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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

This autumn has shown us both the joys and the 
sorrows of living in a close-knit community. Our 
annual Wine and Cheese Party and Relay Day 
festival came together over the weekend of October 
2-4.  John and Linda Kacur did a tremendous job 
bringing together neighbors, both old and new, to 
share a glass of cheer and some great conversation.  
Just two days later, under a gray but rainless sky, 
Sheila Muccio led a group of dedicated volunteers 
too numerous to list here in producing a fun and 
festive celebration for Relay Day. From the colorful 
bounce house and kids’ games to the information 
booths and vendors to our own local chefs’ bake 
tables, there was something for everyone.  The 
donations each of you made to our book table, bake 
sale and raffle baskets all added up to much more 
than any of us ever expected. Relay Day is a perfect 
example of how we can come together as a 
community to create something really special.  
 
Following these days of joy and celebration, we 
were struck by the sudden loss of our Improvement 
Association Vice President, neighbor, and friend 
Richard Gloth on October 8.  Richard gave of 
himself as much as anyone in this community.  His 
absence will be felt for many years to come.  We 
can only hope to honor his memory by keeping 
alive the spirit of community he did so much to 
create and maintain.  In the face of this sad loss a 
band of caring families have organized to supply 
some dinners to Rose and her family as they make 

this most difficult transition.  Even in the sadness of 
these days, it is comforting to know that members 
of the community are here to help each other. 
 
In addition to volunteering your time and 
knowledge to the community, remember that we are 
now a 501-c3 registered charitable organization.  
This means any donation you make to the Relay 
Improvement Association can be listed as one of 
your itemized deductions on your tax return, 
excluding your small annual dues of $15 per person.  
Each year the Association pays to heat, cool, light, 
and insure the Town Hall.  These things all require 
a little money so we are always looking for support.  
You will see in this newsletter our proposed budget 
for the coming year. 
 
As the evenings become chilly and the leaves fall, I 
find it heartening to know that our neighborhood is 

filled with people 
whose generosity 
with their time and 
caring for each 
other’s wellbeing is 
profound and 
unconditional.  For 
any of you who have 
not heard it lately, 
“Thank you!” 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
November 8 - Covered Dish (Young) 
November 9 - RIA General Meeting   
November 12 - Senior Luncheon  
November 18 – Relay Bookies 
December 16 – Relay Bookies 
January 17 – Newsletter Deadline for Submission 
January Covered Dish - TBD 

November, 2015   REMEMBRANCE AND CELEBRATION  
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RIA GENERAL MEETING – Monday, 
November 9 at 7:30 PM  
Our guest speaker at the November meeting will be 
Rob Dyke, Park Manager for the Patapsco Valley 
State Park.  He will talk about the park and its use, 
including the park’s hunting program and Heritage 
Greenway designation. He will also respond to 
community questions related to the traffic and use 
issues that arose this summer and any other 
questions you may have. We also will be voting on 
the proposed RIA budget for 2016. 
 
SWES – Special call for tuna, peanut butter and 
mac and cheese. 
Please continue to bring your non-perishable food 
for SWES to the RIA general meeting.  We have 
had word that they are most in need of tuna, peanut 
butter and mac and cheese. Thanks to Lucy 
McKean for transporting the food to SWES. 
 
NEXT COVERED DISH – Sunday, November 8, 
5-7 PM 
Thank you to Jennifer and David Gleeson (pictured 
below) and Cassie and Dylan Megarity for hosting 
wonderful covered dish dinners these last two 
months.  

 
Next covered dish events:  
November 8, 5-7 PM (Please note change in date 
and time) 
Robert and Lisa Young 
 
January – TBD 
 
If you are interested in hosting a covered dish 
dinner, please contact Laura Vetock at 
jermvetock@yahoo.com. We are also looking for a 
new covered dish coordinator as of January 2016. 
 

