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 Relay Improvement Association Board of Directors 2015-2017 

President- TBD  
Vice-President- Christopher Zach, cz@alembic.crystel.com, 410 536-4909 

Secretary- Karen Sampson Hoffman, karensampson95@yahoo.com, 716-410-1096  
      Treasurer- Harry Frank, doggerflog21228@aol.com, 410-952-8271 
 

Greetings, Relay neighbors! 
 
The leaves are starting to fall, the chill is coming in 
the autumn winds and our Halloween decorations 
are up our house, also known as Boo Manor. Ah, 
Halloween, it is 
that one last 
celebration 
before the clocks 
turn back and 
days become 
nights. But for 
now, it is time to 
roll out the snow-
blowers, check 
and clean the 
chimney, bring in 
the flowers to keep for the winter, hunker down 
with family and start getting ready for those nice 
neighbor visits in the cold of winter. 
 
Along with the change of seasons is a change in the 
Relay Improvement Association (RIA).  As many of 
you are aware, during the September meeting, I 
accepted the position of RIA Vice President to fill 
out the remainder of the 2-year term.  
 
Let me tell you a bit about my family. We have 
lived in Hillside house on Francis Ave for 20 years 
now. Even though people still think of it as “Charlie 
Knode’s house”, it is becoming our own as well. 
From the back windows we can see the new 
elementary school being built, much change there, 
but long overdue.  
 
I have also been the Treasurer for the Lansdowne 
HS PTSA for three years. We have two children in 
Lansdowne, with the third in Relay Elementary. We 

have always been impressed with both the high 
quality of the education experience and the amazing 
amount of community support for our children and 
the schools. 
 
Alex, the kids, and I love this neighborhood and 
have very much enjoyed many fine events and 
gatherings we have as a community. I look forward 
to taking a part in this, and appreciate the tireless 
work of the board members, the various 
committees, and everyone who comes together here  
to make a community happen. 
 

 
 
 
 

WINTER RIA EVENTS CALENDAR 
NOVEMBER 2016 
Thurs., November 10, 
11AM – 2PM 

Senior Luncheon 

Mon., November 14,  
7:30 PM 

RIA General Meeting   
 

Weds., November 16, 
7:30 PM 

Relay Bookies  
 

Thurs., November 17  Men’s Club 
Sat., November 19,  
Noon 

Service Banner 
Dedication 

Sun., November 20, 
7:30 PM 

Covered Dish (Trevey) 

DECEMBER 2016 
Thurs., December 1 Men’s Club 
Weds., December 21, 
7:30 PM  

Relay Bookies 

JANUARY 2017 

Sun., January 22 Covered Dish (TBD) 

November, 2016  - WELCOME CHRIS ZACH, OUR NEW RIA VICE PRESIDENT  
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13th ANNUAL SENIOR LUNCHEON  -  
Thursday, November 10 from 11:00AM – 2PM 
Sisters Donna Murphy and Cindy Hedeman Shreve 
are co-chairing this event, as they did last 
year.  Invitations have been sent to approximately 
90 seniors living in our community or who once 
lived in our community.   If you know of anyone 
who has not received an invitation yet, but would 
like to attend, please have them contact Cindy 
Hedeman Shreve at 443-721-3389. Please 
remember to RSVP, so we know how many people 
will be attending. Thank you. 
 
This is always an interesting and fun event.   
 
Food and Volunteers 
We are hoping, once again, to count on volunteers 
and the good cooks of Relay.  We specifically need 
help in one or more of the following 4 categories: 
 
1.  Set up the night before (November 9, 6-8 PM) 
2.  Serve at luncheon from 10AM – 1PM 
3.  Clean up luncheon from 1-3PM 
4.  Make a side dish or a dessert 
 
You’ll be able to drop off your dish the night before 
or the day of the luncheon, as usual.   
 
Please respond to Cindy at 443-721-3389 if you are 
able to volunteer.  We all thank you in advance! 
 
