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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Many thanks to Linda and 
John Kacur for hosting an 
outstanding Wine and 
Cheese, Faith and Bill 
Hermann for organizing 
the great community yard 
sale and Sheila Muccio 
and her army of volunteers 
for another Relay Day 

celebration. All of these events bring newcomers 
into the fold and enhance our sense of community. 
We have two 
more events this 
year, our annual 
Senior Luncheon 
and the 2014 
House Tour. I 
have visited each 
house recently 
and seen first 
hand the energy 
and the pride that the owners have put into each 
landscaping project, renovation and addition. Every 
plant, counter top and shade of paint has been 
chosen with care. I believe that an older home 
chooses its owners, not the other way around, and 
possesses them with the kind of patience and 
strength that such a home requires. So, in that spirit 
of celebration, I will tell my own house story.  
 
As many of you know I live in the house that my 
aunt Elizabeth Bennett lived in for 48 years. After 
she passed I had the opportunity of purchasing it 
from her son. Although I had strong emotional ties 
to this house, I had to be sensible. Could I afford it? 
Would it be a good move for me? During the nine 
months that the house was empty I entered the 
house quite often to mull over my decision. 
Actually any one could have entered the house. The 
key was under a conch shell on the tree stump next 
to the sidewalk. Sometimes I would just drive by at  

night to see what things looked like. One night I 
drove by and saw the back bedroom light on. No 
one was in the driveway, but I just thought probably 
Aunt Liz’s daughter had been in her old room 
looking for something of her mother’s, maybe 
reminiscing about the past. Several weeks later, I 
drove past and noticed the basement light was on. I 
thought, well maybe cousins were looking for some 
tools or mementos of their father’s navy days.  
 
Finally, I made the decision to buy and took sole 
possession of the key on the stump. The first thing I 
did was to renovate the bathroom before I moved in. 
Every day after work, I would meet the workman 
and lock up the house. One afternoon, the two guys 
working on the house asked if they could have a 
cabinet in the kitchen that had a bright florescent 
light. You know, the kind that could light up a 
runway on BWI. I said sure. That evening, as usual, 
I turned the kitchen light off and locked up. 
Something compelled me to drive past the house 
later that night and the kitchen light was on. How 
could this be? I distinctly remembered having 
turned it off and no one else had the key. Then I had 
that moment of enlightenment. What do you do 
when you are expecting someone to come home? 
You leave the light on of course.  
 
Please join us and bring your friends to the houses 
that call us home. We’ll leave the light on for you. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
November 4 – Senior Luncheon  
November 10 – RIA General Meeting  
November 16 - Covered Dish (Branham 6-8) 
November 19 - Bookies 
December 6 – House Tour 
December 17 – Bookies 
January 15 - Newsletter Submissions Deadline 
January 18 – Covered Dish (Plitt 6-8) 
January 21 - Bookies 
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SENIOR LUNCHEON – Nov. 4, 11:30 – 2 PM 
The Senior Luncheon will be held this year on 
Election Day from 11:30AM- 2PM. Invitations will 
be mailed, but if you know anyone who should be 
included, please contact Karen Shannon at 410-242-
2833 or Theda Mayer at 410-737-9319. The theme 
this year is “An All American Day.”  Come with an 
“I voted” sticker from the polls and get double 
chances on the door prize. The winner of the quilt 
raffle will be announced. 
 
We count on volunteers to make a side or dessert 
for our seniors and to set up and serve. If you can 
help us this year in either way, please call Theda 
Mayer at 410-737-9319. 
 
RIA GENERAL MEETING – Monday, Nov. 10 
at 7:30 PM  
Thanks to September’s speaker, William R. Evans, 
who told us about Maryland Orphans' Court. 
 
You’ve probably seen the construction taking place 
at the Catonsville Y on Rolling Road. Jill Black, 
Vice President of District Operations for the Y of 
Central Maryland and Spencer Merrill, Director of 
Membership and Program Development at the 
Catonsville Y will be our guest speakers at the 
November RIA meeting. They will highlight the 
major changes at the Catonsville Y and what those 
improvements will mean for their program offerings 
for both members and non-members. 
 
