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                                         Relay Improvement Association Newsletter 
 

Volume:16 - Issue:01       www.relaymaryland.com 
        Relay Improvement Association Board of Directors 2015-2017 

President- Rob Mintz, robandbeth@raincity.com, 443-304-2459  
Vice-President- TBD  

Secretary- Karen Sampson Hoffman, karensampson95@yahoo.com, 716-410-1096  
      Treasurer- Harry Frank, doggerflog21228@aol.com, 410-952-8271       

Letter from the President 
This time of year we all expect the winter to settle 
in for a few weeks of serious cold and snow. My 
vegetable garden expects to be sleeping quietly 
under a soft blanket of the white stuff hidden from 
our hungry bunnies and those other woodland 
friends. Most years this is perfectly normal, but this 
fall and winter have been anything but normal. 
Christmas day was close to 70 degrees. Our squirrel 
friends find themselves with way too much time on 
their hands. (Paws?) They have collected so many 
acorns and walnuts I cannot find one left anywhere 
in the lawn. We all know this weather is a bit of a 
fluke, but it provides a great opportunity to get out 
and share the warmer days with friends and 
neighbors.  
 
This fall we had many of 
these opportunities, 
perhaps most notably the 
annual Senior Luncheon 
organized and 
magnificently run by our 
neighbors Donna 
Murphy and Cindy 
Hedeman Shreve (right). 
Thank them when you 
see them. They are truly 
treasures of the 
neighborhood. 
 
We also had the chance to join Bob and Lisa Young 
and Dolores and Herb Plitt as they hosted wonderful 
covered dish dinners. The dinners are a good way to 
meet your neighbors and there is no better way to 
remember when they are happening than to host one 
yourself. We are always looking for hosts. 
 

Speaking of volunteering, there are many ways you 
can volunteer a little of your time to help make this 
community healthy, safe, beautiful and an all-
around great place to live. If you would like to find 
out more about how you can get involved, consider 
coming to the next neighborhood meeting on 
February 8th or call or email any of us listed at the 
top of this newsletter. If you have ideas for new 
ways to build community and to keep our 
neighborhood thriving, please share them. We are 
always ready to try something new. 
 
With the warmth of this winter still in mind, Beth 
and I decided this might be a good year to look into 
the cause of the drafts around our windows and 
doors. It has been almost a decade since we bought 
this house, and the windows were already older 
replacements then. While arranging for our new 
windows, we also discovered that our house, like 
almost every house of this age, has some layers of 
lead paint. Fortunately, our contractor understands 
that the laws related to lead paint are there to protect 
the workers, home owners and the environment. If 
you decide to do a home improvement project, 
please take a little time to figure out what should be 
done to protect yourself and to respect the 
regulations. If you need a recommendation for a 
contractor, don’t hesitate to ask your neighbors. We 
are happy to share. Wait…is that snow?  Oh no! 
 
I  
am 
eager 
for 
spring 
to  
get 
here.  

February, 2016   
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
February 8 - RIA General Meeting   
February 17 – Relay Bookies 
February 17 – Board of Education Public 
Hearing at Catonsville High School. 7PM 
February 21 - Covered Dish at Hergenhans 
March 16 – Relay Bookies 
March 20 – Covered Dish at Treveys 
April 17 - Covered Dish – (TBD) 
April 18 – Newsletter Deadline for Submission 
April 20 – Relay Bookies 
 
RIA GENERAL MEETING – Monday, 
February 8 at 7:30 PM  
Please join us at the next community meeting.   
Thanks to Rob Dyke, Park Manager for the 
Patapsco Valley State Park who talked about the 
park and its use at the last meeting. 
 
Please Become a Relay Improvement Association 
Member 
Please help support your community by becoming a 
member of the RIA.  RIA $15 annual membership 
dues are currently due for the fiscal year covering 
January 1 – December 31, 2016. Your dues help 
offset the cost of this newsletter, help defray the 
costs of maintaining the Town Hall, and provide the 
seed money for many of our community events.  
RIA members in good standing will receive a 
discount on Town Hall rental rates.  Please 
complete the membership form enclosed with this 
newsletter and return it today!  Or go to 
www.relaymaryland.com to print a form.  We need 
everybody to participate by joining, even if you 
cannot volunteer for projects and events. 
 
SWES – Special 
call for tuna, 
peanut butter and 
mac and cheese. 
Please continue to 
bring your non-
perishable food for 
SWES to the RIA 
general meeting.  
We have had word 
that they are most in 
need of tuna, peanut 
butter and mac and 
cheese. Thanks to Lucy McKean for transporting 
the food to SWES. 

