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Relay Improvement Association Board of Directors 2011-2013 
President- Theda Mayer, theda_mayer@hcpss.org, 410-737-9319  

Vice-President- Barbara Reeves, breeves@comcast@net, 410-247-1947 
Secretary- Rob Mintz, robandbeth@raincity.com, 443-304-2459 

Treasurer- Ed Hardester, edward.hardester@ngc.com, 410-242-9042

RELAY DAY is September 29, noon to 5 PM. Also, new Relay Yard Art challenge on newsletter last page  
 
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Once again I am pleased to report that the state of 
Relay is good. Since our last general meeting in 
May we’ve been busy.  
 
On May 23, we held a Crime Forum for a standing 
room only crowd. In addition to offering sound 
advice on how to keep our homes and property 
secured, Officer 
Warehime of the 
Baltimore County Police 
Department reported that 
an arrest had been made in 
connection with the three 
break-ins on Arlington 
Ave. I have to thank the 
police for doing an 
excellent job in 
collaboration with support 
from our active 
community (pictured 
below).   
 

On June 10, All In One United petitioned the county 
for a change in zoning in order to operate a used car 
lot at 5230 Washington Blvd., the former site of 
Vehicles for Change. After the community 
presented a united front on this issue, the petition 
was withdrawn. I would like to note that the 
concern of the community was not because a 
business wanted to open in this location, but 
because cars would again be parked in the 100-year 
floodplain.  

On June 12, the Baltimore County Historical Trust, 
Inc. awarded us $1000 towards the exterior painting 
of the Town Hall. Thank you to Faith and Bill 
Hermann for applying for this grant on very short 
notice. 
 
And looking forward, fall is always the best time of 
the year for community activities in Relay. With the 
Community Yard Sale, Wine and Cheese party, 
Relay Day and senior luncheon day in addition to 
our regular Bookies, Men’s Club and covered dish 
dinners, we’re more active than a forest full of 
squirrels around here. I look forward to seeing all of 
you at one or more of these events, especially the 
October 13 covered dish at my house. You can tour 
the new addition. Hopefully I’ll have the window 
treatments finished by then. 
We are closing in on collecting the amount of 
money we need to build new steps with railings and 
better lighting from the Town Hall to the parking 
lot. Through the brick drive we raised close to 
$2000 and we also received generous donations in 
memory of Greg Senkus.   
 
Finally, as most of 
you know, our 
friend and 
neighbor Greg 
Senkus passed 
away on June 13.  
He was an active 
leader in our 
community, a guy 
who was 
passionate about 
his trade and 
committed to the 
restoration of 
historic houses. 

September, 2013 

Greg Senkus  
June 30, 1951 – June 13, 2013 

Officer Warehime 
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He was also committed to the people who live here.  
I have known him to drive into the city at night to 
retrieve a car when no one else would go, to hire 
folks to work with him who had more need than 
expertise and to come to the rescue of friends, 
family, and furry creatures alike. He was generous 
with the most valuable commodity of all - time. If 
you didn’t have the money to hire him, he would 
take the time to advise you on the how to do the 
work yourself. He was a great listener and had a 
knack for smoothing ruffled feathers. He had a 
playful side and more life to live than he had time to 
live it. We will miss him. 
 
What we have done for ourselves alone dies with 
us; what we have done for others and the world 
remains and is immortal.  Albert Pike 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
August 26 – RIA Agenda Setting Meeting 
September 9 – RIA General Meeting  
September 15 – Covered Dish Dinner (Megarity) 
September 18 – Bookies 10th Anniversary Party 
September 21 – Community Yard Sale 
September 27  – Wine and Cheese Party 
September 29 – Relay Day 
October 11 – Newsletter submissions deadline 
October 13 – Covered Dish Dinner (Mayer) 
October 16 - Bookies 
November 1 –Senior Luncheon 
 
RIA AGENDA SETTING MEETING -  
Monday, August 26 at 7:30 PM- If you have a 
topic you would like to add to the September 9 
General Meeting Agenda, please come to the Town 
Hall. Any member is welcome. 
 
RIA GENERAL MEETING – Monday, 
September 9 at 7:30 PM 
We are pleased to welcome Mr. Vincent Gardina, 
Director of the Department of Environmental 
Protection and Sustainability in Baltimore County 
as guest speaker. As you may recall, during our 
May RIA meeting we discussed the Rain Tax Issue. 
After that meeting we sent him a list of questions. 
His written answers to our questions can be found 
later in this newsletter. During the September 9 
meeting he will follow up on any further questions.  
The RIA remains committed to Maryland Food 
Bank collection. A box for non-perishable foods 
will be at the front door of the Town Hall before the 

general meeting on September 9. Thanks to all 
those who have donated in the past. The box seems 
to get bigger each time. Also, thank you to Lucy 
McKean for taking the food to SWES. 
 
