A Novel by 
Thomas Mullen. "Some books educate, some 
books entertain; Thomas Mullen’s Darktown is 
the rare book that does both.” said Huffington 
Post.   Amazon Review said,   “A vivid, smart, 

intricately plotted crime saga that explores the 
timely issues of race, law enforcement, and the 
uneven scales of justice.”   Please bring a 
snack and join us.   A list of previous readings 
can be found at www.relaymaryland.com.  
 

 
 
MEN’S CLUB – Thursday, September 21 
Men’s Club meets on the 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays of every month. For information, 
contact Ed Hardester at 
ehardester@icloud.com or 443-257-9981. 
 
RELAY DAY – Sunday, October 1 noon – 
5PM at the Town Hall 
Last year’s Relay Day was a huge success. It 
brought together young and old, new neighbors 
and longtime friends, canine and human for a 
terrific celebration. The success was due to the 
amazing contributions of so many community 
members. 
 
This year we have some sangria and 
homebrew contests, chicken bingo, cupcake 
decorating, bake sale, moon bounce, face 
painting, spin art, pie eating contest, children's 
games, music and local craft vendors and 
more. And of course the Men’s Club will 
provide great food. 
 
If you would like to donate a baked good, 
please sign up 
here www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0548adab
2ba13-relay or email jermvetock@yahoo.com 
 
If you would like to volunteer, please contact 
jermvetock@yahoo.com 
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If you want to place your home-brew beer in 
the Homebrew Contest, please contact Howard 
Wellman at hbwellman99@gmail.com  
 
Thank you and see you at the Town Hall on 
Sunday, October 1.  
 
Annual Sangria Tasting and Contest- Wine 
Glasses Needed  
Preparations for Relay Day are underway and 
the popular Sangria Tasting and Contest will 
again be featured.  Last year there were six 
entries and all were delicious. Now is the time 
to start perfecting your recipe!     
 
We are collecting wine glasses for the tasting. 
 If you can donate a glass or two, please drop 
off to Kathy Plitt, 707 Woodland Drive or 
contact for pick up. plittk@yahoo.com  
 
WINE AND CHEESE – Friday, October 20, 
7PM till late 
The popular 
Wine and 
Cheese Party 
returns, hosted 
by John and 
Linda Kacur, at 
the Town Hall. 
Admission is $20 
per person or 
$10 if you bring a bottle of wine to share. 
Cheese, crackers and other goodies will be 
provided. You are cordially invited to join us for 
a relaxing, fun evening at the Town Hall. It is 
really fun.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RELAY WATER STOP  

Thanks to those who got up early on the 
morning of the 4th of July to provide water for 
runners in the annual 4th of July 10K that 
comes through our town. Our thanks to Chris 
Zack for leading this community effort. 
Volunteers were Olivia Foster, Maddie Foster 
Diana Chism, Chris Zach, Gabrielle 
Hourticolon and Kathy Plitt. 
 
GUINNESS BREWERY UPDATE 
According to Baltimore County, the Board of 
Liquor License Commissions for Baltimore 
County has approved a liquor license for the 
Guinness Brewery.  
 
http://baltimore.cbslocal.com/2017/08/16/guinn
ess-brewery/ 
 
 

 
 
Yay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Sarah Gantz
The Baltimore Sun

AUGUST 16, 2017, 2:55 PM

he Guinness Open Gate Brewery & Barrel House took another step forward as the brewer secured a liquor license for its planned
Baltimore County taproom.

The Board of Liquor License Commissioners for Baltimore County unanimously approved the on-premise consumption permit, the
county said Wednesday.

“This approval is a key next step in creating a world-class tourist destination that will bring new investment, new jobs, and an exciting
brew experience,” said Baltimore County Executive Kevin Kamenetz, in a statement.

Guinness maker Diageo plans to spend $50 million to turn its former Seagram’s bottling plant in Relay into a brewery and taproom that
could employ 70 people.

Earlier this year, state lawmakers approved legislation that significantly increases the amount of beer breweries can sell at in-house
taprooms.

The legislation was crucial for Diageo, which expects the facility to draw 250,000 visitors a year.