Please continue to bring your non-perishable food 
for SWES to the RIA general meeting. Peanut 
butter, spaghetti and sauce and mac and cheese are 
always welcome. Thanks to Lucy McKean for 
transporting the food to SWES. 
 
COVERED DISH – Sunday, Nov. 16 6-8 PM 
Thank you Megaritys for a 
wonderful covered dish.  
Next dish events:  
November 16 – Brandon 
and Clare Branham, 1539 
Rolling Road 
January 18 – Dolores and Herb Plitt 
 
As usual, please bring something to share. If you 
are interested in hosting a covered dish, please 
contact Laura Vetock at jermvetock@yahoo.com or 
410-242-5329. 

RELAY BOOKIES- Wednesday, Nov. 19 7:30 
PM 
The Bookies will meet on Wednesday, November 
19 at 7:30 PM to discuss the book, The Good Lord 
Bird by James McBride. This is the second book we 
have read by McBride as we read Song Yet Sung a 
few years ago. We invite you to read the book, 
bring a snack or beverage to share, and join us for a 
lively discussion.  
 
Our thanks to Carol Malone for hosting the Bookies 
last month at her home when we read King Peggy. 
 
RELAY HOUSE TOUR – Dec. 6 from 5 - 9 PM 
On December 6 between 5 and 9 PM, you will be 
able to go inside six of Relay’s historic homes and 
three churches.  A Living Nativity will also be 
occurring that evening at Grace Reformed 
Presbyterian Church on Linden.   Tickets can be 
purchased at the Town Hall starting at 4:30PM on 
the night of the House Tour. Admission is $15 per 
person, $12 for RIA members. This is your chance 
to appreciate all the hard work neighbors have done 
on their houses. Bring your friends and relatives and 
get the word out. Money raised goes to support the 
Town Hall. 
 
WINE AND CHEESE PARTY  
Thank you to 
John and Linda 
Kacur (pictured 
right with 
family) for 
hosting a 
fabulous wine 
and cheese party 
that went into 
the wee hours. We all had a great time. 
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RELAY-ST. DENIS YARD SALE A SUCCESS! 
Thanks to all those who participated in the annual 
Relay-St. Denis Community Yard Sale this year. 
Kudos to Bill and Faith for organizing!  
Regrettably, the Habitat for Humanity truck broke 
down on the side of the road, we were told, and they 
were unable to pick up leftover items. We 
rescheduled for the following Wednesday and they 
never showed.  
 
A ROCKIN’ RELAY DAY FESTIVAL!  
Our Relay Day organizer extraordinaire Sheila 
Muccio said “I am going to state the obvious when I 
say, We have a great community.” Add glorious 
town hall, great weather, music, food, games and 
friends and you get a fabulous Relay Day 2014.  
 
We were joined by new and 
long-time neighbors as well 
as people from as far as 
Towson and Glen Burnie. A 
number of folks are actively 
looking to become residents 
in our hamlet.  
 
The attractions included perennial favorites like fun 
kids games, The O Street Band, Mr. D’s Magic 
show, karaoke, raffle items, spin art, craft vendors, 
pit beef (we are Marylanders after all) and a sellout 
bake table. We had some new additions with the 
Baltimore Guitarist Group and In-Amen 
Presbyterian Church’s nail painting studio. 
  

The day’s proceeds 
benefit the RIA in 
their efforts to 
keep the Town 
Hall in great shape 
for our continued 
community use. A 
special thanks goes 
out the men of the 

Town Hall, our unsung heroes, for their tireless 
pursuit of Town Hall perfection.  
 
Many people made this day of community 
celebration possible. First thanks to the Relay Day 
2014 committee: Diana Chism, Rose and Richard 
Gloth, Jeremy Vetock, Bruce Packal, Theda Mayer, 
Mary Beth Meek and Karen Sampson Hoffman for 
continuing to bring this great event year after year.  