MEN’S CLUB – Thursday, September 19 
Men’s Club meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of 
every month. For information, contact Bruce Packal 
at 443-413-3057. 
 
COVERED DISH – Sunday, September 15 6-8 
PM 
Many thanks to the Youngs and DeSas for 
wonderful covered dish dinners this past spring.  
Note the smiling faces of our RIA neighbors in the 
following pictures. 
 

 
 
Upcoming covered dish events will be:  
 
- September 15 from 6–8 PM at the Megarity’s 
1710 Forsythe Lane 
- October 13 from 6-8 PM at Theda Mayer’s house 
5163 Viaduct Ave.  
 
As usual, please bring a dish to share. We’re 
looking for someone to host in November. If you’re 
interested in hosting a covered dish, kindly contact 
the lovely Laura Vetock 410-302-8511.   
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RELAY BOOKIES – Wednesday, September 18 
at 7:30 PM 
The Relay Bookies will celebrate their 10-year 
anniversary at the Town Hall. Karen Shannon and 
others established the group in 2003, and we are so 
glad they did!  Please RSVP to Faith if you plan to 
attend as we need to get an accurate count. In 
preparation for the celebration we will be reading 
The Cellist of Sarajevo by Steven Galloway. We 
hope you can join us if you were a charter member 
or have joined recently.   
Our remaining books for 2013 are My Beloved 
World by Sonia Sotomayor, The Righteous Mind: 
Why Good People Are Divided by Politics and 
Religion by Jonathan Haidt, Pride and Prejudice by 
Jane Austen.   
 
YARD SALE - Saturday, September 21 
‘One person’s trash is another’s treasure’ 
Due to popular demand, we are holding our annual 
community yard sale on Saturday, September 21, 
rain or shine. Saturday is the biggest yard sale day 
in the area and residents wanted to schedule their 
sales for this day, rather than the usual third Sunday 
of September. So, clean out your attics and 
basements. The RIA has advertised the Yard Sale 
online at the Baltimore Sun, on flyers around the 
neighborhood and in Pennysaver, so we expect lots 
of visitors.  
Some helpful hints for a successful yard sale:  Sort 
your stuff. Get change. Be prepared for the $20 bill.  
Got early birds? Ask them to help put out the stuff.   
Keep your customers outside your house. Throw out 
items which are trash!  Donate usable leftover items 
to a charity.  
You can drop off donations to Goodwill (Routes 1 
and 175) or SWES at the Arbutus United Methodist 
Church, 1201 Maple Road. Or contact the charity of 
your choice to have items picked up at your door.  
Below are three charities that send trucks to our 
neighborhood.   
 
Purple Heart does not accept furniture, but you can 
go online at www.purpleheartpickup.org to 
schedule a clothing, books, or small appliance 
pickup.  
  
Vietnam Veterans of America, Call 1-800-459-
VETS (8387) or go online at 
www.clothingdonations.org/maps/maryland.htm  
They accept clothing of all types and sizes, clothing 

accessories, shoes, baby items, house glassware, 
books, toys, bikes, stereos, radios, portable TVs, all 
bedding, draperies, curtains, kitchenware, usable 
small furniture and rugs, small appliances, tools, 
jewelry and cosmetics. 
 
National Children’s Center, Call 410-536-4205 to 
schedule a pickup. Large furniture and other large 
items cannot be accepted.  Items have to be able to 
be lifted by one person.  
 
WINE AND CHEESE PARTY – Friday, 
September 27 at 7 PM 

The popular Wine and Cheese Party returns, hosted 
by John and Linda Kacur, at the Town Hall. 
Admission is $20 per person or $10 if you bring a 
bottle of wine to share. Cheese, crackers and other 
goodies will be provided. You are cordially invited 
to join us for a relaxing, fun evening at the Town 
Hall. 
 
RELAY DAY FESTIVAL – Sunday, September 
29, 12-5 PM 
The festival will be held at our glorious Relay Town 
Hall.  
Food/ games, crafts by local artists, vendors, live 
music. 
Some of this year’s festivities include: 
Bike and Trike Contest – Kids of all ages, decorate 
your bike and win a prize! 
Spin Art, Bake Table with homemade goodies, Face 
Painting, Dog Costume Contest – Put Fido in his 
best outfit and win a prize!  Sack Races and Pie 
Eating Contest, Food and Beverages by the Relay 
Men’s Club, and Raffles.  
 
