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Letter from the President 
Dear Relay Neighbors, 
 
As the beautiful spring days become more frequent, 
I am amazed how hard it is to remember winter.  I 
know it was cold and there was a day with 30 
inches of snow, but all I can think of today is tulips 
and azaleas.  The challenge now is to get the 
vegetable garden planted, the gutters cleaned out 
and to repair peeling paint on the front steps.   
 
A week ago I was speaking with someone at the 
covered dish dinner we hosted and the subject of 
Sears houses came up.  He asked whether our house 
was one from the Sears catalog and I did not know 
how to answer. So, I went on the internet and found 
the Sears catalogs that featured houses early in the 
20th century. The array of house designs Sears sold 
is quite remarkable. I recognized several styles that 
I have lived 
in, or that 
friends 
have 
owned, and 
many that I 
have driven 
by almost 
daily.  The 
craftsman 
style 
bungalows 
that I 
remember 
from the 
West Coast, 
the colonial 
houses of 
the 
Northeast, 

and the little houses that my Midwest hometown all 
seem to have had ties to these catalog plans and pre-
cut construction materials.   
 
I learned that the only years during which Sears was 
selling plans and materials for these houses were 
between 1908 and 1940.  Since our house was built 
a few years before 1908, it is not a Sears house, but 
the design is very close to the Sears Lexington 
model.  It is a standard colonial design with a 
central entry hall and stair, and it is easy to see how 
the Sears plans were developed from simply 
constructed houses like ours.   
 
I also learned that there were house kits sold at the 
same time by the Montgomery Ward catalog.  The 
competition between these powerful companies led 
to many houses of one type or the other being built 
near each other.  The eclectic nature of our 
neighborhood is one hint that this is not an area in 
which many of these kit houses will be found, but I 
am sure there are some in our area.   
 
Having dismissed the idea that our house came from 
a kit, I still wondered where the plans for our house 
might have originated.  The builder bought plans for 
this house somewhere, and that led me to looking 
more deeply into the sets of plans that were being 
sold around 1900.   There were hundreds of options 
available then for houses of almost every style and 
size.  Our simple four rooms down and four rooms 
up plan is one that appears in many catalogs.  The 
builder could modify the layout by enclosing the 
porches, and modifying the layout of the interior.   
 
The process of looking for the plans for our house 
was a little time consuming, but there were 
interesting things around every turn.  Over the next 
few months, I hope to learn more. 

May, 2016     
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
May 9 - RIA General Meeting   
May – Community Cleanup - TBA 
May 18 – Relay Bookies 
May 22 - Covered Dish – (Andrew and Kathy Plitt) 
May 19 – Men’s Club 
June 12 – Covered Dish – (Ben and Penny 
Lemmerman) 
June 15 – Relay Bookies 
August 18 – Newsletter Deadline for Submission 
 
RIA GENERAL MEETING – Monday, May 9 at 
7:30 PM  
Please join us at the next community meeting.  Our 
guest speaker willbe Clyde Trombetti, the Public 
Information Specialist at the Bureau of Solid Waste 
Management for Baltimore County.  He will share 
information on the recycling sorting plant that 
serves our area.  But, as per usual, we will hear 
about neighborhood event updates along with 
information from our representatives in Annapolis 
and our safety update from Officer Wareheim, if he 
is available. 
 
Proposed Maintenance Project at the Town Hall 
Please come prepared to vote on a proposal to 
refinish the upstairs floor and stage area.  The 
project includes sanding and one coat of 
polyurethane.  The estimated cost exceeds $300 
and, according to our bylaws, requires a vote of 
members present at the next meeting.  
 
Southwest Emergency Services (SWES).  
Please continue to bring your non-perishable food 
for SWES. We have recently heard that they are in 
need of the following:  peanut butter, tuna, toilet 
paper, clean used towels, sleeping bags and hand 
can openers. 
 
Also, SWES is in need of volunteers to work the 
thrift shop, especially on Saturday mornings from 9 
- 12. Interested volunteers can call SWES at 410-
247-8154.  The address is 1201 Maple Ave., 
Arbutus, MD 21227, behind Arbutus United 
Methodist Church. 
 
Thanks to Lucy McKean for transporting the food 
to SWES. 
 