RELAY BOOKIES – Wednesday, February 17 
The Bookies meet on the third Wednesday of the 
month at the Town Hall or a neighbor’s home at 
7:30 p.m.  We share snacks, wine, and perspectives 
on the current book.  We selected our books for the 
rest of the year.  See the website or the shelf at the 
Arbutus Public Library.  Yes, they are once again 
holding books for us.  Our thanks to Linda Kacur 
for pursuing this goal for us.  We hope you will 
consider joining us for the entertaining book 
discussions. The next book will be Transatlantic 
by Colum McCann.    
 
NEXT COVERED DISH – Sunday, February 21 
6-8 PM 
Our thanks to Kathy Trevey for volunteering to 
coordinate the covered dish dinners this year.  All of 
us thank Laura Vetock for doing this for the past 5 
years.  If you are interested in hosting a covered 
dish at your home on the third Sunday of the month 
from 6-8 p.m., please contact Kathy at 
kathleennt61@comcast.net or  410-737-9319. We 
have community dinners nine months of the year, 
January-June and September-November.   

 
 

Thanks to Bob and Lisa Young (pictured above) 
and Herb and Delores Plitt, for hosting wonderful 
dinner parties. Several new neighbors joined the 
group for the first time and we welcomed them to 
the neighborhood.   
 
Next covered dish events:  
February 21 – Hergenhan’s home 
March 20 – Trevey’s home 
April 17 – TBD 
Covered dish addresses are included in the reminder 
emails sent to the RIA membership or you can use 
www.whitepages.com.  
If you are interested in hosting a covered dish, 
please contact Kathy at 410-737-9319 
kathleennt61@comcast.net.  
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GREAT SENIOR LUNCHEON!! 
Our heartfelt thanks to out to Donna Murphy and 
Cindy Hedeman Shreve for a spectacular Senior 
Luncheon. The decorations were beautiful, the food 
delicious and the Seniors had a great time.  Some 
comments from attendees: 
 “A heroic effort.’ Lucy McKean 

 
“Happy to be here.” Evelyn Galvin 
 
“Nice to see people I haven’t seen in years – some 
since elementary school and I won’t tell you how 
long ago that was.”  Janet Bruns 

 
 
“It was a nice event and I’ll be 89 this year.  My 
secret to long life is that you’ve got to keep 
moving.”  Shirley Crook, pictured above with her 
daughter. She used to live in St. Denis. 
 
MEN’S CLUB  
Men’s Club meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of 
every month. For information, contact Ed Hardester 
at edward.hardester@ngc.com, 443-257-9981. 
 

 
RELAY ELEMENTARY UPDATE 
Committee Selects Southwest Area Elementary 
School Redistricting Plan  
The Southwest Boundary Committee, composed of 
parents, school representatives, and community 
members, selected a redistricting plan in mid-
December. The selected plan will be recommended 
to the Board of Education on February 2, there will 
be a Board of Education public hearing in the 
Catonsville High School auditorium on February 17 
at 7 PM, and the Board of Education is expected to 
vote on the selected plan March 1. 
 
The boundary change process is part of efforts to 
relieve overcrowding in the Southwest area. In 
addition, several new elementary schools are being 
built. In the fall 2016, replacement schools for 
Catonsville and Westchester Elementary schools 
will open, as well as an addition at Westchester 
Elementary. Relay’s new elementary school is 
expected to open in the fall 2017.  
 
The web page of the Baltimore County Public 
Schools 
 (https://www.bcps.org/construction/southwest) has 
a map of the selected plan. In addition, data tables 
for the southwestern elementary schools show the 
percentage of facility utilization, demographics, and 
the number of students from each school who will 
move to other schools. 
 
The new Relay Elementary School will have 
capacity for 689 students; 661 students are expected 
to be enrolled at Relay. Most students currently 
zoned for Relay in 2015-16 will remain at Relay 
(482 students), with 2 students currently zoned for 
Relay moving to Arbutus if the boundary 
redistricting is approved and implemented. In 
addition, 72 students zoned for Arbutus in 2015-16 
will be moved to Relay, and 60 students zoned for 
Halethorpe will move to Relay. 
 
A December 17 article in Baltimore Sun also 
describes the selection of the boundary change plan: 
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/balti
more-county/catonsville/ph-ca-at-redistricting-
elementary-school-catonsville-20151217-
story.html. 
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DECEMBER, 2016 HOUSE TOUR PLANNING  
The RIA will once again be sponsoring a holiday 
house tour on December 3, 2016.  If you are 
interested in being on the tour, please let any 
member of the Executive Committee know ASAP.  
We are looking for 5-7 volunteers.  If your house is 
being restored or you have finished a project you 
wish to show the world, please let us know!  If you 
wish to finish a project by December and want the 
tour date as inspiration and motivation, that works 
for us too! 
 