SENIOR LUNCHEON- Thursday, November 12 
The 12th annual Senior Luncheon will be on 
Thursday, November 12 starting at 11:30 AM, 
doors open at 11AM. Invitations have already been 
mailed. If you know of anyone who has not 
received an invitation yet, but would like to attend, 
please have them contact Cindy Hedeman Shreve at 
443-721-3389. Please remember to RSVP, so we 
know how many people will be attending. Thank 
you. 
  
Food and Volunteers 
We are looking for volunteers to assist in making a 
dessert or gelatin salad or helping the day of the 
luncheon. If you can help us this year in either way, 
please contact Cindy. 
  
Donations 
If you would like to make a donation to offset the 
costs of the luncheon, please make the check 
payable to Relay Improvement Association with a 
note stating Senior Luncheon. Kindly send them to 
P.O. Box 24046, Relay, MD 21227.   
 
RELAY BOOKIES – Wednesday, November 18 
and December 16 
The Bookies meet on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the Town Hall at 7:30 p.m.  We meet 
again on November 18 (My Sunshine Away by 
M.O.Walsh) and December 16 (Holidays on Ice by 
David Sedaris).  
Our first book in the new year will be The Boys in 
the Boat:  Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest 
for Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics by Daniel 
James Brown.  It’s 404 pages, so we’ll need plenty 
of time to read it.  If you are able to join us, please 
bring a snack to share and plan to share your 
thoughts about the book.   
 
MEN’S CLUB    
Men’s Club meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of 
every month. For information, contact Ed Hardester 
at edward.hardester@ngc.com, 443-257-9981. 
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FUN AT WINE AND CHEESE  
We have to be the luckiest neighborhood in the 
world to have two fantastic members, John and 
Linda Kacur, who throw such an amazing Wine and 
Cheese Party every year.  And each year is more 
fabulous than the last with the decorations, wine, 
cheese and overall classy ambiance.   It was a great 
change to just relax with neighbors and friends in 
our very own Town Hall.  We had a great time.  
Thank you, John and Linda! 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

RELAY DAY A RESOUNDING SUCCESS 
Neither rain nor gray 
skies can dampen Relay’s 
long-running traditional 
community festival. 
Relay Day this year was a 
successful event, attended 
by almost 300 
community members, 
former residents and 
friends. Excited children 
lined up for this year’s 
bounce house while 
adults lined up to vote on 
the best sangria recipe 
and hear local musicians. 
 
“We had a really good turn out,” coordinator Sheila 
Muccio said. “We still had the pit beef stand by the 
Men’s Club and vendors upstairs and downstairs in 
the Town 
Hall. The rain 
didn’t seem 
to keep too 
many people 
away and 
they just 
crowded in 
the hall.” 
 
This year’s music featured the band Big Lunch and 
musicians Ray Forton and Brian Kendig on the 
town stage. The pet parade went on as planned – 
though there were only two contestants and one was 

a very clever metal 
sculpture! Kids had 
the opportunity to 
make spin art and 
families had their 
pictures taken at 
the photo booth. 
Local vendors had 
custom made and 
creative crafts for 
sale and of course 
Relay’s bakers had 
a fantastic baked 
goods table.  
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The festival was the highlight of the fall for Relay 
and St. Denis. There were games, prizes, and plenty 
of hot food.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year’s winners are: 
Dog Costume 
First Ben Sweet with Bella the Butterfly 

Princess 
Second Marjean Erwin with Steam Punk 

Dog 

 
Sangria 
First Penny Lemmerman 
Second Juanita Marquess 
Third Mary Beth Meek 
  
Candy Jar Cole Sheets 
Pie Eating Kathleen Hergenhan 
 
People won 
these 
beautiful 
gift 
baskets. If 
you haven’t 
heard, it 
probably 
wasn’t you.  
Better luck 
next year!!  
 
A heartfelt thanks for everyone’s contributions 
from the Relay Day Committee. 

TRAIN WHISTLE UPDATE 
Dear Ms. Adams: 
We have reviewed your request for a silent crossing 
for/in the vicinity of Gun Road and Patapsco State 
Park. 
 
