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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
On May 11, my 
run as president 
ends.  As many of 
you are aware, I 
was reluctant to 
take this position.  
Give me an 
overhead and some 
Vis a Vis markers 
and I can derive the 
quadratic formula 
in a heartbeat, but I 
needed several 
months of 
prompting to get 
comfortable with 
“Do I have a motion? Second? All in favor? All 
opposed?”  Thanks to the support of many people, I 
muddled through.  Of course, I stand on the 
shoulders of the RIA presidents who came before 
me.  Desiree Anson started the 501 c-3 paperwork, 
which eventually gave us the tax-exempt 
designation.  Kim Box gave us sound financial 
advice, always with a sense of calm and class.  My 
old classmate, Gina Hrybyk, gave the neighborhood 
kids an outlet for their theatrical aspirations and the 
adults a reason to party.  Doreen DeSa steered us 
through the Greenway period.   
 
The folks that helped me most were my executive 
board, starting with Barbara Reeves, who took on 
the task of scheduling our guest speakers.  Getting 
Barbara also meant getting Art to direct traffic, 
decorate, move tables, whatever was needed.  Rob 
Mintz did an outstanding job as our secretary.  How 
did he keep track of so much detail without taking 
notes?  He says it comes from years of practice, but 
I still say he’s wired to a hidden tape recorder.  Both 
Ed Hardester and Harry Frank served as treasurer 
during my tenure.  Both took the job seriously and 

made the many runs to my house and the bank 
without complaint.  Of course, I couldn’t have done 
without the appointed members.  Faith Hermann 
saw to it that the County did right by their 
constituents.  I don’t know how she did it, but there 
was not a bent sign that was not replaced or a road 
issue that was not taken care of in a timely fashion. 
Bill Hermann helped me with computer issues and 
all things printed as well as overseeing elections.  JP 
Courneya kept record of membership, printed labels 
and the newsletter for mailings.  He also came with 
an added bonus since his daughter, Skyler, helped 
so often with mailings and events like Relay Day. 
Richard Gloth worked to restore the Town Hall to a 
building we can be proud of.  He did this by 
dramatically increasing rentals which meant an 
almost daily trip to the Town Hall for him to clean, 
repair and show the facility.  Caroline Wellman 
jumped in to edit the newsletter.  Howard Wellman 
took over the duties of the Relay Historic committee 
and Ray Chism saw a need to restore the WWI 
Banner and is getting it done.  There are also many 
other active community members I haven’t 
mentioned here. The amazing thing to me is that all 
of these folks are volunteers who give their precious 
time to the community and consider it more 
important than anything else they could be doing. 
  
I’ll leave you in the front yard with my assistant.  
It’s a hard yard to cut, but well worth the effort.  
Thank you for all you’ve done for me and for each 
other. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
May 11 – General Meeting 
May 16 – Community Cleanup 
May 17 – Covered Dish 6-8 (Lemmerman) 
May 20 – Bookies (Town Hall) 
June 14 – Covered Dish 3-7 (DeSa) 
June 17 - Bookies 
August 15 – Newsletter Deadline for submission 

May, 2015  
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RIA GENERAL MEETING – Monday, May 11 
at 7:30 PM  
What is the difference between the police and the 
sheriff?  Find out at our next Relay Improvement 
Association meeting on Monday, May 11 at 7:30 
PM at our glorious town hall. Our guest speaker 
will be R. Jay Fisher, Baltimore County Sheriff, 
who will provide a general overview of the Sheriff’s 
Office, including the history and duties and even a 
K-9 demonstration.  Don’t miss it! 
We would also like to thank January’s speakers, 
Wendy Adams and Officer 
Warehime. I understand 
that Officer Warehime 
advised Theda to put up 
the ‘don’t be a victim 
signs’ to inspire us to take 
action against crime.   
 
Important Votes  
Only RIA members may vote in elections or on 
issues.  If you have not yet joined for 2015, please 
come to the meeting with your $15 and join so that 
you can vote. 
       