 
 

NEXT COVERED DISH – Sunday, May 22 6-8 
PM, Andrew and Kathy Plitt 
A resounding thank you goes out to Al and Mary 
Hergenhan, Rob and Beth Mintz, and Kathy Trevey 
for hosting wonderful covered dish dinner parties 
the last three months. They were interesting, fun 
and delicious evenings. Check it out! 
Covered dish fun at the Hergenhans 
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Covered dish fun at the Treveys 
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Covered dish fun at Casa Mintz 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

If you are interested in hosting a covered dish at 
your home usually on the third Sunday of the month 
from 6-8 p.m., please contact Kathy at 
kathleen61@comcast.net.  We have community 
dinners nine months of the year, January-June and 
September-November.   
 
Next covered dish events:  
May 22, 6-8PM– Andrew and Kathy Plitt’s home 
June 12, 6-8PM– Ben and Penny Lemmerman’s 
home 
 
RELAY BOOKIES – Wednesday, May 18, 2016 
at 7:30 PM 
The Bookies continue to meet on the third 
Wednesday of the month.  Our May meeting is 
scheduled for May 18, 2016 at 7:30 PM at the Town 
Hall.  Our reading selection is nonfiction, Dead 
Wake: The Last Crossing of the Lusitania by Erik 
Larson.  
 
Please bring a snack or beverage to share.  Keep in 
mind that Larson’s research on the Lusitania 
showed that “alcohol was a vital staple of every 
crossing…but the meals were the true miracle. On 
one voyage, a single-night’s menu included the 
following: halibut in a sauce Orleans, mignons de 
sole souchet, and broiled sea bass Choron (a sauce 
of white wine, shallots, tarragon, tomato paste, and 
eggs); veal cutlets, tournedos of beef Bordelaise, 
baked Virginia ham, roast teal duck, saddle of 
mutton, celery-fed duckling, sirloin and ribs of beef, 
and roast guinea chicken; and five desserts—
a Tirolean soufflé, apple tart, chocolate cake, 
Bavaroise au citron, and ice cream, two kinds: 
strawberry and Neapolitan. There were so many 
items on the menu that Cunard felt obliged to print a 
companion menu, suggesting combinations that 
might make a complete meal.”   We do not require 
anything as lavish for a Bookie discussion, so 
please join us if you are able.  
 
MEN’S CLUB  
Men’s Club meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of 
every month. For information, contact Ed Hardester 
at edward.hardester@ngc.com, 443-257-9981. 
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FOR DECEMBER, 2016 RELAY HOUSE 
TOUR  
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS  
We have our first volunteer!  We now need five 
more houses for the December 2016 house tour.  
Please let any officer or Faith Hermann 
(fchermann@comcast.net) know if you are 
interested in being on the tour on Saturday, 
December 3.  If your house is being restored or you 
have finished a project you wish to show the world, 
please let us know!  If you wish to finish a project 
by December and want the tour date as inspiration 
and motivation, that works for us too! 
 
A BIG THANKS TO NORTHRUP GRUMMAN 
Early in April, the Relay Improvement Association 
(RIA) received a donation of $540 from the folks at 
Northrup Grumman.  This was our first corporate 
matching gift of the year.  When the RIA became a 
registered 501c3 charitable organization, it became 
possible for us to receive matching gifts from 
companies who have programs through which they 
give money to match the gifts of their employees. 
This kind of corporate giving is very meaningful as 
we strive to meet the needs of the Town Hall and 
our neighborhood. The company made it clear that 
this matches an anonymous gift, so we will all have 
to give a special thank you to each of our long-term 
Northrup Grumman employee neighbors.  If your 
employer has a similar program, be sure to tell them 
about your donations to the RIA to maximize this 
benefit for the community.   
 
FORMER CALVERT DISTILLERY 
If you were present at the February RIA meeting, 
you heard about development plans for the former 
Calvert Distillery, now owned by Diageo, a British 
multinational alcoholic beverages company 
headquartered in London, England. We have been 
advised that those plans are no longer being made, 
as Diageo has decided to hold on to the property for 
a few years.   
 
In case you were curious, Diageo is the world's 
largest producer of spirits and a major producer of 
beer and wine.  Diageo's brands include Smirnoff 
(the world's best-selling vodka), Johnnie Walker 
(the world's best-selling blended Scotch whisky), 
Baileys (the world's best-selling liqueur),[and 
Guinness (the world's best-selling stout).   
 

RELAY WELCOME BASKETS 
In February, the following new neighbors were 
welcomed to the Relay Community with baskets 
filled with local treats:  
Rialyn & Joshua Jarvis, and daughters Gia and 
Halina 
4949 Tulip Ave. 
 
John and Katie Kilby 
4946 Hazel Ave. 
 
Theodore Johnson & Heather Rounds 
5173 Viaduct Ave. 
 