“We are excited to open up our brewery next year to visitors and be a part of something that will help strengthen Maryland tourism, the
local brewing community and boost economic growth,” said Dwayne Kratt, Diageo’s senior director of government relations northeast,

Rendering of the proposed Guinness brewery in Relay. (HANDOUT)

Guinness gets liquor license for Baltimore County taproom - Baltimore Sun http://www.baltimoresun.com/business/bs-bz-guinness-liquor-license-20...

1 of 2 8/17/17, 9:23 AM
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NEW RELAY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
We are all excited to see that the new 
elementary school is opening soon.    

 
It is a new building with a new principal, Jason 
Barnett.  Welcome, Mr. Barnett!  He recently 
wrote… 
 
Relay Elementary is a 
collaborative learning 
community where life-
long learners and 
responsible leaders 
are enriched through 
supportive, caring 
relationships and 
authentic challenging 
experiences.  Parents 
and community 
members are critical 
partners in our journey 
of educating the leaders tomorrow.  We must 
commit to being responsible for supporting 
children in successfully accomplishing their 
dreams and aspirations.  Always consider what 
is best for children based upon their 
uniqueness, personality, and learning style.  I 
look forward to working with students, staff, 
parents and community members as we work 
toward the common goal of increasing student 
achievement. 
 
Sounds good to me.  
 
 
 

 
 
DECEMBER 2017 RELAY HOUSE TOUR  
We would like to thank Adrienne Wheeler for 
volunteering to organize the Relay House Tour.   
The House Tour is a great Relay tradition and 
a fun way to get to know your neighbors.   
 
The Relay Improvement Association is seeking 
six Relay homes for our annual house tour this 
upcoming December.  Join the ranks of 
celebrated porticoes and latticed dream-
scapes! Please let Adrienne Wheeler know at 
410-279-2903 or 
adrienneleewheeler@gmail.com if you are 
interested in being on the tour.  The date will 
be finalized soon. 
 
WELCOME BASKET BRIGADE 
Five neighbors were welcomed with a 
Welcome Basket in May. They are: 
Brian & Wendy Atkinson, Viaduct Ave.  
Chris Pollok and Caryn Fisher, Rolling Rd.  
Paul Hemme, Francis Ave.   
William Anto, Francis Ave. 
New friend, Sutton Ave. 
 

 
Chris Pollok and Caryn Fisher 
 
The next basket delivery will be during the first 
weekend in September. If you have a new 
neighbor, please let us know! 
plittk@yahoo.com  
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Thank you to following neighbors for their 
generosity, providing the many wonderful 
treats that fill these baskets to overflowing!!  
 
Rose Gloth, Theda Mayer, Faith Hermann, Sue 
Carnevale, Janice Smith, Nancy Mays, 
Michelle Monde, Sweet Bee Honey, Des and 
Mike Anson, Jennifer Stearns, Sheila Muccio, 
Diana Chism and Kathy Plitt. 
 
Please consider joining our merry band of do-
gooders who distribute welcome baskets to 
new neighbors. All you need to do is provide a 
small welcome treat for our new neighbors. 
Something homemade, home grown, or store 
bought, all are very much appreciated! Please 
contact Kathy Plitt at 443-255-8277 or 
plittk@yahoo.com if you would like to 
contribute, help fill, or deliver a basket.  Also, if 
you know of a new neighbor who should be 
welcomed, please contact Kathy with the 
details.  
 
COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
In Relay, brick medians now have stamped 
concrete, downed signs have been replaced, 
grass was cut along county sidewalks and 
potholes were fixed.  Thanks to Councilman 
Quirk’s office and aide Pete Kriscumas who 
made all this happen, once they were notified.    
 
RELAY TOWN HALL COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Ray Chism has volunteered to chair the Town 
Hall committee.  Ray is in charge of Hall 
maintenance. Thank you, Ray! 
 
Frank Meek has volunteered to handle Town 
Hall rentals.  Neighbors can contact Frank at 
relaytownhall@gmail.com or call 410-501-5506 
for rental information and questions. Thank 
you, Frank! 
 
If you are interested in renting the hall, get your 
requests in as soon as possible.  Remember 
you get a discount for being an RIA member! 
 
For additional rental information and pictures of 
different Town Hall setups used by our 
community, visit www.relaymaryland.com. 
 
