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                                         Relay Improvement Association Newsletter 
Volume:15 - Issue:03       www.relaymaryland.com 

        Relay Improvement Association Board of Directors 2015-2017 
President- Rob Mintz, robandbeth@raincity.com, 443-304-2459  

Vice-President- Richard Gloth, 410-536-0389 
Secretary- Karen Sampson Hoffman, karensampson95@yahoo.com, 716-410-1096  

      Treasurer- Harry Frank, doggerflog21228@aol.com, 410-952-8271       

 
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
September 14- RIA General Meeting   
September 16 – Relay Bookies 
September 19 - Community Yard Sale  
September 20- Covered Dish (Gleeson) 
October 2 - Wine and Cheese  
October 4 - Relay Day  
October 15 - Senior Luncheon  
October 16 – Newsletter Deadline for      
Submissions 
October 18- Covered Dish (Megarity) 
October 21 – Relay Bookies 
 

 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
With Theda stepping down as president of the 
improvement association, I find myself wondering 
how she managed to volunteer so much of her time.  
She had the help of many of us, but she gave of 
herself in a magnificent way.  We all owe her a 
great debt of gratitude.  Thanks also to Barbara 
Reeves who steps down as vice-president and who 
gave of her time without hesitation and with 
incredible grace.  Our new executive committee of 
Richard Gloth (VP), Karen Hoffman (Sec), and 
dedicated treasurer Harry Frank look forward to the 
challenge of filling their big shoes. 
 
As the lazy days of summer drift along, I thought I 
would reflect on the things that I think make life 
here in Relay so delightful.  While my family and I 
are relative newcomers, we have found a home here 
among all of you. The community is what makes 
our lives here rewarding and pleasant. As I walk 
around the neighborhood, I see people whose 
families have been here for generations living 
alongside people who come from other parts of 
Maryland, from other states, and from the most 
distant corners of the world, all working to create a 
supportive and strong neighborhood. 
 
For me, summer in Relay is the best season by far.  
True, it does mean slowly saying good bye to the 
fireflies that make our spring and early summer 
evenings so magical. But now, the buzz of the 
cicadas fills each steamy afternoon and our 
evenings are filled with chirping crickets. These 
sounds, punctuated by the squeals, horns, and bells 
of passing trains, will always remind me of Relay 
and its perfect pace of life. 
 
This year, more than any in recent memory, our 
little garden produced a bumper crop of delicious 
home-grown veggies.  The tomatoes seem to have 
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loved the wet days of June and July and are 
bringing us the most delicious fruits every day.   
The cucumbers and squash were great until they 
succumbed to the heat and a few hungry bunnies. 
Basil, chives, dill, and hot peppers were all reliable 
and the string beans were just delicious.  All we 
needed this summer were a few ears of sweet corn 
and a few steamed crabs to make a perfect 
Maryland feast.  
 
With the quiet, bountiful life we enjoy here in 
Relay, it is easy to ignore the fact that summer has 
not been quite so perfect a few miles east of us in 
Baltimore City.  The unrest of the spring and 
violence of the summer have been hard on many 
families and many neighborhoods. As one of the 
commuters who spends every day downtown, I am 
happy to say that things do seem to be settling. The 
restaurants, theaters, and museums are seeing the 
slow return of the crowds, but there is certainly 
more work to be done.  As football season begins 
and many of us head down to see the games, I hope 
you all will think of the businesses and 
entertainment venues that would love to see you 
again.   
 
Sadly, our quiet neighborhood is not immune to 
crime.  Many of our neighbors have been fortunate 
and have avoided burglaries, but several homes and 
cars saw thefts or break-ins.  The easiest way to 
reduce crime in our area is to remember to lock 
your car doors, lock your homes and close those 
windows that invite prowlers to look for 
opportunities.   
 
We can all help to keep Relay a great place to live. 
We can share in the enjoyment of our community 
by coming out for the fun events this fall, like Wine 
and Cheese and Relay Day.  We can volunteer; we 
can help each other; and we can look out for those 
who might need our assistance. I look forward to 
seeing you all out and about this Fall. 

 

RIA GENERAL MEETING – Monday, 
September 14 at 7:30 PM  
Thanks to our guest speaker from the last meeting, 
R. Jay Fisher, Baltimore County Sheriff, who talked 
about the Sheriff’s Office and even did a K-9 
demonstration.   