The County is not able to pursue the Quiet Zone.  
At a minimum, the County would have to upgrade 
all train detection equipment before even applying 
to the Federal Government for consideration.  The 
estimate is $250,000-300,000 for just that upgrade.  
On top of the application and additional controls 
that would be required, the County does not have 
the resources available to undertake that effort.  
 
Additionally, engineers are still required to sound 
the horn to provide warnings to animals, 
pedestrians, trespassers, vehicles and any other 
activity they notice in the general area of the 
crossing area.  As an FYI, it was noted that horns 
are usually sounded in response to deer on or near 
tracks as well. 
 
Third, the Department of Natural Resources objects 
to the silent crossing and changes to the current set-
up.  That is an emergency exit from the State Park 
and they do not want it closed. 
 
Fourth, this location is listed on the County’s 
Master Plan for a bike crossing and upgrades to 
connect the Park and South Rolling Road.  Closing 
this crossing conflicts with the approved County 
Bike and Pedestrian plan.  
 
Based on these factors, we are not in a position to 
move forward at this time. 
 
Sincerely,  
Mike Filsinger, P.E., Chief, Division of Traffic 
Engineering, Bureau of Traffic Engineering and 
Transportation Planning 
 
BOO! 
Thanks to the “ghosts" in the neighborhood who 
have “booed" many of our neighbors in recent 
days!  The baskets and bags of treats left 
anonymously on doorsteps are a cheerful reminder 
that we appreciate one another at Halloween and 
throughout the year.  
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SERVICE BANNER UPDATE 
The World War I Service Banner is with the 
conservator and is now receiving much-needed 
attention. The process has required the banner to be 
frozen and stabilizing material adhered to the back. 
After this was done, cleaning would begin. 
 
The process will include cleaning with a special 
solution that will not harm the fabric and using 
small sponges to gradually remove dirt and grim 
from the surface. This will take several months 
before the next stage can begin. 
 
In the meantime, Ray Chism and the banner 
committee are interested in relocating the World 
War I Memorial from the Relay Children’s Center, 
which is the former Relay Elementary School 
building, and moving it to a location on the Town 
Hall property. The idea is to have the memorial with 
our local soldiers’ names displayed closer to the 
banner made for them, which in itself also became a 
memorial when three servicemen were killed and 
their stars on the banner were covered in gold 
thread. 
 
Ray Chism would like to see a committee formed to 
explore how to move the memorial plaque and 
where and how at the Town Hall to reinstall it. He 
has been in touch with the American Legion and the 
committee would like a community event 
celebrating the return of the restored banner and 
commemorating the United States’ entrance in 
World War I as a tribute to the Relay, St. Denis and 
Avalon young men who fought, and those who died, 
in the Great War.  If you are interested in joining 
this committee, please contact Karen Sampson 
Hoffman at karensampson95@yahoo.com or 716-
410-1096. 
 
HOW OUR HOUSE CHOSE US 
Laura, Jeremy and Annabelle Vetock  
It was the first and only house Jeremy and I looked 
at.  It sounds crazy, but yes, we only went into one 
house before putting in an offer. We knew we 
wanted an older home. (Jeremy’s parents live in a 
Victorian in Carlisle, PA.) So after seeing it listed in 
the Baltimore Sun, we decided to go to the Open 
House. And we fell in love.  
 

At the time, we weren’t quite ready to buy. We 
figured this Open House would just be practice. But 
it was such an interesting house with its turret, 
peaks, and porches. We told the realtor that were 
interested and found out that there was already a 
contract.  

 
But, a week later, the contract fell through. We were 
homeowners. And 17 years later, we are still in love 
with this house and with Relay. 
 
