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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 
 
Happy New Year!  Relay opened 2013 with its 
second annual New Year’s Eve party.  My first wish 
for you and yours is for happiness and health in the 
coming months.  Actually January is my favorite 
month of the year.  It seems a time to clear my head 
and strengthen my resolve.  A few snow days to 
relax and read wouldn’t be bad either.  
 
As far as the Relay Improvement Association goes, 
our organization is in relatively good shape.  
Financially we are in the black.  In December, we 
put $1200 in our savings account in order to grow 
our emergency contingency fund.  Every three 
months we will add 10% of our checking account 
balance to this fund, as agreed upon at the 
November meeting.  Dare I say that the Town Hall 
is in the best shape it’s been in since it was built in 
1910, and rentals look strong for the beginning of 
the year? 
 
Membership increased to 174 in 2012, which brings 
me to my second point.  Thanks to Kim’s 
meticulous record keeping I am aware that quite a 
few people who were members in the past did not 
send in their dues for 2012.   If they are anything 
like me their intentions were good, but so many 
things came up and the membership form was  

 
 
pushed to the bottom of the pile.  Why join at all?  
Does it matter?  I say, “Yes, absolutely.”  Without a 
vibrant organization, many of the perks that make 
Relay a desirable place to live would be gone.   
 
With RIA membership you help keep our 
community strong. We have quarterly meetings 
where our state delegates and local leaders keep us 
abreast of legislation that affects our area, as well as 
other informative speakers. Newcomers receive 
welcome baskets and valuable information.  We 
prepare meals for neighbors with short term medical 
needs.  We share a covered dish dinner once a 
month and have the opportunities to be in book club 
and men’s club.  And we have fun together! We 
have softball games, Relay Day, Relay Tea, House 
Tour, Senior Luncheon, Wine and Cheese Party, 
and a fabulous New Year’s Celebration.  We watch 
out for each other (like the time a drug dealer was 
working in our neighborhood) and we let people 
who can do something about it know. Our crowning 
jewel is the Town Hall and it is kept in repair so that 
we can meet and party together.  If you’re a 
member, you get a discount to rent this amazing 
space (but not for non-members, though they 
continue to ask and make things awkward).  These 
things don’t happen in most towns and we are proud 
of the community and volunteer spirit that keeps us 
together.  
 
So, please complete the membership form and send 
in your $15.  You will not receive the other three 
newsletters by mail or email this year if you do not.   
Come March or April if you have not joined, but 
were members in the past, please allow me to call.  
You can blast me off the universe, but my guess is 
that like me, your form slipped under the 
refrigerator and a million other “to do’s” took its 
place. 
 

February, 2013 
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MEMBERSHIP CHAIR VACANCY 
The RIA is in search of someone to take over 
membership and send community bulletins out to 
members. After many years of serving as 
membership chair, Kim Box is stepping down.  
Thank you, Kim, for the excellent job you have 
done. This job requires computer skills.  An 
accurate list of members, addresses and emails 
needs to be updated regularly.  Anyone who would 
like to serve the community in this capacity should 
contact Theda Mayer at 410-737-9319.   
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
February 11- RIA General Meeting-Town Hall 
February 17 – Covered Dish (Hergenhan) 
February 20 – Bookies Meeting 
March 16 – Relay History Day – Town Hall 
March 17 – Covered Dish (Potter) 
March 20 – Bookies Meeting 
April 17 – Bookies Meeting 
April 29 – RIA Meeting Agenda Review 
 
RIA GENERAL MEETING – Town Hall – 
February 11, 7:30 PM   
We are pleased to announce that our guest speaker 
will be Karin Brown, from the Baltimore County 
Department of Planning. She will provide an 
overview on what kinds of home improvements are 
eligible for Baltimore County Historic Property Tax 
Credits. She will explain how the tax credit is 
applied and the procedure for obtaining the tax 
credit. She can answer any questions you might 
have about the process. 
We will be collecting Food for SWES at our next 
general meeting. 
Thanks again to the Jacksons for presenting about 
solar energy at our November meeting. 
 
COVERED DISH  - February 17 and March 17 -  
Many thanks to Dolores and Herbert Plitt for 
hosting the first covered dish of the year.  
Upcoming covered dish events will be: 
- February 17 from 5:30 to 7:30 at Al and Mary 
Hergenhan’s house on Sutton Ave in St Denis 
(please note the time change). 
- March 17 at Sarah and Steve Potter’s on Forsythia 
Lane from 6 to 8 PM. 
As usual, please bring something to share. Covered 
dish coordinator extraordinaire Laura Vetock is 
looking for hosts for the April and May. If 
interested, please call Laura at 410-302-8511.  