RIA GENERAL MEETING – Monday, 
November 14 at 7:30 PM at the Town Hall 
Please join us at the next community meeting.  We 
will be voting on the proposed RIA budget for 2017 
which is appears later in this newsletter.   As usual, 
we will also hear about neighborhood event updates 
along with information from our representatives in 
Annapolis and our safety update from Officer 
Wareheim. 
 
Please continue to bring your non-perishable food 
for Southwest Emergency Services (SWES) to the 
RIA General Meeting. Thanks to Lucy McKean for 
transporting the food to SWES. 
 
BOOKIES – Wednesday, November 16 at 7:30 
PM at the Town Hall 
The Bookies meet usually on the third Wednesday 
of the month at the Town Hall.  Our next book is 
The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah.  

  
“In the quiet village of Carriveau in France in 
1939, Vianne Mauriac says goodbye to her 
husband, Antoine, as he heads for the Front.  She 
doesn’t believe that the Nazis will invade 
France...but invade they do, in droves of marching 
soldiers, in caravans of trucks and tanks, in planes 
that fill the skies and drop bombs upon the innocent. 
When a German captain requisitions Vianne’s 
home, she and her daughter must live with the 
enemy or lose everything. Without food or money or 
hope, as danger escalates all around them, she is 
forced to make one impossible choice after another 
to keep her family alive.” 
 
Please plan to join us for the discussion and bring a 
snack to share.  To see what we have read 
previously, please go to www.relaymaryland.com 
and click on Relay Bookies.  
 
MEN’S CLUB – Thursday, November 17 
Men’s Club meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of 
every month. For information, contact Ed Hardester 
at edward.hardester@ngc.com or 443-257-9981. 
 
SERVICE BANNER DEDICATION- at noon on 
Saturday, November 19 
A group of RIA neighbors, led by our very own Ray 
Chism, have completed the restoration of the WWI 
Service Banner.  The banner will be dedicated in an 
event at the Town Hall at noon on Saturday, 
November 19.  All are welcome to join. 
 
For any new folks, Relay's World War I banner 
includes stars for troops from Relay, St. Denis and 
Avalon.  The names of the troops on the banner are 
also engraved on the memorial across the street 
(next to the Relay Children’s Center). The service 
banner was found about 15 year ago, stowed away 
in a closet and was in bad shape. Parts of it were 
dirty and other parts were riddled with holes and 
there was concern that the fabric was beginning to 
deteriorate. 
 
In an effort to preserve the flag, Chism and his team 
raised thousands of dollars to hire a fabric restorer. 
The banner has now been restored and we’re 
thrilled to have it up in the Town Hall. 
Thank you, Ray and team for preserving the town's 
history. 
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COVERED DISH – Sunday, November 20, 6-8 
PM 
A resounding thank you, Caroline and Howard 
Wellman and Cassie and Dylan Megarity, for 
hosting wonderful covered dish dinner parties in 
September and October.  They were well attended 
and people shared lovely dishes and a lot of 
laughter and cheer.  
 

Next covered dish events:  
November 20, 6-8 PM – Kathy Trevey on Arlington 
January 22, 6-8 PM - TBD 
 
If you are interested in hosting a covered dish at 
your home, usually on the third Sunday of the 
month from 6-8PM, please contact Kathy at 
kathleen61@comcast.net or 410-294-3479.  
 

COMMUNITY YARD SALE 

 
Thanks to all those who participated in the annual 
Relay -St. Denis Community Yard Sale this year. 
Thanks also to Bill and Faith Hermann for 
organizing.  I’m not sure if anyone made any money 
or got rid of any junk, but it was a wonderful day of 
meeting neighbors and hanging out.   

 
 
 
 
 

WINE AND CHEESE PARTY  
How are they able to host such a glorious party 
every year? We thank John and Linda Kacur for 
holding yet 
another 
absolutely 
fabulous wine 
and cheese.  It 
was packed, 
noisy, fun and 
somehow classy 
all at the same 
time.   
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2016 RELAY DAY WAS OUTSTANDING! 
Despite some bleak weather in the morning, Relay 
Day was a great triumph! Music by Nutulusa, Ray 
Forton and Al 
Mack was heard 
throughout the 
day while people 
participated in 
spin art, cupcake 
decorating, face 
painting, bouncy 
castle jumping, 
children’s games 
and much more. Over 300 community members, 
residents, and friends attended this year’s event. 