David & Jennifer Stromberg, and daughter Josalyn 
1206 Francis Ave. 
 
Hatem & Fatimah Abukhudair, and son Mahmoud, 
and daughters Nora, Amirah, & Zaina 
1210 Francis Ave. 
 
Jonathan and Carmela Neumann 
1816 Sutton Ave. 
 
Thanks to the Welcome Committee members who 
donated items for these beautiful baskets:  Mike 
Anson, Kim Box, Rose Gloth, Faith Hermann, Meg 
MacGill, Theda Mayer, Kathy Plitt, and Karen 
Shannon. 
 

 
If you have new neighbors, please send their name 
and address to Barbara 
Reeves (breeves@comcast.net) or Dot 
Teipe (dteipe@comcast.net) so they can be included 
in the next distribution of Welcome Baskets at the 
end of May. 
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WELCOME NEW NEIGHBORS 
We are delighted to welcome new residents to the 
neighborhood.  If you have recently moved to Relay 
and have not yet provided the RIA with your 
contact information, please email Faith Hermann, 
Community Relations Chair, at 
fchermann@comcast.net.   
 
RIA ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
If you are interested in being more connected with 
the RIA, please check out these social networking 
sites for our community.  
 
Mike Anson is appreciating NextDoor, a private 
social network (which neighbors can join) where 
people can exchange information.  He gives a 
hearty thank-you to Sue Carnevale for setting up a 
site for our neighborhood 
(https://historicrelay.nextdoor.com/). There 59 
current members!    
 
Also, you can check out the RIA Facebook page, 
which was started by Sheila Muccio and Karen 
Sampson Hoffman. Another great outlet for local 
information. 
https://www.facebook.com/relayday/?fref=ts 
 
And, please also check out our main RIA website at 
www.relaymaryland.com which has important 
information about Relay history, newsletters, Town 
Hall rentals, Relay Bookies reading lists, photos, 
calendar of events, and other community resources.   
 
HOUSE TOUR OF CATONSVILLE 
The 18th house tour of the Catonsville Historical 
Society will be held on Saturday, May 14th.  Eight 
homes will be featured for their restoration, 
decoration, architecture or whatever makes them 
charming additions to this tour.   For ticket 
information Catonsvillehistoricalsociety.org or call 
Anne Luco at 410-744-1559. Tickets are $30.    
 
THANK YOU FOR THE DONATION 
A huge thank you to Doreen and Al DeSa who 
donated a beautiful painting of the Thomas Viaduct 
to the RIA.  The painting is hanging upstairs at the 
Town Hall, so folks can view it at the next general 
meeting.  Thanks so much for your generosity, Al 
and Doreen.  We will be reminded of you every 
time we see the painting! 
 

THIS SHOULDN’T HAPPEN 
A letter from our neighbor… 
 
Neighbors,  
 
On Monday night between 7:50-8:00pm, my 10-
year-old daughter and I were collecting trash along 
South Street, between Sutton Avenue and the Park 
entrance. We were on the sidewalk, wearing gloves 
and holding large white trash bags.  
 
A car that was coming through the neighborhood, 
came speeding down South Street towards Route 1. 
 One of the 2 men in the car threw a well-aimed 
water bottle at us. The bottle just missed hitting my 
daughter.  
 
A few minutes later, the same car, this time coming 
from Route 1, drove past us again. Both men in the 
car put their arms out the window and raised their 
middle finger.  
 
A few minutes after that, the car again came 
speeding past us, from the neighborhood towards 
Rt. 1. This time, they threw a Mountain Dew bottle 
at us. The soda, however, had been emptied from 
the bottle and replaced with beer.  
 
At this point, our safety on South Street was an 
issue and we stopped picking up trash, went home, 
and called the police. An officer came to the house 
and a police report has been filed.  
 
There were 2 white men in the car, most likely 
between 17-30 years old. They both had dark hair 
and I believe at least 1 had a mustache. The car 
appeared to be a Dodge Charger or similar car. It 
was a dark color -- very dark blue, teal, or black. 
Both the police officer and I believe the driver lives 
in Relay/St Denis.  
 
Please let me know if you have seen this car in our 
neighborhood. You can contact me directly and/or 
the police. If you have any information that may be 
of help, I can give the police report number.  
 
Thank you  
Mary Hergenhan 
410-247-2778 (h) 
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SURVIVOR STORY 
The author of this article, Marty Keech Spence, is 
writing about her home, which was on Viaduct 
Avenue.  With the construction of I-95, access to the 
property was moved to Gun Road, thus Keech Road 
was built to replace their driveway. 
 