In addition, so many community members make 
this happen; Robert Young, Faith & Bill Hermann, 
Caroline & Howard Wellman, Cole & Jon Sheets, 
Charlie Beusch, Harry Frank, Dylan Megarity, 
Derek & Meredith Blottenberger, Kurt Hoffman, 
Laura Vetock, Clifford James, Dr. & Dr. Su, Kerry 

Chavez, Jessica Merritt, Art & Barbara Reeves, 
Gerry & Donna Talbert, Lucy McKean, Sheryl 
Snyder, Susie Quinn, Barb Jones, Linda Cain, 
Kathy & Kara Sweet, Meghan Magill, Heather 
Angler, Karen Shannon, Susan Carnevale & Jeff 
Hubbard, Frank Meek, Ed Hardester, Rob Ring, 
Ray Chism, Andy Shriver, Gloria Huff, Kim Box, 
Penny Lemmerman and Joey Metcalf.  
 
A resounding applause for the Bike and Trike and 
Dog Costume participants. 
 
Bike and Trike Winners 
Ula  - Sparkly Princess Award 
Major – Superhero Effort 
Award 
Anastasia – Queen of the Sea 
Award 
Kayla – Cool Tunes Award 
 
Dog Costume Winners 

First – ‘Hot Dog’ Toki 
the Chihuahua with Jill 
and Brendan. 
Second - ‘Proud 
Peacock’ Buddy the toy 
poodle with Rose Gloth. 
Third – ‘Cow’ Nala the 
toy poodle with Lauren 
Other great participants 
were ‘Princess’ the 
mixed breed with Kylee 
and Kyle and ‘Hatter’ the 
mixed breed with Maria 
and Alain. 
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Congratulations to the winners of the Relay Day 
Raffle Baskets this year. Winners were: Mickey 
Tait (Spa), Carolyn White (Christmas), Charlie 
Beusch (Coffee, Tea, and Peppermints), Barb Jones 
(Halloween), Sheila Muccio (Beer from Cindy’s 
Spirits), Kurt Hoffman (Family Fun), Silvia 
Williams (Honey), Dale Roberts (Date Night at the 
Elkridge Furnace Inn), Carol Malone (Rheb’s 
Chocolates and Gift Certificate to G.L. Shacks) 
 

Thanks to Relay residents 
Kim Box, Gloria Huff, 
Theda Mayer, Sheila 
Muccio, and Kathy & 
Steve Sweet for generous 
donations to the raffle 
baskets. A special thanks 
goes out the In-Amen 
Presbyterian Church teens 
who donated their table 
proceeds to the RIA. 

 
We may have 
forgotten someone, 
so please, the next 
neighbor you see, 
thank them for a 
great day! 
 
 
Please support the local businesses that made 
donations to Relay Day prizes or raffle baskets: 
The Hub-C'Ville Bikes, Rheb's, Bonfire, Cindy’s 
Liquors, The Elkridge Furnace Inn, Gianni’s, 
Umami Global Bistro, The Fractured Prune, R/C 
Hollywood Theater, The Sweet's Apiary, Paul's 
Restaurant, Sorrento's, Mike’s Pizza, Arbutus 
Cravvin’s and Subway, GL Shacks, Palm Beach 
Tan and the Ice Cream Cottage. 
 
 
Thank you Sheila for 
all your hard work.  
 
 
 
 
For more photos of Relay Day, please go to the RIA 
website www.relaymaryland.com. 
 

WWI RELAY SERVICE BANNER IN NEED 
OF RESTORATION  
During the First World War, a group of women 
from Relay, St. Denis and Avalon met to sew a 
service banner with a blue star for each young man 
from the three communities who answered this 
country’s call for servicemen to fight in Europe. 
 
Before the end of the war, the women of the 
Soldiers Memorial Committee had covered three of 
the blue stars with gold thread – three young men 
who died in service. 
 