SERVICE BANNER IN THE NEWS 
We are proud of a recently published article in the 
Sun.  Some excerpts are here. 
 
Clifton Faith lived in Relay and died in France 
during the first World War.  Back home, some 
women stitched a white star on a cotton banner to 
remember him. They put two other stars on the 
banner for men who died during World War I, and 
54 blue stars for those who made it back.  They 
framed it using glass and wood from a window, and 
hung it up in what was then the Relay Library.  No 
one knows when or why, but one day it was taken 
down and put away inside that building. And it 
stayed there for decades, until a few years ago when 
longtime Relay resident Richard Gloth found it 
tucked away inside what is now the Relay Town 
Hall. 
 
The force of time was evident in stains, tears and 
breaks on the red border surrounding the stars. 
Gloth, his friend Ray Chism and others decided by 
2017 — the centennial of America's entrance into 
what was called the "Great War" — they would 
have the banner restored. 
 

Ray Chism looks at documents, including a photo of Clifton 
Faith, a man from Relay who died during World War I.   

 
"It was hidden away, I guess, for a long time," 
Chism said.  Gloth died in October, with the banner 
well on its way to restoration.  
 
According to Chism the community has donated 
more than $4,000 to the cause.  "I remember 
thinking, 'My God, we're never going to be able to 
raise this kind of money,'" Chism said. "This is a 
little, tiny community."  But the residents surprised 
him.  "Some people have given a lot, some people 
have given a couple dollars, but they're still giving 
us some," he said.  There is also a World War I 
plaque in the community, at the former Relay 
Elementary School building. Chism hopes to move 
the plaque to town hall when the banner is 
complete. 
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/balti
more-county/arbutus-lansdowne/ph-at-relay-banner-
0106-20160105-story.html 
 
WELCOME TO RELAY BASKETS 
If you have new neighbors, send their name and 
address to Barbara Reeves (breeves@comcast.net) 
or Dot Teipe (dteipe@comcast.net) so they can be 
included in the next basket distribution. 
 
PERSONALS 
We bid a fond farewell to Al and Doreen DeSa who 
moved to Hilton Head Island in early January.  We 
will miss them terribly, but are happy they are some 
place warm! 
 
Al and Doreen were active participants in the Relay 
Improvement Association for many years and made 
major contributions to the health of our community.   
We wish them good health and happiness- and hope 
they come back often to visit! 
 
Tune in on Saturday, March 12 to “It’s Academic” 
to see Relay resident Julian Mintz and team 
compete in the academic challenge.   The show airs 
at 10:00 a.m. on WJZ-TV, channel 13.    
 
Congratulation to Maureen Potter on her 50th 
birthday on February 4! 
 
THANK YOU!!! 
Thanks to this edition’s contributors: Faith and Bill 
Hermann, Rob Mintz and Ann Fishman for their 
valuable contributions. 
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Relay Improvement Association - 2016 Calendar of Events 

 
 
 

Event Date Contact 
Men’s Club February 4, 2016 Ed Hardester 
RIA General Meeting February 8, 2016 Rob Mintz 
Relay Bookies February 17, 2016 Faith Hermann 
Men’s Club February 18, 2016 Ed Hardester 
Covered Dish Dinner- Hergenhans February 21, 2016 Kathy Trevey 
   
Men’s Club March 3, 2016 Ed Hardester 
Relay Bookies March 16, 2016 Faith Hermann 
Men’s Club March 17, 2016 Ed Hardester 
Covered Dish Dinner - Treveys March 20, 2016 Kathy Trevey 
   
Men’s Club April 7, 2016 Ed Hardester 
Covered Dish Dinner April 17, 2016 Kathy Trevey 
Newsletter Submission April 18, 2016 Caroline Wellman 
Relay Bookies April 20, 2016 Faith Hermann 
Men’s Club April 21, 2016 Ed Hardester 
   
Men’s Club May 5, 2016 Ed Hardester 
RIA General Meeting May 9, 2016 Rob Mintz 
Community Cleanup TBA Rob Mintz 
Covered Dish Dinner May 15, 2016 Kathy Trevey 
Relay Bookies May 18, 2016 Faith Hermann 
Men’s Club May 19, 2016 Ed Hardester 
   
Men’s Club June 2, 2016 Ed Hardester 
Covered Dish Dinner June 12, 2016 Kathy Trevey 
Relay Bookies June 15, 2016 Faith Hermann 
Men’s Club June 16, 2016 Ed Hardester 
   