Survivor 
In June of 1947, our parents bought sixty-five acres 
from Mr. and Mrs. Reintole in Relay, Md. The 
property sheltered a huge old beautiful house, two 
barns, a blacksmith shop, a double car garage, two 
chicken coops, corn crib, bathhouses, a swimming 
pool, tenant house, triple-tiered gardens entirely 
surrounded by a stone wall sheltering two fish 
ponds and statue with fountains. There were also 
lots of fields, streams and pastures and five children 
with all of their friends.   
 
The sixty-five acres became a huge play space for 
all five of us, and play we did. Our friends and 
those of our parents were a part of our everyday 
lives. Meals always had a few extra unexpected 
quests.  Friends staying the night were as casual and 
frequent as the sun coming up and going down. A 
day didn’t go by without them present in our lives 
playing with us as hard as we were playing and 
going through every stage of those developmental 
years with us. 
 
The main part of the house, which was an addition, 
was built in 1860. It survived until destroyed by fire 
in 1978; eleven years after our father had died. It 
was a devastating fire. Much like that viewed in 
“Gone with the Wind”. It was so intense that it 
destroyed the house and all of its contents within a 
few hours. All of our possessions, antiques, 
baptismal dress from generations, wedding dresses, 
photos. Everything but our memories destroyed 
forever in a matter of one evening. 
 
As we literally sifted thru ashes looking for 
anything that may have survived, a fireman found a 
bottle nestled in the cement of one of the fireplaces. 
The bottle contained a note. The note, we presumed 
was a quick one from a workman, with the name of 
the builder and date of the construction of the 
house. 
 
Following the fire, our mother re-built and remained 
for the duration of her life until 1988. The property 

remained in our family until 2004 – allowing us the 
joy of occupying it for a total of fifty-six years 
touching four generations.  
 
This is one of a series of paintings that reflect some 
of that joy but all of it could never be captured in 
full. We were privileged to have this place as ours 
and our home which indeed it was. 
 
We just plain loved it! 
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IT’S ACADEMIC 
Over the past few years, Relay’s very own Julian 
Mintz has been part of the Catonsville High School 
It’s Academic team.  It’s Academic is a trivia quiz 
program broadcast by WJZ TV on Saturday 
mornings.  It is like the game show Jeopardy, but 
for younger players and without the need to make 
answers in the form of a question.  The kids have to 
answer quickly and need to be able to answer 
questions about history, world events, math, science 
and literature.   
 
Julian has been on the team for three years and is 
now the captain for his senior year. The team has 
been pretty successful to date, but this year they 
have outdone themselves.  They head into their next 
round of competition, the semi-finals, in May and 
hope to go on to represent the Baltimore region in 
the last competition of the year with teams from 
Northern Virginia and Washington DC.   
 
You can see the team compete on May 21st at 10:00 
AM.  If they are successful, they will compete again 
in June. Go Julian!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KNOCK KNOCK….  WHOSE THERE?... 
SOLAR? 
There have been some solar panel system 
salespeople working their way through the 
neighborhood recently.  If you are considering 
installing solar panels on your home, the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission has guidelines that are 
applicable to homes in the Relay Historic District: 
 
They can be found in the Design Guidelines under 
the section on roofs. It is considered on a case by 
case basis, it largely depends on the structure, its 
location, style of roof etc. 
http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/plann
ing/historic_preservation/design_guidelines  
 
Generally they must be located to the rear, and not 
be visible from a public right of way. They should 
also not damage historic fabric. 
 
The Maryland Historical Trust also has some good 
guidelines on how they are viewed when it comes to 
tax credits. Landmarks basically use the same 
principals - 
https://mdhistoricaltrust.wordpress.com/2015/06/10/
solar-panels-and-tax-credits/ 
 
 
PERSONALS 
On March 15, 2016, Ken and Nancy McBee lost his 
father, Carroll F. McBee, who was 89 years old.  
Our deepest condolences go to the family. 
 
Our condolences to Rose Gloth on the loss of her 
brother, Robert Whitehead in early April.  
 
Speedy recovery wishes to Karen Shannon’s son 
Rick of Nashville who was in a motorcycle accident 
in late March.  
 
THANK YOU!!! 
Special thanks to this edition’s contributors: Faith 
and Bill Hermann, Rob Mintz, Barbara Reeves, 
Mary Hergenhan, Penny Lemmerman, Marty Keech 
Spence, Howard Wellman, Mike Anson and Lucy 
McKean for their valuable contribution.