 
 
 

Welcome to our new Relay Improvement 
Association officers 2015-2017: 
President- Rob Mintz 
Vice President-Richard Gloth 
Secretary- Karen Hoffman 
Treasurer- Harry Frank 
 
Proposed amendments to policy RIA Handbook 
The Executive Board is proposing two amendments 
to Article V- Executive Committee.   These two 
proposals reflect how the Executive Board is 
currently operating and we think them to be good 
practices for present and future Boards. 
These proposals will be voted upon at the 
September 14 General meeting.   
 
ARTICLE V - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Proposed:  The Executive Committee shall require 
three written bids meeting the job specifications for 
all capital improvements to the Relay Town Hall 
before making a recommendation to the 
membership.  [9/14/15] 
 
Proposed:  The Executive Committee shall be 
notified by the Treasurer in writing of all transfers 
of funds from savings to checking.  [9/14/15] 
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SWES – Special call for tuna, peanut butter and 
mac and cheese. 
Please continue to bring your non-perishable food 
for SWES to the RIA general meeting.  We have 
had word that they are most in need of tuna, peanut 
butter and mac and cheese. Thanks to Lucy 
McKean for transporting the food to SWES. 
 
RELAY BOOKIES – Wednesday, September 16 
and October 21 
The Bookies will meet on September 16 and 
October 21 at 7:30 PM at the Town Hall to discuss 
our next books, The All-Girls Filling Station’s Last 
Reunion:  A Novel by Fannie Flagg and My 
Sunshine Away by M.O. Walsh.   In the Fannie 
Flagg book, we learn about a mostly unknown part 
of American history—the W.A.S.P.s of World War 
II.  In the Walsh novel, which takes place in Baton 
Rouge in 1989, a young teen experiences a horrible 
crime late one evening near her home.  While these 
are two very different books, both will spark good 
discussion.  We hope you can join us.   
 
COMMUNITY YARD SALE – Saturday, 
September 19 
It is a truism that one person’s trash is another 
person’s treasure. Due to popular demand, we are 
holding the annual community yard sale on 
Saturday, September 19, rain or shine.  Saturday is 
the biggest yard sale day in the area and residents 
wanted to schedule their sales for this day.  So, 

clean out your attics and basements and get ready.  
The RIA has advertised the Yard Sale online at the 
Baltimore Sun, on flyers around the neighborhood, 
and in Pennysaver, so we expect lots of visitors.  

 
Yard Sale Tips 
1. Organize your items.  Group kitchen items, 
children’s items, clothing, tools, etc. much like a 
department store.  If you don’t have a clothes rack, 
hang clothes on a rope between trees or fold them 
on a table.   
 
2.  Price your items with a Sharpie on blue painter’s 
tape.  The tape color really stands out, and it can’t 
ruin the item you are pricing.   
 
3.  What’s the right price?  About 12-15% of the 
original retail value.  Items priced too high stay 
around longer.  
 
4.  Get change.  Be prepared for the $20 bill.  
 
5.  Got early birds?  Ask them to help put out the 
stuff.  
 
6.  Keep customers outside your house.    
 
What if you don’t sell everything?   
You can drop off leftover items to Goodwill 
(Routes 1 and 175) or SWES at the Arbutus United 
Methodist Church, 1201 Maple Road.   Or contact 
the charity of your choice to have items picked up at 
your door.  Below are four charities that send trucks 
to our neighborhood.  
 
Habitat for Humanity  410-366-1250 
 
National Children’s Center, Call 410-536-4205 to 
schedule a pickup. Items have to be able to be lifted 
by one person.  

Purple Heart does not accept furniture, but you can 
go online at www.purpleheartpickup.org to 
schedule a clothing, books, or small appliance 
pickup.  
  
Vietnam Veterans of America, Call 1-800-459-
VETS (8387) or go online at 
www.clothingdonations.org/maps/maryland.htm  
Accepts clothing of all types and sizes, accessories, 
shoes, baby items, glassware, books, toys, bikes, 
stereos, radios, portable TVs, all bedding, draperies, 
curtains, kitchenware, usable small furniture and 
rugs, small appliances, tools, jewelry and cosmetics. 
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COVERED DISH – Sunday, September 20, 6-8 
PM 
Thank you to Penny and Ben Lemmerman and 
Doreen and Al DeSa for hosting wonderful covered 
dish dinners these past few months.  
 