Men’s Club July 7, 2016 Ed Hardester 
Men’s Club July 21, 2016 Ed Hardester 
   
Men’s Club Aug 4, 2016 Ed Hardester 
Men’s Club Aug 18, 2016 Ed Hardester 
Newsletter Submissions August 18  Caroline Wellman 
   
Men’s Club Sept 1, 2016 Ed Hardester 
RIA General Meeting Sept 12, 2016 Rob Mintz 
Men’s Club Sept 15, 2016 Ed Hardester 
Community Yard Sale Sept 17, 2016 Bill & Faith Hermann 
Covered Dish Dinner Sept 18, 2016 Kathy Trevey 
Relay Bookies Sept 21, 2016 Faith Hermann 
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EMERGENCY  NUMBERS  

EMERGENCY PLEASE CALL: 911 

BGE POWER OUTAGE: 877-778-2222 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICE BALTIMORE COUNTY: 410-887-5996 

SNOW REMOVAL HIGHWAYS: If you believe your street was not plowed, contact the Bureau of Highways 
at snow@baltimorecountymd.gov or 410-887-3560 

 UTILITIES BALTIMORE COUNTY: 410-887-5210  

EMERGENCY SEWER SERVICES BALTIMORE COUNTY: 410-887-7515 (backups) 

BALTIMORE CITY WATER DEPT: 410-396-5352 (loss of water, water main breaks, low water pressure) 

STATE HIGHWAYS ADMINISTRATION: Owings Mills Shop, 410-363-1315, would be the contact for the 
Catonsville area . The main office 410-229-2300. The maintenance shops will be open throughout the storm.  
The State Highway Administrations Statewide Operations Center # is 410-582-5650 (they are open 24 hours) 

Event Date Contact 
Men’s Club October 6, 2016 Ed Hardester 
Wine and Cheese Party October 7, 2016 Linda & John Kacur 
Relay Day Festival TBA TBA 
Covered Dish Dinner October 16, 2016 Kathy Trevey 
Newsletter Submissions October 18, 2016 Caroline Wellman 
Relay Bookies October 19, 2016 Faith Hermann 
Men’s Club October 20, 2016 Ed Hardester 
   
Senior Luncheon  TBA TBA 
Men’s Club November 3, 2016 Ed Hardester 
RIA General Meeting November 14, 2016 Rob Mintz 
Relay Bookies November 16, 2016 Faith Hermann 
Men’s Club November 17, 2016 Ed Hardester 
Covered Dish Dinner November 20, 2016 Kathy Trevey 
   
Men’s Club December 1, 2016 Ed Hardester 
Relay Historic House Tour December 3, 2016 TBA 
Men’s Club December 15, 2016 Ed Hardester 
Relay Bookies December 21, 2016 Faith Hermann 
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R
elay, M
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V

oting M
em

bership is available to adults (18 years of age or older) living w
ithin or ow

ning property w
ithin the boundaries of the R

elay 
Im

provem
ent A

ssociation (R
IA

).  B
oundaries are the Patapsco R

iver to the South, R
oute 1 and H

erbert R
un to the East, I-95 to the N

orth,  
and Selford A

venue above I-95 to the W
est, including hom

es on both sides of G
un R

oad to the State Park property line. 
 R

IA
 m

em
bership provides the right to vote on m

atters presented at the R
IA

 G
eneral M

eetings and discounts to R
IA

 sponsored 
events.  R

IA
 m

em
bers in good standing w

ill receive a discount on all T
ow

n H
all rentals. 

 A
n A

ssociate m
em

bership is available to anyone w
ho lives outside our boundaries.  A

ssociate m
em

bers w
ill receive the new

sletter and 
discounts on R

IA
 sponsored events.  A

ssociate m
em

bers cannot vote on m
atters presented at the R

IA
 G

eneral M
eetings and pay regular rates 

for Tow
n H

all rentals. 
 D

ues are $15.00 per m
em

ber. 
 Please com

plete the follow
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 and return it w
ith your check m

ade payable to the R
IA

.  Please do not send cash through the m
ail. 
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ail A
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D
onation for m

aintenance of R
elay T

ow
n H

all: 
 

 
 

D
onation for W

W
I Flag R

estoration: 
 

 
 

T
otal am

ount of check: 
 

    
Please help defray our m

ailing costs.  C
heck here to receive your new

sletter via e-m
ail. 

 
 

 
 

PLEA
SE N

O
TE:  D

ues paid now
 are for the calendar year 2016 (January 1- D

ecem
ber 31, 2016). 
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