The proposed slate of Relay Improvement 
Association officers for 2015-2017 is: 
President- Rob Mintz 
Secretary- Karen Hoffman 
Treasurer- Harry Frank 
We will vote for one of the two candidates for vice-
president: Kurt Hoffman or Richard Gloth. 
 
Vote on a proposal to spend $3500 allotted for 
Capital Projects this year on gutters and downspouts 
for the Town Hall and to replace the concrete 
sidewalk on the outside near the parking lot steps. 
 
Vote on whether to have an addition to the bylaws 
to install a $500 club plaque for any household or 
business that donates $500 or more towards the RIA 
in a single year since 2009.  This refers to a 
monetary donation only, not work in-kind or 
products.  The plaque shall have a plate with each 
donor’s name and year. 
 
SWES – Special call for tuna, peanut butter and 
mac and cheese. 
Please continue to bring your non-perishable food 
for SWES to the RIA general meeting.  We have 
word that they are most in need of tuna, peanut 

butter and mac and cheese. Thanks to Lucy 
McKean for transporting the food to SWES. 
 
COVERED DISH – Sunday, April 26, 6-8 PM 
Thank you to Al and Mary Hergenhan, Theda 

Mayer and Karen 
and Kurt Hoffman 
for hosting 
wonderful covered 
dish dinners these 
past few months. 
Kids also had a 
good time (below) 

Next covered dish events:  
 
Sunday, May 17, 6-8 PM 
Penny and Ben Lemmerman 
1731 Arlington Ave., Relay 
 
Sunday, June 14, 3-7PM 
Doreen and Al DeSa 
1808 Sutton Ave., St. Denis 
Bring a bathing suit and towel too! 
 

 
If anyone is interested in hosting a covered dish, 
please contact Laura Vetock at 
jermvetock@yahoo.com. 
 
RELAY BOOKIES- Wednesday, May 20, 7:30 
PM 
Next month’s reading is The Kitchen House by 
Kathleen Grissom.  “In this gripping New York 
Times bestseller, Kathleen Grissom brings to life a 
thriving plantation in Virginia in the decades before 
the Civil War, where a dark secret threatens to 
expose the best and worst in everyone tied to the 
estate.”   We meet on the third Wednesday of each 
month, so we will see you on May 20, 2015 at 7:30 
PM at the Town Hall for the next discussion.  
Please join us if you are able.   
 



 3 

MEN’S CLUB –  
Men’s Club meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of 
every month. For information, contact Bruce Packal 
at 443-413-3057. 
 
GOT JUNK?  Community Cleanup, Saturday, 
May 16  
We have organized another community cleanup 
day. The dumpsters will be in the lot below the 
Town Hall from 7 AM to 11 AM. The following 
items are prohibited in the containers: explosives or 
flammable materials, medical and radioactive 
waste, acids, caustics, pesticides, chemicals, liquids 
or liquid wastes, drums or tanks (unless clean and 
cut in half), animal carcasses, large stumps, 
wood/logs greater than 8" in diameter and 6' in 
length and any large items that cannot be lifted 
manually.  
 
In addition, some household electronics are no 
longer acceptable in the community cleanup 
containers. They include: computer equipment 
(CPU's, keyboards, monitors, printers, laptops, 
scanners, cables and cords), televisions, VCRs, 
DVD players, telephones (including cell phones and 
answering machines), stereos, fax machines, and 
video display devices.  
 
Any other junk in your house or yard is welcome. 
Look around and save yourself a trip to the dump!  
 
SORRY. WE GOOFED! 
Diana Chism’s name was inadvertently omitted 
from the list of those who helped at November’s 
Senior Luncheon in February’s newsletter.  Diana is 
always the first to arrive and the last to leave when 
she volunteers. Thank you, Diana, for your 
commitment. 
 