Next covered dish events:  
September 20, 6-8 PM 
Jennifer and David Gleeson 
4943 Cedar Ave 
 
October 18, 6-8 PM 
Cassie and Dylan Megarity 
1710 Forsythia Ln 
 
November 15 
Open  
 
If you are interested in hosting a covered dish, 
please contact Laura Vetock at 
jermvetock@yahoo.com. We are also looking for a 
new covered dish coordinator as of January 2106. 
 
WINE AND CHEESE PARTY – Friday, 
October 2 
The popular Wine and Cheese Party returns, hosted 
by John and Linda Kacur, at the Town Hall. 
Admission is $20 per person or $10 if you bring a 
bottle of wine to share. Cheese, crackers and other 
goodies will be provided. You are cordially invited 
to join us for a relaxing, fun evening at the Town 
Hall. It is really fun.  Look at all these happy Relay 
ladies!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
RELAY DAY 2015 - Sunday, October 4 -Noon to 
5PM 
We are looking forward to one of our favorite Fall 
events, Relay Day, to be held at the Relay Town 
Hall, on Sunday, October 4. 
 
Last year’s Relay Day was a huge success. It 
brought together young and old, new neighbors and 
longtime friends, canine and human for a terrific 
celebration. The success was due to the amazing 
contributions of so many community members. 
 
This year we have some new contributors and ideas; 
Sangria tasting contest, homebrew swap, and as 
well as perennial favorites; the great food provided 
by the Relay Men’s Club, delicious baked goods at 
the best bake sale, local craft vendors, kids’ games, 
music and all around fun celebrating our town. 
 
Please contact Sheila Muccio, 
relayday12@gmail.com, with any suggestions for 
improving this community event, contacts for local 
music acts, vendors and of course, to add your name 
to our volunteer list.   
 
Thank you and see you at the Town Hall on 
Sunday, October 4. 
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MEN’S CLUB –   
Men’s Club meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of 
every month. The club welcomes a new leader in Ed 
Hardester. For information, contact Ed at 
edward.hardester@ngc.com, 443-257-9981. 
 
NEW GUTTERS ON THE TOWN HALL 
This past spring the membership of the 
improvement association voted to replace the 
sagging gutters on our Town Hall.  We sought bids 
from several local contractors and decided that 
White Contracting would be the best for the job.  To 
keep costs low, we elected to have 5 inch gutters 
installed with 3 inch downspouts.  When the 
contractor began the work, he realized that the 
building called for a larger gutter system.  He 
installed 6 inch gutters and 4 inch spouts.  The bid 
for this work was based on the cost of the lighter 
material, but Charles White honored his bid.  He 
waived the higher cost of the installed materials, 
and we members of the improvement association 
are most appreciative. 
 
The end result is beautiful and will last for years to 
come.  We highly recommend Charles White of 
White contracting to any of you who may be 
looking at gutter replacements in the coming 
months. 

 
 

Three concrete sections of sidewalk will be replaced 
soon.   
 
Our thanks to Richard and Ray for seeing this work 
through to completion.  Our thanks also to Richard, 
Ray, Theda and Bill who helped to secure bids for 
the projects.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

SENIOR LUNCHEON-  Thursday, October 15 
Donna Hedeman Murphy and her sister, Cindy 
Hedeman Shreve of Gun Road have graciously 
volunteered to chair the Senior Luncheon this year.  
Our grateful thanks go to Theda Mayer and Karen 
Shannon who had organized this wonderful 
tradition for so many years. 
 
The Senior Luncheon will be held this year on 
October 15, from 11:30- 2PM.  The theme this year 
is “A Heartfelt Harvest” and there will be door 
prizes.  Invitations will be mailed, but if you know 
anyone who should be included, please contact 
Donna 410-804-4199 or Cindy 443-721-3389.   
 
Senior Luncheon Food and Volunteers  - We 
count on volunteers to make a side or dessert for our 
seniors and to set up and serve.  If you can help us 
this year in either way, please call Cindy Hedeman 
Shreve at 443-721-3389. 
 
RELAY REFRESHES REALLY HOT 
RUNNERS 
Thanks to the Relay residents who helped provide 
water for runners during this year’s Arbutus 4th of 
July 5K run.  The runners were very appreciative. 
 

 
 
Barb demonstrates perfect water handout form!! 
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FLAG RESTORATION UPDATE 
There was a July 1 Arbutus Times article on Ray 
Chism and the project.   
Check it out at 
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/balti
more-county/arbutus-lansdowne/ph-at-relay-banner-
0701-20150701-story.html.   
 