 

 
One of the more popular events was the Sangria and 
Homebrew Tasting. The Sangria Contest winner 
was Ellie Moss with her Apple Cider Sangria. 
Howard Wellman won kudos for his homebrewed 
beer and cider made from apples and pears. A lucky 
Zaina A. won the pie-eating contest late in the day.  

 
We even had our first ever Chicken Bingo won by 
the Vetock family. (That’s Theda waving at us, 
below) 
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Amazing gift baskets, donated by local businesses 
were won by the following people: 
Theda Mayer quilt – 
Ella Roberts 
Wine basket – Gloria 
Huff 
Massage Basket – 
Erika 
Family dinner basket – 
Laura Vetock 
Eat Up and Work Out 
– Dot Teipe 
Garden of Delights – 
Sheila Muccio 
Halloween Basket – 
Carol Malone 
Bread n’ Honey – 
Caroline Wellman 
Creature Comforts – JoAnne Karpers 

 
The committee would like to thank all who 
volunteered to make this year’s Relay Day such a 
success! A special thank you goes to Sheila Muccio 
who has championed this fantastic event for the past 
several 
years. She 
is handing 
off the 
baton to 
Jennifer 
Gleeson 
and Laura 
Vetock to 
coordinate 
next year’s event. Please consider volunteering to 
continue this great Relay tradition. 
 
We look forward to seeing everyone next year! 

WHAT A HALLOWEEN PARTY!  
Thanks to Ellie and Steve Moss and Kathy Trevey 
for hosting the Halloween Party on Saturday, 
October 29.  What a great evening.  This was the 
first time in recent years we’ve had a neighborhood 
Halloween party for adults. 
 
WELCOME BASKETS 
Our new Welcome Baskets Coordinator Kathy Plitt 
is starting out with bounding enthusiasm. Gorgeous 
Welcome Baskets were delivered to 8 new families. 

 
 
Welcome to our neighborhood! 
Peter, Rachel, Joshua and Keely Sonntag on Tulip 
Avenue 
Robert, Kristen and Annie Ricigliano  on South 
Rolling Road 
Michele Monde on South Rolling Road 
Tom and Jan Vidmar on South Rolling Road 
Katie, Gus, Rose and Caleb Moreno on Magnolia 
Avenue 
Jules Seroskie and Jake on Viaduct Avenue 
Matt Hanzsche and Kristin Campbell on Francis 
Ave  
Todd and Beth Ferring on Center Street in St. Denis 
 
Many thanks to the generous committee members 
who supplied the items needed to fill the baskets: 
Jennifer Stearns, Rose Gloth, Diana Chism, Laura 
Vetock, Faith Hermann and Mike Anson. 
If you learn of a new neighbor or would like to join 
the committee, please contact Kathy Plitt, 
plittk@yahoo.com.  Volunteers are always needed 
to fill baskets once every 3 months and this is a nice 
low key way to contribute to our community.  The 
next basket delivery is planned for mid-January 
2017. 
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RELAY TOWN HALL UPDATE 
The town hall rentals are going very well. We are 
already getting rentals for next year.  We had two 
great community events this month, and are looking 
forward to the Halloween party at the end of the 
month.  If you are interested in renting the hall, get 
your requests in as soon as possible.  Contact is  
RelayTownHall@gmail.com or  
Kurt 410-501-5506. 
 
Remember, if you’ve been an RIA member in good 
standing for at least six months, you get a discount! 
 
The Town Hall Committee is looking for a new 
Town Hall Maintenance manager, now that Bill 
Hermann is stepping down. We would like to thank 
him for his many years of hard work and 
commitment to taking care of the Town Hall.  
 