Come for lunch, enjoy the entertainment, eat some 
dinner and have some fun!  It’s all for a good 
cause…the Town Hall. 
 
Help Support the Relay Day Festival 
Please help support our local community festival by 
donating a goodie for the Bake Table or by 
volunteering to help on the day of the festival. If 
you are interested, please contact Sheila Muccio at 
relayday12@gmail.com. 
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TENTH ANNIVERSARY SENIOR 
LUNCHEON -  Friday, November 1, 11:30 - 2 
PM  
All current and former retired residents of Relay 
over the age of 65 are invited to Relay’s Senior 
Luncheon at the Town Hall. Invitations will be 
mailed, but if you would like to attend or know 
someone who would like to attend, please contact 
Theda Mayer at 410-737-9319 or Karen Shannon at 
410-242-2833. 
 
Senior Luncheon Volunteers We rely on 
volunteers to prepare side dishes and desserts and 
serve at the luncheon. Food may be dropped off at 
the Town Hall on Thursday, October 31 between 6 
and 8 PM or at 11 AM on Friday. We appreciate 
your generous response. Please call Theda Mayer at 
410-737-9319 or Karen Shannon at 410-242-2833 
by October 28 to let them know what you will 
contribute. We welcome student volunteers. This is 
a great way to earn service hours. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 
With the sudden passing of Greg Senkus, Howard 
Wellman has taken on his duties on the Historic 
Preservation Advisory Committee. Howard has 
been living in Relay since 2010 when he and 
Caroline Wellman bought the Vanderbeek house at 
5112 S Rolling Road. They have been working with 
both the County Landmark Preservation 
Commission and the Maryland Historical Trust 
(MHT) as they fix up the 1890’s Queen Anne home, 
so there’s lot of experience on call there!  In 
addition, Howard is a professional monument and 
objects conservator with a lot of experience 
working with both the MHT and other preservation 
organizations. He is looking forward to helping 
Relay residents. 
If you have questions, please feel free to contact 
Howard at 410-474-1226 or by email at 
wellmanconservation@comcast.net. Howard is also 
looking for a few volunteers to help with the 
Historic Preservation Committee. 
Also FYI there is a Relay Historic District FAQ 
online at http://relaymaryland.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 

BUDDHIST BLESSING HELD AT RELAY 
TOWN HALL 
Our beloved town hall had some unique visitors in 
July. A Buddhist guru or teacher traveled from 

Nepal to talk about 
‘Empowerment of 
Life Blessing’ with 
150 Nepali 
Buddhists. Attendees 
came in from 
Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, DC 
and Maryland for the 
event. Thanks to our 
Town Hall manager 

and committee for maintaining such an attractive 
space. 
 
RELAY RESCUES ROVER 
We received the following from new Relay 
residents Sheryl and Gordon Snyder.  
“Thanks to all the people who helped to find our 
lost dog. 
  
Back in March, Gordon and I had gone out of town 
for a few hours, leaving our dog Ellie at the house. 

When got home, she was 
nowhere to be found. 
We had just moved to 
Relay 7 months earlier. 
We had put a doggie 
door in so she could go 
out and do her duty. She 
usually would come 
right back. But on that 
day Ellie must have 
caught the scent or sight 
of a fox and started 
chasing after it. 
  

When we got home we called Theda Mayer who 
gave us a couple of phone numbers of residents who 
would help. I apologize for not remembering who 
they were now, but thank you to whoever sent out 
the email to Relay. It was through that email that a 
guy called me the next day around 4 PM and said he 
saw a girl walking my dog, looking for its owner.  
We then started driving around the streets looking 
for the "girl with the dog." I found her and her 
friend just as they were going into their own 
driveway. (Thank you, Jamie and friend!!) They 

Ellie the Beagle 
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had walked all over....all day... trying to find Ellie's 
home! So, we thank you all for being so helpful in 
finding Ellie. I am so glad we moved to Relay!” 
 
SAVE THE BAY – PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
LOCAL STORM GUTTER 
With all the rain this summer the storm gutters are 
really getting clogged with debris. If you have one 
near your house, please take a peek inside and clean 
it out if necessary. The bay will thank you and it 
could save water problems in the future. 
 
WHAT’S THE RUSH?? 
A concerned Relay resident asks that we slow down 
as we drive through St. Denis and Relay. The 
posted speed is 25 MPH. We have lots of bicyclists, 
kids, runners and walkers on our streets and we 
want to respect each other and keep our 
neighborhood safe by going slowly. 
 