Thanks to Karen Hoffman for creating a Facebook 
page the service banner restoration project.   

To donate by check: 
Relay Service Banner Restoration Relay 
Improvement Association P.O. Box 24046 
Relay, MD 21227  

HOUSE FIRE IN RELAY UPDATE 
The Baltimore County Police Department filed their 
final report May 12, 2015 on the suspicious fire that 
occurred at 5008 Cedar Ave on February 17, 2015.   
 
The report summary says "At this time, there are no 
solvability factors to this case. Unless any 
additional information is obtained or gathered, this 
investigation is complete. The classification of this 
fire is listed as "Undetermined." " 
 
The Landmarks Commission issued the owner a 90-
day demolition permit on July 28, 2015.  The owner 
does not appear to have done any work since the 
permit was issued.  While there have been rumors 
that the property was sold recently, Landmarks Staff 
did some research on SDAT and have not found 
evidence of any ownership transfer. 
 
The Staff at Landmarks (and the neighborhood!) is 
grateful to our neighbor, Mr. Sanders, who has been 
cutting some of the grass on the property, keeping it 
from looking too overgrown. 
 
A WONDERFUL COMMUNITY CLEANUP 
Thank you to Rob and Beth Mintz for organizing 
the community cleanup in May. 
 
COMMUNITY RELATIONS GRAFFITI 
REMOVED 
We recently made requests of the County 
Department of Public Works and the State Highway 
Administration to clean gutters on the Cedar 
Avenue bridge (done the same day!) and to remove 
graffiti.   

RAY CHISM’S RELAY HISTORY FUN 
FACTS 
We are thrilled to be able to read the historical fun 
facts submitted to the newsletter by our local 
historian, Ray Chism.  
 
Part II: the Civil War Years and the Hotel 
 

 
Passengers waiting at the Viaduct Hotel 
Did you know? 
• During the Civil War, “Camp Relay House” was 

composed of number of camps and fortifications 
on both sides of the Patapsco River.  

• May 11, 1861 – Colonel Jones of the Sixth 
Massachusetts Regiment captured the steam gun 
at Ellicott’s Mills and brought it back to the 
Relay House. 

• May 13, 1861 – General Butler left the Relay 
house and captured Baltimore City. 

• Sept 13, 1862 – President Abraham Lincoln 
changed trains at the Relay House on his way to 
Antietam. 

• In 1872, the B&O built the Viaduct Hotel, a 
showcase combination hotel and station at Relay 
overlooking the Patapsco River. It was 
surrounded with gardens, graveled walkways, 
flower hedges, and evergreens. It was the first 
hotel station in the nation built for the comfort 
of the railway passengers. 

Stay tuned for more facts in the next newsletter. 
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GUN ROAD HOUSE AVAILABLE 
The house at 405 Gun Road is for sale.  If you know 
of someone looking for a lovely home in a lovely 
neighborhood, please suggest this empty house.  
Needless to say, the McKean and White families 
who share the same driveway, are concerned about 
the future of this once-family home. 
 
SECURITY REMINDER 
While there have been only sporadic reports of 
crimes over the past few months, a new round of car 
break-ins has begun.  Please be vigilant and report 
anyone suspicious by calling 911.  The police are 
aware of the increasing activity in our area and 
report that similar incidents have happened recently 
along Rolling Road across from the Park and Ride. 
 
As we all know, it is essential that we lock our car 
doors to keep the opportunity-seeking thieves away, 
but it is also very important to remove bags and 
other containers that might look valuable from your 
parked cars.  Even with locked doors, our new 
thieves are willing to break their way into our cars 
to take what they think they can sell. 
 
While it is sad that we must be constantly looking 
over our shoulders for the less lawful on our streets, 
if we take away their opportunities to commit 
crimes, everyone will be better off. 
 
NO DUMPING 
We have reports of trash dumping on Viaduct.  
Please help care for our neighborhood by making 
sure to dump any trash or waste in the appropriate 
location. 
 
THE BOYS FROM RELAY 
We have a special treat with this newsletter.  Lee F. 
Thurston, a Relay native who now lives in 
California wrote about the history of his family and 
some of the men whose names are on the Relay 
Town Memorial.  For those of you who receive the 
newsletter electronically, the ‘Boys from Relay’ 
will be part of the email.  For those of you receive 
the printed newsletter by mail, we will have printed 
copies available at the Town Hall or you can call 
me and I will send you a copy. Caroline Wellman 
443-799-4042. 
 