JAPANESE STUDENTS VISIT RELAY 
As this year’s snow finally melted away, a group of 
six bright and eager high school students from 
Japan came to visit our Maryland community.  Two 
young girls stayed with Charlie and Marie Murphy 
and a young man stayed with us (Rob Mintz) 
Arlington Avenue.  The other three stayed in nearby 
communities. One evening all the families and 
students came together here in Relay to share a 
meal and to learn and laugh together.  We were 
joined by the members of the Maryland – 
Kanagawa Sister State Committee, representatives 

from the Maryland Secretary of State’s Office, and 
of course, our RIA president, Theda.  
 
The kids had earned the chance to come to 
Maryland by winning an English language 
competition. Each year, contest winners spend a 
week in Maryland immersed in our communities 
and serving as ambassadors, promoting friendship 
and understanding. This chance to experience our 
culture and to share in the warmth and caring that 
our American families enjoy has a powerful impact 
in each student’s life that promotes the continued 
peace between our distant nations. 
 
The students spent two days in Relay. They visited 
Annapolis, where they met Secretary of State for 
Maryland, John Wobensmith. They also traveled to 
Baltimore to see Fort McHenry and the Inner 
Harbor.  After each of these excursions, they 
rejoined their host families for meals and learned 
about our daily lives. While their stay was far too 
brief for everyone involved, they had a great time 
and made connections that will last for many years 
to come.  

 

Their letters of thanks and their smiling faces 
showed that they loved our community and will 
long remember their time spent here.  One of the 
letters said “The delegation had a mission to 
promote the friendship between the State of 
Maryland and Kanagawa Prefecture.  Being an 
envoy must have been a burden to each student, but 
your kindness and warmhearted welcome removed 
their anxiety away thoroughly.  The homestay 
experience will be the unforgettable memory for 
them….  I appreciate your kindness and hospitality 
from the bottom of my heart.” 
Thank you to Faith Hermann, Theda Mayer, and 
Kathy Sweet for the gift bag items the kids 
received. If any families would like to host a student 
in March 2016, please do not hesitate to contact 
Rob Mintz (443)304-2459 or 
robandbeth@raincity.com 
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RELAY HISTORY DAY A SMASHING 
SUCCESS! 
On Saturday, April 11, approximately 50 people 
gathered at the Relay Town Hall to view the 
photographs, maps and artifacts of Relay and St. 
Denis exhibited by Ray Chism, our local historian.  
The history of the B & O Railroad is entwined in 
the development of both villages, as Ray explained.   
We enjoyed Ray’s presentation on the early history 
of our communities. Donations were accepted for 
benefit of the WWI banner restoration. 

  
Ray’s Relay History Fun Facts…Part I: The early 
years.   
Did you know? 

• The first horse-drawn car on the B&O railroad 
ran from Baltimore to Relay on May 24, 1830.  
Cost: 75 cents. 

• Relay was the first town created by a U.S. 
Railroad in 1830. 

• The first hotel built on the B&O railroad was the 
Relay House in 1830. 

• The first successful steam engine in the U.S., the 
Tom Thumb, ran from Baltimore to Relay on 
August 28, 1830. 

• John Quincy Adams, our 6th U.S. President 
(1825-1829) rode the train from Baltimore to 
Relay House on December 17, 1830 on his way 
to Washington D.C. He was newly elected to the 
House of Representatives by his home state of 
Massachusetts by this time.  

• On June 6, 1833, President Andrew Jackson, our 
7th U.S. President (1829-1837), rode the B&O 
from Ellicott’s Mills to Baltimore (through 
Relay).   

• Andrew Jackson was the first president to ride a 
train while in office. 

Stay tuned for more facts in the next newsletter. 
 

HOUSE FIRE IN RELAY 
Early in the morning on 
February 17, 2015, the 
historic house at 5008 Cedar 
Street burned to the ground. 
Recorded in the Maryland 
Historical Trust Inventory of 
Historic Properties as the 
“Riley House, ” it was built 
in 1890, more than 125 
years ago.  
 
The house was empty and 
the fire didn’t spread to any 
neighboring houses. For that, we are thankful. An 
investigation is underway, but this is what we have 
learned. 
 