WELCOME TO RELAY BASKETS 
In September, the following new neighbors were 
welcomed to the Relay Community with baskets 
filled with local treats: 

• Robert & Morgan, 1812 Centre St.  
• Lauren & Tom, 1722 Arlington Ave. 
• Jeffrey  & Chris-Anne, 1823 Clarke Blvd. 
• Gail & Charles, 1550 Rolling Rd. 
• Mike & his children Colin & Charlotte, 

1724 Sutton Ave. 
Thank you to the 
Welcome 
Committee 
members who 
donated the items 
that made beautiful 
baskets:  Mike 
Anson, Kim Box, 
Doreen DeSa, 
Rose Gloth, Faith 
Hermann, Meg 
MacGill, Theda 
Mayer and Karen 
Shannon.  
 
If you have new neighbors, send their name and 
address to Barbara Reeves (breeves@comcast.net) 
or Dot Teipe (dteipe@comcast.net) so they can be 
included in the next distribution of Welcome 
Baskets. 
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THANK YOU!!! 
Thanks to this edition’s contributors: Theda Mayer, 
Laura Vetock, Barbara Reeves, Faith and Bill 
Hermann, Howard Wellman, Rob Mintz, Sheila 
Muccio, Ray Chism, Karen Sampson Hoffman and 
Cindy Hedeman Shreve for their valuable 
contributions.  
 
For the next newsletter, please send stories about 
how your house chose you and also your home 
improvement contractor recommendations. 
 
PERSONALS 
Happy birthday to Bob Young on October 20 and to 
Ellie Moss on October 24.   
 
All good wishes for a speedy recovery from her foot 
injury to Lisa Young.   
 
 

 
Also, thank you to those who supported Relay Day: 
Green Valley Marketplace 
Gianni's  
Ice Cream Cottage 
Elkridge Furnace Inn 
Wine - Cindy's Spirits 
Honey Basket- Steve and Kathy Sweet 
Relaxation Basket – Cassie Megarity 
Quilt – Theda Mayer 
Center Stage 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RIA Budget Report for CY 2016    10/20/15 
 
Income:         Budgeted 2016   
Carryover from 2015 0   
Donations (501c-3 tax deductible) $1,500   
Dues $2,250   
Events Revenue $3,200   
Rental Income $5,400   
Interest from Memorial Investment 0  
    
Total Income $12,350   
 
 
Expenses: 
Accounting 0   
Advertising $200   
Bank Charges $85   
Event Expenses $1,750   
Insurance $2,100   
Office/Copy Expenses $120   
Newsletter Expense $800   
PO Box Rental $80   
Taxes $900   
Town Hall 
  Capital Projects 0   
  Chair Lift Inspection $900   
  Fire Extinguisher  $20   
  Fire Inspection/ Monitor $1,050   
  Fire Inspection BC Permit $35   
  Gas & Electric $2,000   
  Hall Maintenance $1,500   
  Lawn Maintenance $750   
  Water $60   
    
Total Expenses $12,350  
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In Memory of Richard John Gloth Sr.   April 2, 1939 - October 8, 2015 

 
On Thursday, October 8th, 2015 Richard John Gloth Sr. (76) of Relay, MD beloved husband of Rose Gloth. 
Loving father of Richard John Gloth Jr. and Cynthia Walker and her husband Michael. Dear grandfather of 
Sarah Walker, Samantha Walker, and Carly Walker.  Services were held on Thursday, October 15, 2015 at 
Grace Episcopal Church in Elkridge.  Donations in Richard’s memory for the maintenance of the Town Hall 
may be made to the Relay Improvement Association, P.O. Box 24046, Relay, MD 21227. 
 
 
REMEMBERING A FRIEND 
 
I first met Richard at the Relay Elementary School in 
1946.  We were in Mrs. Arnold’s class and I remember 
her saying “Richard, please stop talking or you will have 
to sit in the cloak room.”  As you can guess, Richard sat 
in the cloakroom a lot. We went through elementary 
school together, played sports and became school safety 
patrol persons.  We were in the Christmas Pageants at 
the Methodist Church next to the Relay Town Hall. In 
the summer we built tree forts in the woods off Francis 
Avenue, played and fished in Patapsco State Park.  
Halloween in Relay was great fun. Moving Night was 
when we moved lawn furniture all around.  The next 
night we went back for candy. 
 