 

RELAY-RAISED ARTIST AT THE 
BALTIMORE MUSEUM OF ART 
Sara VanDerBeek (who grew up in the house on the 
corner of Linden and South Rolling Road) is now a 
successful contemporary artist in New York. She 
has a small exhibit at the Baltimore Museum of Art 
that is open and runs until September 20. The 
exhibit is inspired by her memories of Baltimore, 
from marble steps to UMBC dancers. There is a 
sculptural column that she said is inspired in part by 
the columns on some of the houses in Relay. If you 
enjoy abstract art, you may want to stop by. 
 
Interesting article in the Baltimore Sun about 
Relay native Sara VanDerbeek. 
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/ba
ltimore-county/arbutus-lansdowne/ph-at-sara-
vanderbeek-0805-20150804-story.html 
 
WELCOME BASKETS 
If you have new neighbors moving in, please send 
their name and address to Barbara 
(breeves@comcast.net) or Dot 
(dteipe@comcast.net) so they can be included in the 
next distribution of welcome baskets. 
 
THANK YOU!!! 
Huge thanks to this edition’s contributors: Theda 
Mayer, Laura Vetock, Barbara Reeves, Faith and 
Bill Hermann, Howard Wellman, Lucy McKean, 
Rob Mintz, Sheila Muccio, Lee F. Thurston, Ray 
Chism, Karen Sampson Hoffman, Donna Hedeman 
Murphy, and Cindy Hedeman Shreve for their 
valuable contributions.  
For the next newsletter, please send stories about 
how your house chose you and also for home 
improvement contractor recommendations. 
 
PERSONALS 
We are happy to announce the birth of Logan 
Alexander Sweet on July 23, 2015 at 10:48 to proud 
parents Ben and Lynda Sweet.  Heartiest 
congratulations to you all. 
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FOR YOUR FRIDGE 
 

RIA Contacts 
 
 

 
Your RIA Party Planner 
When  What  Where 
Monday, September 14 - 7:30 PM 
 
 

RIA General Meeting   Relay Town Hall 

Wednesday, September 16 - 7:30 PM Relay Bookies Relay Town Hall 
Saturday, September 19 - 8AM – noon  Community Yard Sale  
Sunday, September 20 – 6-8 PM 
 

Covered Dish  David and Jennifer Gleeson  
4943 Cedar Ave 

Friday, October 2 – 7PM – late 
 

Wine and Cheese Relay Town Hall 

Sunday, October 4 - Noon to 5PM 
 

Relay Day  Relay Town Hall area 

Thursday, October 15 – 11:30 – 2PM Senior Luncheon Relay Town Hall 
Friday, October 16  - anytime Newsletter Deadline  Your House 
Sunday, October 18 - 6-8 PM 
 

Covered Dish  Cassie and Dylan Megarity 
4943 Cedar Ave 

Wednesday, October 21  Relay Bookies Relay Town Hall 
 

RIA  
Contact Event Telephone E-mail 

Rob President 443-304-2459 robandbeth@raincity.com 
Richard Vice-President/ Town Hall 410-536-0389  
Karen Secretary 716-410-1096 karensampson95@yahoo.com,  
Harry Treasurer 410-952-8271 doggerflog21228@aol.com 
Kim Zoning 410-737-0230 boxsenkus@erols.com 

JP Membership 410-782-0314 relayimprovementassociation@gmail.c
om 

Bill Nominating / Yard Sale 410-242-4134 wmhermann@comcast.net 

Faith Community Relations / Yard 
Sale 410-242-4134 fchermann@comcast.net 

Ed Men’s Club  443-257-9981 edward.hardester@ngc.com 
Karen  Bookies 410-242-2833 ksha106299@aol.com 
Laura Covered Dish 410-242-5329 jermvetock@yahoo.com 
John and Linda Wine & Cheese Party 410-247-9530 victorian_rose@comcast.net 
Sheila Relay Day 443-286-6122 3sheetsandasmooch@comcast.net 
Howard Relay Historic Committee 410-474-1226 wellmanconservation@comcast.net 
Caroline Newsletter 443-799-4042 caroline.wellman12@gmail.com 
Cindy and 
Donna Senior Luncheon  443-721-3389 crolfzen73@comcast.net 

 