During the summer of 2014, neighbors in Relay 
noticed illegal demolition at the house and reported 
it to Baltimore County Code Enforcement.  
However, by the time a stop work order was issued, 
significant historic features such as windows and 
doors had already been damaged.  There were also 
reports that someone had dumped the contents of 
the heating oil tank in the driveway.  It is unclear 
who perpetrated these illegal acts. 
 
In December 2014, the property was transferred to 
Dominant Investments.  After purchasing the house, 
the new owners allegedly said that they hadn’t 
realized the house was in a historic district. 
 
In order to comply with the historic preservation 
guidelines, in mid February, Dominant Investments 
filed a proposal with the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission (Landmarks) to renovate the house, 
including replacing all surviving historic windows 
and doors with modern wooden fixtures and 
replacing the historic exterior with stucco. Most 
parts of the proposal were rejected because the 
plans did not comply with the historic district 
guidelines.  Three days after the proposal was 
rejected, the house burned to the ground.   
 
Investigations by the County Police are ongoing. 
Councilman Tom Quirk has promised to make sure 
the Relay community receives a copy of the report 
when it is complete. 
Since the incident, Landmarks staff members have 
been keeping a close eye on development at the site, 
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including stopping un-permitted debris removal 
(reported by a Relay neighbor).  They have assured 
the RIA Historic Preservation Committee that 
designs for reconstruction on the site will fall under 
Landmarks approval. 
 
Many neighbors have asked, “How could an owner 
not know about the historic district?”  According to 
Landmarks staff, the seller is obligated to disclose 
Historic District status.  The standard form used by 
licensed realtors includes such disclosure notices, 
but private sales may not include such language.  It 
is then up to the buyer to learn what that historic 
status means. This is clearly an imperfect system. 
 
Landmarks does not have the staff to monitor all the 
historic districts.  They count on communities to 
educate new members and to provide feedback and 
updates.  In the RIA, we care about our historic 
heritage and work to celebrate it and keep it going.  
But, clearly, we have more to do to keep new 
neighbors informed.   Happily, the welcome baskets 
tradition for new neighbors, which include an FAQ 
about the historic district, is starting up again (see 
article later in newsletter).  If anyone has more ideas 
or questions about the historic district, you are 
welcome to contact Howard Wellman, at 410-474-
1226 or wellmanconservation@comcast.net. 
Thanks to Mike Anson and Richard Gloth for 
information included in this article. 
 
RELAY-RAISED ARTIST AT THE 
BALTIMORE MUSEUM OF ART 
Sara VanderBeek (who grew up in the house on the 
corner of Linden and South Rolling Road) is now a 
successful contemporary artist in New York. She 
has a small exhibit at the Baltimore Museum of Art 
that is open and runs until September. The exhibit is 
inspired by her memories of Baltimore, from marble 
steps to UMBC dancers. There is a sculptural 
column that she said is inspired in part by the 
columns on some of the houses in Relay. If you 
enjoy abstract art, you may want to stop by. 
 
SENIOR LUNCHEON RETURNS 
Donna Hedeman Murphy and her sister, Cindy 
Hedeman Shreve of Gun Road have graciously 
volunteered to take over the Senior Luncheon. Stay 
tuned for the specific date sometime in the fall.  We 
are all thrilled that this tradition will continue.  
 

RELAY SERVICE BANNER UPDATE 
The Relay Service Banner has been taken to the 
textile conservator, who is examining it for repair. 
In the meantime, the banner’s committee, headed by 
Ray Chism, is working to raise about $6,000 to 
have the banner properly conserved and mounted in 
a special frame for display and safe-keeping. 
Almost half of that amount has been raised so far.  
 
“Relay has had so much and lost so much,” Mr. 
Chism said. “But we still have the service banner.” 
 
The conservator’s first impression of the banner is 
that it is in “poor” condition. There are holes from 
mounting and from the patriotic pins in the corners. 
Acidity from the backing and in the fabric itself has 
cause the fabric to brown and stiffen and the red 
wool boards are actually turning to powder in some 
sections. The once-vibrant color is fading and the 
tacks used in the mounting have left rust marks. 
 