 

RIA FACEBOOK PAGE 
You can check out the RIA Facebook page.  
Karen Sampson Hoffman has been keeping 
the Facebook site regularly updated. 282 
people have liked (ie. follow) this page. 
https://www.facebook.com/relayday/?fref=ts 
 
RECENT ACTIONS FROM THE 
LANDMARKS PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION  IN RELAY HISTORIC 
DISTRICT 
Several of our neighbors have received 
permission for renovations. 
Proposed construction of a new home at 5008 
Cedar Avenue was referred to a Technical 
Committee to help the property owner design a 
house more appropriate to the neighborhood. 
Two properties were referred for code 
violations due to either “demolition by neglect” 
or inappropriate unpermitted renovations to a 
listed building.  LPC staff are monitoring 
adherence to the rulings. 
 
If you have any questions or need help 
filling out the forms, contact Howard 
Wellman (your neighbor and the RIA Historic 
District liaison – hbwellman99@gmail.com 
 
CATONSVILLE FARMER’S MARKET  
Check out Sundays at Catonsville Farmer's 
Market, located in the parking lot of Peace of 
Pizza behind Bill's Music.  The weekend 
market runs, RAIN OR SHINE, through 
November 19, 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
 
RELAY ADVENTURERS 
This year, two of 
Relay’s own, Mary 
Beth and Shelby 
Meek visited 
China.   They 
walked the Great 
Wall in Beijing, 
rode a bike on the 
city wall of Xi’an, 
climbed to the 
100th floor (no – 
not by steps, by 
elevator) in 
Shanghai, and 
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climbed a mountain (albeit in a cable car) in 
Hong Kong.   
Two years ago, Shelby was 1 of 20 students 
selected by their Chinese language teacher at 
Arbutus Middle School for an opportunity to 
travel to China.   
 
PERSONALS 
 
Congratulations to Kathy and Rex Greathouse 
who were married on August 7, 2017.   
 
Congratulations to Karen and Gerald Kende 
who were married on July 29, 2017.     
 
Best wishes to Paul and Lucy McKean as they 
take up residence in Charlestown.  

Deepest sympathy to Penny Lemmerman and 
family on the loss of her dad recently.  The full 
obituary is available at  
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/baltimoresun/
obituary.aspx?page=lifestory&pid=186349058 
 
Au revoir to Beth Arman and Rob Mintz and 
son Julian of Arlington Avenue as they move to 
the West Coast. 
 
Farewell to Dennis and Michelle Sheehan and 
family of Hazel Avenue who have relocated to 
the Orlando area.  
 
 
Special thanks to Newsletter contributors  
Kathy Plitt, Mary Beth and Shelby Meek, Laura 
Vetock, Howard Wellman, Chris Zach, Kathy 
Trevey and Faith and Bill Hermann. 

 

Relay Improvement Association Contact List 
 
Contact Event Telephone E-mail 
Chris President / Yard Sale 410-536-4909 cz@alembic.crystel.com 
Karen Secretary 716-410-1096 karensampson95@yahoo.com 
Harry Treasurer 410-952-8271 doggerflog21228@aol.com 
Ray Town Hall 410-737-8163 chismr@verizon.net 
Anne Zoning 410-247-4036 anne.heinrichs@gmail.com 
JP Membership 410-782-0314 jcourn1@gmail.com 
Bill Nominating 410-242-4134 wmhermann@comcast.net 
Faith Community Relations / Bookies 410-242-4134 fchermann@comcast.net 
Ed Men’s Club 443-257-9981 ehardester@icloud.com 
Howard Relay Historic Committee 410-474-1226 hbwellman99@gmail.com 
Caroline Newsletter 443-799-4042 caroline.wellman12@gmail.com 
Kathy Covered Dish 410-294-3479 kathleennt61@comcast.net 
John & Linda Wine & Cheese Party 410-247-9530 lindakacur1@gmail.com 
Adrienne Relay House Tour 410-279-2903 adrienneleewheeler@gmail.com 





SAVE THE 
DATE!

RELAY DAY
October 1, 2017

SUNDAY 12-5pm
 RELAY TOWN HALL AND GROUNDS

COME ENJOY THE FUN!
•LOCAL VENDORS
•LIVE MUSIC
•BAKED GOODS
•BOUNCE HOUSE
•RAFFLES
•FOOD
  

•HOME BREW and 
 SANGRIA CONTEST 
•CHILDREN’S GAMES
•CHICKEN BINGO
        •GIVEAWAYS

RELAY, MD