We went to Catonsville Junior High and then Catonsville High.  I later transferred to St. Paul’s in Towson. 
After I transferred to St. Paul’s, we kind of lost track.  We both married and raised families.  We really got back 
together when Richard joined the R.I.A. At that time, the Town Hall was a mess: no heat, carpet on the main 
floor, needed a roof, doors had big holes in them and it was full of junk.  One day he said, “You know, Ray, the 
Hall could pay for itself.”  “Richard,” I said, “it will cost a fortune.”  Richard responded, “No. No.  I have a 
plan.” The next day Richard started his plan.  He got a new roof for half of the original estimate. He had the 
furnace repaired.  He got a bunch of us together and we painted, cleaned and took truckloads of junk to the 
dump. He and I put down new tile floors in the bathrooms. He then got the outside painted and a new main 
wood door and a new kitchen floor.  
 
While he was doing this, he took charge of showing, renting and cleaning the hall. The hall then got new steps 
to the parking lot and a new outside light. His last projects were the new heavy-duty rainspouts and outside 
sidewalk repaired.  
 
I talked to him the night before he passed away and he still had other ideas for the Hall. 
 
The Relay Town Hall has been here for over 100 years.  Hopefully, it will be here for another hundred.  Many 
people have kept it going, but I think that Richard Gloth should be at the top of the list.  
 
Goodbye, old friend, and thanks for a wonderful job. 
Ray Chism 
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REMEBERING RICHARD 
 
On October 8 Relay lost its champion.  Richard Gloth, our vice-president and long time supporter, suffered a 
fatal heart attack.  Only the Sunday before he was slicing beef and grilling hamburgers at Relay Day.  I 
overheard someone say that anyone who didn’t like Richard didn’t know Richard.  I would agree with that 
statement.  He was not a one-dimensional man. 
 
Richard would be the first to tell you that he struggled in school.  Yet, he was very knowledgeable.  He was the 
go-to guy whether you needed something fixed or needed to find an honest lawyer.  He had an acumen for 
business and he read people quickly.  He could charm you or chew you out with equal aplomb. 
 
After his love for his wife Rose, his greatest passion was the 
Relay Town Hall.  He and his long time friend, Ray Chism, 
polished and spit-shined that building to a glory that it hadn’t seen 
since the day it was built.  Ray and Richard had a long history 
with that building. They had a long history with each other - over 
70 years.  Heck, there hasn’t been a school building in Relay that 
has stayed in operation for as long as they have been friends.  Sure 
they had disagreements, but they never let a difference of opinion 
get between their friendship. 
 
During my time as president, Richard and I had opposing views, 
but he never made them personal.  When I was having a tough 
time, he would give me a good hug and pull me back together.  
Hopefully, someone else will take over Richard’s job and rent the 
Town Hall.  It will be hard to find someone who will show the 
Hall, go back again so the renters can decide how to decorate, go 
over the rules and spend three hours the day after or the morning 
before cleaning, so the Hall is ready for the next rental. Richard 
will never be replaced.  No one has the history or passion for the 
building the way he did.  No one has the focus or staying power to get things done like he did. 
 
The last time I spoke to Richard was at Relay Day.  He was sitting.  I think he didn’t feel well then, but he 
wasn’t going to bow out on his responsibility.  I asked if they had cheeseburgers.  He said, “Can’t you read the 
sign?”  I wouldn’t have wanted Richard any other way. 
 
Theda Mayer 
 
Our condolences to Rose Gloth and family also on the loss of her brother-in-law, Francis Edwin Harman 
(husband of Richard’s late sister Jeannette), who passed away on October 19. 
 
A NOTE FROM ROSE 
Rose Gloth would like to express heartfelt thanks to community members who have rallied around her and her 
family at this difficult time.  Please know how grateful she is for all the kindness and support.
 