The fabric can be cleaned and restored, along with 
delicate patches made to the holes in the fabric with 
matching fabrics. The original frame cannot be 
reused. It served its purpose but the banner needs an 
acid-free mounting and UV-filtering glass to protect 
it for the next 100 years. 
 

The service banner is an original community 
military service banner supporting the young men 
of Relay, St. Denis and Avalon who were drafted in 
the First World War. It was sewn by the members 
of the Soldiers’ Memorial Committee, headed by 
Mrs. Golder (Jennie) Shumate of Arlington Avenue.  
 
At the end of World War I, Mrs. Shumate took great 
care to preserve the Relay Service Banner. Using 
window framing and window glass, she created a 
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display case for the banner, carefully draping it to 
display the majority of the white field and blue 
stars. Before closing it, she typed up a small card 
and placed it at the bottom of the frame: 
 

Framed by Mrs. Golder Shumate 
Chairman of the Soldier’s 

Memorial Committee 
Relay- St. Denis - Avalon 

 
The banner hung for a brief time in the Relay 
Library, which was the former fire station and 
future Town Hall. At some point, it was removed 
from display and stored away in the building until 
its eventual rediscovery. 
 
We have an opportunity now to save and restore the 
service banner, but we must act soon before time 
takes a further toll on this fabric. As we approach 
the centennial of World War I, the time is right for 
us to honor our service members, past and present 
and to remember the families of Relay, St. Denis 
and Avalon. 
 
To donate online:  
www.GoFundMe.com/RelayServiceBanner 
 
To donate by check: 
Relay Service Banner Restoration 
Relay Improvement Association 
P.O. Box 24046 
Relay, MD 21227 
 
Sidebar: Who was Mrs. Shumate? 
During the early 1900s and 1910s, Golder and 
Jennie Shumate were a prominent Relay couple, 
living on Arlington Avenue, not far from the Town 
Hall.  
 
Golder Shumate was an executive for the Baltimore 
& Ohio Railroad. He was also a Relay Improvement 
Association board member. In 1912, Mr. Shumate 
and fellow board members were tasked with having 
sidewalks built in Relay, starting with Rolling Road 
by Relay Elementary School (the current Relay 
Children’s Center). (Editor’s note.  Happy 103rd 
birthday, Relay’s sidewalks.  That explains a lot!) 
 
Jennie Shumate was an active citizen: president of 
the Relay Women’s Club and a member of the 

Daughters of the American Revolution and the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union.   
 
When the United States entered the First World 
War, she became the president of the Relay-St. 
Denis-Avalon Soldiers Memorial Committee.  The 
Memorial Committee was formed to honor the 
living and memorialize those who died in service.  
In this capacity, she oversaw the creation of our 
Relay Service Banner, sewn by the women of 
Relay, St. Denis and the former village of Avalon.   
 
Mr. and Mrs. Shumate lived in Relay until just after 
1920 before moving to Baltimore.  
 
WELCOME BASKETS 
Many thanks to Kim Box for coordinating and 
delivering welcome baskets to new residents of 
Relay and St. Denis for many years. That effort is 
now being coordinated 
by Barbara Reeves and 
Dot Teipe, in 
conjunction with 
Welcome Committee 
members.  On Sunday, 
April 12, welcome 
baskets filled with 
Relay eggs and honey, 
homemade baked 
goods, spring plants 
and seeds and other donated items were delivered to 
the following newcomers (or relative newcomers) to 
the Relay/St. Denis neighborhoods: 
 

o William and Mary Brown, 610 Gun Rd. 
o Roland and Diana Cavey, daughter Shannon 

Beatty and her son Evan, 916 Francis Ave. 
o Ryan and Iris Grizzell, 303 Gun Rd. 
o Jeffrey Hubbard and Susan Carnevale, 800 

Francis Ave. 
o David and Emily Kuchinsky and sons Graham 

and Liam,1819 East St. 
o Glenn & Leah Lovelace, son Enzo and daughter 

Azalea, 5008 Tulip Ave. 
o Lauren and Brandon Pierce, 1837 Clark Blvd. 
o Ted and Michelle Skinner, 1718 Arlington Ave. 