RELAY REFRESHES 10K RUNNERS AGAIN 
Early on July 4th, volunteers from Relay provided 
water for the 10K Arbutus road race.  Thanks to Bill 

Hermann, Barbara and Art Reeves, Janice and 
Lloyd Smith, Caroline and Howard Wellman, and 
Charlie Beusch and Edy (pictured above) for setting 
up, handing out and 
putting everything away.  
Rose and Richard Gloth 
(right with Theda) 
provided the mister and 
Ed Hardester saved the 
day with the cooler on 
wheels.  See you again 
next year. 
 
 

RAIN TAX INFO 
At the Relay Improvement Association meeting in 
May, several community members had questions 
about the new Stormwater Remediation Fee, better 
known as the “Rain Tax.”  Several of these 
questions were submitted to the office of Vincent 
Gardina, Director of the Department of 
Environmental Protection and Sustainability in 
Baltimore County, and below are responses he sent 
to those questions.  Mr. Gardina will be a guest 
speaker at the RIA September 9 meeting to follow 
up on this information and respond to additional 
questions. 
 
Was this fee in response to a federal 
requirement?  If so, what was that requirement? 
The fee resulted from a lawsuit by the Chesapeake 
Bay Foundation and others against the US 
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) for 
violation of the Clean Water Act (CWA) as it 
applied to pollutant loading and water quality in the 
Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. The Federal 
District court ruled in favor of the litigants and the 
order forced compliance with the CWA. The 
consent agreement was with USEPA who required 
states in the Bay watershed to come into compliance 
by addressing Total Maximum Daily Loads 
(TMDLs). These are pollutant load maximums for 
water bodies in the Bay watershed that will not 
impair the water quality. In order to meet these 
requirements, each State determined strategies to 
address the pollutant loading reduction. The State of 
Maryland imposed the fee on local jurisdictions so 
that they could fund the environmental projects and 
practices. These fees are dedicated for stormwater 
runoff treatment and cannot be used for other 
purposes. In Baltimore County, we determined that 
$33.4 million per year is needed to meet these 
requirements. 
 
Why do some counties not have to pay this fee? 
Ten counties are required to implement strategies 
now and all others will later. This was a 
determination of the legislature. Some counties are 
in violation including Frederick and Carroll. The ten 
counties that must implement plans now are: 
Baltimore City, Baltimore County, Anne Arundel, 
Montgomery, Prince George’s, Charles, Harford, 
Frederick, Carroll and Howard. 
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How did Baltimore County arrive at the fee 
figure that each household and business will 
pay? 
The fee is based on the cost to implement the 
practices needed to reduce pollutant loads so that 
the TMDLs are met. Baltimore County based it on a 
gap analysis which is the difference between 
existing funding and future funding needs to meet 
the pollutant reduction goals. 
 
Why is there such a difference in the fee that 
each county is charging? 
Each county has different impervious surface areas 
and different strategies. Some counties are meeting 
the law as required and others are not. Baltimore 
County, Howard, Montgomery, Prince Georges, 
Baltimore City are meeting the letter of the law now 
and others are deferring it or choosing to break the 
law. 
 
How will the money raised by this fee be used? 
It will be used for various practices that remove 
pollutants from storm water, e.g. reducing the 
impacts of storm drain effluent on streams, debris 
removal from storm water inlets and pipes, storm 
water management facility inspection and 
maintenance. (More information can be found at 
www.baltimorecountymd.gov/stormwaterfee) 
 
ARE OUR OUTSIDE LIGHTS TOO BRIGHT? 
Those who are of the right age may remember the 
movie, “Gremlins.” The beasties in that movie 
didn't like glare and had a habit of exclaiming, 
“Bright light! Bright light!” while shielding their 
eyes from the source. For most of his life, resident 
Mike Anson has had much in common with them. 
He says, ‘I like to run for exercise before dawn, and 
have found that the areas in which I am most likely 
to trip are those in which my neighbors have used 
bright lights which create deep shadows, rather than 
using directed ambient lights which provide good 
visibility. I was puzzled to see that many people 
seem to think that glaring lights at night promote 
safety. Quite the opposite is actually correct. An 
ambient glow is the best way to penetrate shadows 
to see potholes, trip-hazards and hiding spaces! We 
can see far more detail when the lights are 
shielded.’ 
He recommends we check out a brochure published 
by the International Dark-Sky Association “Crime 
Prevention Through Environmental Design.” This is 

a field of study that emphasizes overall crime 
prevention, with a specific emphasis on the types of 
lighting that best promote home security. It can be 
downloaded, for free, here: 
http://www.darksky.org/assets/documents/ida_safet
y_brochure.pdf. A similar, excellent guide 
describing wise residential lighting is found here: 
http://www.darksky.org/assets/documents/PG3-
residential-lighting.pdf . 
 