Their service 
banner – the 
Relay-St. Denis-
Avalon banner 
now on display in 
the Relay Town 
Hall (right)– has 
survived the 95 
years since the 
close of World 
War I. In that time 
it has been tucked 
into storage rooms, 
left covered in dust 
and discovered 
again. It badly 
needs repair in order to continue to be displayed as 
a memorial for the Relay, St. Denis and Avalon 
veterans who served in World War I and those who 
served in each war and conflict since that time. 
 
“There’s very few flags like that left in the 
country,” community historian Ray Chism told the 
Relay Improvement Association Board and 
members during the September association meeting. 
“It’s lasted so long because it’s been in that frame 
and not outside in the sun.” 
The tradition of military service banners began 
during World War I. The banners are alternately 
called “blue star banners” or “son in service flags.” 
They are displayed by immediate family members 
who have a child, sibling or spouse deployed in 
military service and are often displayed in the 
home’s front window. Modern versions are 
sometimes seen as stickers on cars. A blue star for 
each deployed family member is centered on a 
white background and framed by a red border. 
During World War I and World War II, 
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communities made large service banners for public 
display for the young people called up from the 
local community. 
 
The gold star is created when a service member is 
killed during deployment. From this change to the 
banner, the title Gold Star Mother was created. 
 
Mr. Chism has had the Relay service banner 
professionally evaluated for preservation. The 
banner needs to be carefully removed from the 
frame and cleaned using the same methods used by 
the Smithsonian Institution to restore the Star-
Spangled Banner.  
 
The labor-intensive process of careful hand-
washing with specialty detergents, flattening out the 
creases and hand-stitching repairs will be 
expensive.  

 
“I’ve gotten three estimates and it’s going to be 
about $3,500 for the repairs,” Mr. Chism said. The 
amount does not some display costs, however. 
 
Once the banner is repaired, the frame will be 
modified to better support the banner, including a 
special ultra-violet filtering glass to protect the 
banner from light. If the frame cannot be used, a 
similar one will be constructed. 
 
The Committee to Restore the Relay Service 
Banner has started raising funds towards the 
restoration of this community treasure. Donations 
will be accepted towards the restoration and 
committee members are exploring the possibility of 
finding a grant to help with the costs. 
 
“The [service banner] was made by this 
community,” Chism said. “It belongs here.” 

For more information on the Relay Service banner 
or on how to make a donation, contact the 
Committee to Restore the Relay Service Banner at 
RelayServiceBanner@gmail.com. Donations can be 
sent to the Relay Improvement Association, Re: 
Service Banner, at P.O. Box 24046, Relay, MD 
21227. 
 
SUPPORT 21227 RESIDENTS IN NEED 
As we enter the holiday season, consider helping 
Southwest Emergency Services (SWES) feed needy 
families in the 21227 area at their annual December 
giving event. Families that have been referred by 
the area schools, churches, health department, or 
Social Services will be provided not only toys and 
clothing, but also Christmas dinner boxes. Each 
dinner box is filled with a 12 lb. turkey and all other 
food items needed to feed eight people. To help 
with the purchase of these dinner boxes, send your 
check, made out to “Southwest Emergency 
Services” to the SWES building at 1201 Maple 
Ave., Arbutus, MD 21227. 
 
HOME SWEET HOME 
Neighbor Sheryl Snyder tells her house story. 
When Gordon and I started our search for a bigger 
house to accommodate his mother, Millie, moving 
in with us, we had an impossible list of ‘have to 
have’ things. They were gas heat, fireplace, no well 
water/septic, huge yard with space for a garden, 
close to our kids home, close to transit and of 
course, a "suite" for Millie.  
 
So, let me share how I found this house at 1601 S 
Rolling Rd in Relay. Or, rather, how it found us, as 
Theda would say. 
  