THE JULIO PROPERTY 
Our new Zoning Committee Chair, Anne ‘Wink’ 
Heinrichs has shared the following update. 
Several neighbors have mentioned the construction 
apparatus on the Julio site, which is the large piece 
of land between Cedar Road and the rail line, near 
the Relay Elementary School. Pete, Councilman 
Quirk's aide, seems to think it's just grading that is 
required periodically to control runoff. I did check 
the permit office and there are no new permits 
issued on the property. In the past, the county 
required him to grade and seed the property to 
prevent soil erosion and runoff onto I195. 
 
Pete says they've heard nothing new about it. 
And thanks to the neighbors who are watching and 
reporting. I guess no news is good news. 
 
If you see anything interesting, please contact Anne 
Heinrichs at anne.heinrichs@gmail.com.  
 
PERSONALS 
Our deepest sympathies are extended to Bruce 
Packal and family on the loss of his father, Dennis, 
who passed away on October 17, 2016.   

Sen. Edward J. Kasemeyer (D), District 12 
(410) 841-3653 
e-mail: edward.kasemeyer@senate.state.md.us  
 
Del. Eric D. Ebersole (D), District 12A 
(410) 841-3328 
e-mail: eric.ebersole@house.state.md.us  
 
Del. Terri L. Hill (D), District 12A 
(410) 841-3378 
e-mail: terri.hill@house.state.md.us 
 
Relay residents recently received a newsletter in the 
mail from their District 12 State Senator and 
Delegates.  This summarized the results of the 2016 
legislative session.   
The following budget items are specifically for 
Baltimore County services and amenities: 
• Education: $639.2 million for public school 

operations; $45.8million for school 
construction; $5.7million for library operations; 
$43.6 million for community college operations; 
$2.0milllion to CCBC and $1.2million to the 
Catonsville campus; $43.20 million to UMBC; 
$96.4million to retirement payments for 
teachers, librarians and CC faculty and staff. 

• Public safety: $14.5 million 
• Social Services: $254.2 million 
• Highways and transportation: $5.2 million 
• Program Open Space: $2.9 million plus other 

funds for parks, playgrounds, etc. 
• Community Initiatives (Good Shepherd 

Services, Arbutus VFD): $230,000 
If you have any concerns, please contact your State 
Senator and Delegates listed above. They work for 
you! 
 
 
Special thanks to this edition’s fantastic 
contributors: 

 
DISTRICT 12 STATE POLITICS 
Del. Clarence K. Lam (D), District 12B 
(410) 841-3205 
e-mail: clarence.lam@house.state.md.us 
  
 

Faith and Bill Hermann, Chris Zach, Harry Frank, 
Karen Sampson Hoffman and Kurt Hoffman, Anne 
‘Wink’ Heinrichs, Kathy Plitt, Howard Wellman, 
Donna Murphy, Cindy Hedeman Shreve, JP 
Courneya, Sheila Muccio and Laura Vetock.



RIA Budget Report for CY 2017    10/20/16 
 
Income:         Budgeted 2017   
    
Donations (501c-3 tax deductible) $1,800   
Dues $3,000   
Events Revenue $3,000   
Rental Income $5,700  
    
Total Income $13,500   
 
 
Expenses: 
Accounting 0   
Advertising $100   
Bank Charges $50   
Event Expenses $1,700   
Insurance $2,200   
Office/Copy Expenses $150   
Newsletter Expense $800   
PO Box Rental $100   
Taxes $3000   
Town Hall 
  Capital Projects 0   
  Chair Lift Inspection $150   
  Fire Extinguisher  $50   
  Fire Inspection $500   
  Fire Inspection BC Permit $100   
  Fire Monitor $600   
  Gas & Electric $2,000   
  Hall Maintenance $1,100   
  Lawn Maintenance $800   
  Water $100   
    
Total Expenses $13,500  
  



Thank you to our generous donors who supported Relay Day! 
 

		 		 	

		 		 			

		 	

		 				 	

	