Here's to a bright but glare-free future. 
 
INTERESTED IN AN OWL PROWL OR 
NIGHT PHOTOGRAPHY? 
Patapsco State Park has all sorts of fun activities 
like finding out about turkey vultures or butterflies, 
going on an owl prowl, learning how to do night 
photography or how to dry flowers, children’s 
storytelling and star gazing. For more information, 
contact 
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/publiclands/pdfs/PVSP_
SD_augsept2013.pdf 
 
LOCAL BUSINESS WILL WALK YOUR DOG 
Does Fido need some extra exercise that you don’t 
have the time or interest in providing. Going out of 
town? Prancing Pooches is a local dog walking and 
pet sitting business owned by Jessica Milesky. Their 
services include daily visits, park excursions, trail 
running, overnight stays or puppy care. Howard and 
Caroline Wellman recommend their services.  
Contact information: www.prancing-pooches.com 
or email prancing_pooches@yahoo.com, phone 
410-371-6478. 
 
GET YOUR FRESH VEGGIES 
The Catonsville Farmers’ Market is open to 
customers from 10 AM - 1 PM, every Wednesday 
(rain or shine) May 1 until November 20, 2013 at 
106 Bloomsbury Ave in Catonsville.  There is a 
bounty of food offered weekly from beef, organic 
breads, smoked food products, eggs, chicken, lamb, 
honey products, fruit and vegetables for your 
families needs.  Whatever you need, you can find it 
at the Catonsville Farmers' Market. 
 
 
 
 
 
A FIRST BIRTHDAY 
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Please wish happy 
first birthday to 
Nathan Hardester, 
(another !)  
grandson of Ed and 
Pat Hardester.   
 
Another small 
child that takes 
after Ed.  We wish 
him the best.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOND FAREWELL 
Best wishes to Cathy, Dylan and Jessie Plitt on their 
recent move to Delaware. We will miss you. We are 
pleased to hear that Cathy will be back frequently to 
service her hair clients and visit family.  
 
THANKS TO NEWSLETTER 
CONTRIBUTORS!! 
Thanks to this newsletter’s contributors: Theda 
Mayer, Bill and Faith Hermann, Barb Reeves, 
Sheryl and Gordon Snyder, Howard and Caroline 
Wellman, Sheila Muccio, Mary Beth Meek, Mike 
Anson, Linda Cain, Kim Box and Ed and Pat 
Hardester. 
Articles, comments or photos for the newsletter are 
welcome. Please contact 
caroline.wellman12@gmail.com or 443-799-4042 
by October 11 to get into the next newsletter. 

 
 

Contact  Event  Telephone Email 
Theda President 410-737-9319 theda_mayer@hcpss.org 
Barb Vice President 410-247-1947 breeves@comcast.net 
Rob Secretary 443-304-2459 robandbeth@raincity.com 
Ed Treasurer 410-242-9042 Edward.hardester@ngc.com 
Richard Town Hall Manager 410-536-0389  
Faith Bookies 410-242-4134 fchermann@comcast.net 
Rob and Beth Community Cleanup 443-304-2459 robandbeth@raincity.com 
Laura Covered Dish 410-242-5329 jermvetock@yahoo.com 
Doreen House Tour 410-242-3218 ddesa@comcast.net 
JP  Membership 410-782-0314 relayimprovementassociation@gmail.com 
Bruce Men’s Club 443-413-3057 thepackals@comcast.net 
Caroline Newsletter 443-799-4042 caroline.wellman12@gmail.com 
Faith Yard Sale 410-242-4134 fchermann@comcast.net 
Linda and John Wine and Cheese 

Party 
410-247-9530 victorian_rose@comcast.net 

Kim Zoning 410-303-8234 boxsenkus@erols.com 
Howard Historic Preservation 410-474-1226 wellmanconservation@comcast.net 
 
 
  

Nathan 
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WILD ANIMALS OF RELAY AND ST. DENIS 
How well do you know our neighborhood? Can you match the following animals with their location in the 
neighborhood (Relay or St. Denis)?  If you can figure out the addresses for at least 9, please either email to 
caroline.wellman12@gmail.com or send via snailmail to 5112 South Rolling Road.  One winner will be 
selected out of correct responses on Relay Day for a fabulous prize. Note – the following pics are not to scale. 
 

 
  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 