A huge thank you to the Welcome Committee 
members who donated the “goodies” for these 
baskets:  Mike Anson, Kim Box, Diana Chism, 
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Rose Gloth, Faith Hermann, Meg MacGill, Theda 
Mayer, Sheila Muccio and Karen Shannon. 
If you have new neighbors moving in, please send 
their name and address to Barbara 
(breeves@comcast.net) or Dot 
(dteipe@comcast.net) so they can be included in the 
next distribution of welcome baskets. 
 
CATONSVILLE HOMES TOUR – May 16, 
10AM – 4PM 
Join a Heritage Homes Tour sponsored by the 
Catonsville Historical Society.  See seven homes 
and gardens on Saturday, May 16 from 10 AM to 5 
PM For tickets/information please call 410-744-
0590.   
 
WE LOVE RELAY DAY – Date TBD  
You may be thinking it’s only just spring, but we 
are already looking forward to our favorite fall 
event, Relay Day.  Last year’s Relay Day was a 
huge success.  It brought together young and old, 
from near and far, canine and human for a terrific 
celebration.  The success was due in part to the 
amazing contributions of more than 35 community 
volunteers. This year’s Relay Day will once again 
be held at our fabulous Town Hall.  Please contact 
Sheila Muccio, relayday12@gmail.com, with any 
suggestions for this community event, contacts for 
local music acts, vendors and of course, to add your 
name to our volunteer list.   

THANK YOU!!! 
Huge thanks to this edition’s contributors: Theda 
Mayer, Laura Vetock, Barbara Reeves, Faith and 
Bill Hermann, Howard Wellman, Rob Mintz, Mike 
and Des Anson, Sheila Muccio, Ray Chism and 
Karen Sampson Hoffman for their valuable 
contributions.  
 
PERSONALS 
Our community offers condolences to Jack Herbert 
whose wife JoAnn, passed away on April 5, 2015.  
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert were married 66 years.  In 
lieu of flowers, at the family’s request, donations in 
JoAnn’s memory may be directed to a charity of 
your choice.   
 
On February 5, 2015 at 9:30 p.m. Rosie (nee 
Hrybyk) and Kyle Bacon of Selma Avenue 
welcomed Charles Conrad Bacon into their family. 
Charlie was born at Mercy hospital weighing 8 
pounds, 10 ounces and was 20 inches long. Charlie 
is the second grandchild of Bill and Gina Hrybyk of 
Cedar Avenue.  You might spot the newest Bacon 
on a stroll through the neighborhood with his cousin 
Will Hrybyk (also of Cedar Avenue.) 

 
 



RIA$Budget$Plan$for$CY$2015$
Approved(by(vote(at(November(10,(2014(General(Meeting(
 
Income:$ $ $ $ $$$$$$$$$$$$Budgeted$CY$2015$
Carryover(from(2014(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((($1000(
Donations((501cB3(tax(deductible)( $1000(
Dues( $2000(
Events(Revenue( $2000(
Rental(Income( $5000(
Interest(from(Memorial(Investment( $3,500(
$
Total$Income$ $14,500$
$
$
Expenses:$ $
Gas(&(Electric((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((($1760((
Hall(Maintenance( $1600(
Fire(Monitor( $300(
Fire(Inspection( $500(
BC(Fire(Inspection(Permit( $35(
Fire(Extinguisher(( $20(
Chair(Lift(Inspection( $900(
Insurance( $2000(
Taxes( $800(
Water( $100(
Lawn(Maintenance( $750(
PO(Box(Rental( $80(
Accounting( $400(
Advertising( $80(
Bank(Charges( $25(
Event(Expenses( $750(
Meeting(Expenses( $120(
Newsletter(Expense( $700(
Refunds(Rental/(Dues( $80(
Capital(Projects( $3500(
(
Total$Expenses$ $14,500$