I was lost...looking for the entrance to Patapsco 
Park when I saw this beautiful mini-mansion on the 
hill with a FOR SALE sign!  I instantly fell in love 
with it. After ringing the bell and finding nobody 
living there, I peeked in the windows. Ooh la la! I 
couldn’t wait to show it to Gordon on Zillow! But, 
after checking out the price, Gordon said "Dream 
on.” 
 
Almost two years went by and I kept "finding" this 
house (even though I got lost every time I went 
looking for it) and drooling and dreaming on. But, it 
was no longer for sale. Again...my heart sank. 
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When Gordon's sister came for Millie’s 90th 
birthday celebration, I took her by my dream house. 
We got lost again, of course. There was still nobody 
living there and it was not for sale. We rang the bell 
and poked around. She also loved it and after she 
got back to her home in Oregon, she just kept 
hounding us with, "Did you find out about that 
house yet?"  She was relentless!  To appease her, 
and my own curiosity, we tracked down the realtor 
who had originally listed the property and did some 
sweet talking and financial finagling and were able 
to buy it in 2012.  
 
Amazingly, this house had everything that was on 
our original list!  We love Relay and our neighbors. 
I don't get lost trying to find it anymore. 
 
CONVERSATION CLASSES IN RELAY 
They’ve come to this country from all over the 
world:  China, Korea, Myanmar, Vietnam, Taiwan, 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Columbia, Brazil. 
They’ve come to the US for various reasons: a new 
job, education, an improved life for their family, 
and even escape from persecution or imprisonment.  
 
But did you know that for the past 13 years, they 
have been coming to Relay every Wednesday 
morning for conversational English classes, hosted 
by Grace Reformed Presbyterian Church on Linden 
Lane? 
 
Students are provided various learning opportunities 
geared to their current English-speaking abilities, 
from beginners to advanced. 
 
Taught year-round by trained volunteers, the classes 
are free to all participants except for a small book 
fee. If you know of anyone who might be interested, 
let him or her know that they can join a class 
anytime. It is about more than just learning and 
speaking English; it’s an opportunity to make new 
friends, share experiences and problems and learn 
about other cultures firsthand. For more 
information, e-mail 
ConversationalEnglish@grpca.org. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RIA Budget Plan for CY 2015 
To be approved by vote at November 10, 2014 
General Meeting 
Income:    Budgeted CY 
2015 
Donations (501c-3 tax deductible)  $1000 
Dues     $2000 
Events Revenue   $2000 
Rental Income    $5000 
Carry Over from 2014   $ 500 
Interest from Memorial Investment $3,500 
Total Income            $14,000 
Expenses:  
Gas & Electric    $  960 
Hall Maintenance   $2300 
Fire Monitor    $  300 
Fire Inspection   $  500 
BC Fire Inspection Permit  $    35 
Fire Extinguisher    $    20 
Chair Lift Inspection   $  900 
Insurance    $2000 
Taxes     $  800 
Water     $  100 
Lawn Maintenance   $  750 
PO Box Rental   $   80 
Accounting    $ 100 
Advertising    $   80 
Bank Charges    $   25 
Event Expenses   $  750 
Meeting Expenses   $ 120 
Newsletter Expense   $ 600 
Refunds Rental/ Dues   $   80 
Capital Projects   $3500 
Total Expenses     
                                               $14,000  
 
Huge thanks to this edition’s contributors: Theda 
Mayer, Laura Vetock, Barbara Reeves, Faith 
and Bill Hermann, Sheila Muccio, Ray Chism, 
Howard Wellman, Sheryl and Gordon Snyder 
and Karen Sampson Hoffman for their valuable 
contributions. 
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Thanks to our fantastic Relay Day Sponsors 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Relay Historic House Tour 

Saturday, December 6, 2014, 5-9 p.m. 
Relay Town Hall, 1710 Arlington Avenue  21227 

      

To purchase tickets, please 
call 410-242-3218 or email 

ddesa@comcast.net 
 

Tickets 
$15 for adults 

$12 RIA members 