RELAY BOOKIES – Wednesday, February 20, 
March 20 and April 17 - 
The Relay Bookies continue to meet on the third 
Wednesday of the month at the Town Hall at 7:30 
p.m.  Our February book is Wild: From Lost to 
Found on the Pacific Crest Trail  by Cheryl 
Strayed.   At our February meeting, we will also 
select books for the remaining months of 
2013.  Please come with your suggestions and 
recommendations for both fiction and nonfiction 
and a snack or drink to share.  We hope you will be 
able to join us.  
Many thanks to Linda Kacur for hosting the 
Bookies meeting in December.  
 

 
Bookies’ December meeting  
 
MEN’S CLUB -  
Men’s Club meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of 
every month, with about 15 consistent 
members.  We support the community with 
enjoyment 
and passion, 
with a focus 
on preserving 
the Hall and 
volunteering 
for  “special 
days” by 
providing and 
serving food 
and helping with community cleanups.  “For 7+ 
years the same guys show up, it is pretty 
amazing.”  We joke, laugh and enjoy the company 
of our friends and neighbors.  Two members,  Ed 
Hardester and  Richard Gloth on the RIA 
Board  We are humbled by all of the hard work and 
dedication that goes into keeping the hall and the 
rest of Relay in tip-top shape. 
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Thomas Viaduct 
 
RELAY HISTORY DAY -  Saturday, March 16 
11:30 AM – 4:00 PM 
Our history is a big part of what makes Relay and St 
Denis a special place.  
Please come to the Relay 
Town Hall to learn more 
about it. See historical 
photographs and hear a 
Relay and St. Denis 
historical talk by Ray 
Chism (right) at 1PM.  
Admission requested is 
$5 per person to benefit 
the Relay Town Hall 
Maintenance Fund. 
 
EVENTS SINCE THE LAST NEWSLETTER 
NEW YEARS EVE BASH 
A shout out goes to Richard Gloth for organizing 
our second annual New Year’s Eve party.  Our 
theme this year was a Chinese New Year and we 
were joined by the Laughing Buddha.  Thanks to 
the volunteers who made it all possible:Bob Young 
was our DJ, Rose Gloth, Kim Box and Greg Senkus 
organized the delicious food, Bill Hermann helped 
with decorations and Jennifer Stearns lent us the 
beautiful lanterns and butterflies from the props at 
Center Stage. It was a great way to ring in the New 
Year with neighbors and friends.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COOKIE EXCHANGE 
Many thanks to Kim Box and Greg Senkus for 
hosting the 2012 Cookie exchange. Participants 
were (left to right): Caroline Wellman, Linda and 
John Kacur Rose Gloth, Connie Englehart, Lucy 
McKean, Carolyn Williams and Kim Box.   

 
 
LITTLE TOWN OF RELAY-HEM 
A little bit of Bethlehem came to Relay on the 
evening of December 9, complete with angels, 
shepherds, livestock, and, of course, Mary, Joseph, 
and the baby Jesus. This “living nativity” tableau 
(below) was presented every half hour by children 
and adult members of Grace Reformed Presbyterian 
Church on Linden Lane. Pastor Dan Broadwater 
presented a scripture reading recounting the first 
Christmas nativity, and a “heavenly” choir led 
onlookers in Christmas carols and hymns. The 
annual Living Nativity event, first presented 12 
years ago, helps bring the first Christmas to life in 
Relay. 

 
Living Nativity  
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RELAY SOFTBALL GAME 
Last October there was a great softball game 
organized by Frank Meek.  St. Denis was invited, 
but they were unable to make it.  We had a great 
time playing and hope it happens again next 
year…when it’s warm again...if that ever happens… 
 

 
Softball game winners… 
 
OTHER PRETTY AWESOME STUFF 
AWARD–WINNING RIA GARDEN ON-LINE 
We are happy to share that at last Lucy McKean’s 
garden is on-line at the Smithsonian.  To find it go 
to siris.si.edu/.  Second category on the next page is 
Archives, Manuscripts and photograph 
collection.  Click on search catalog under that.  At 
general keyword, type in Glennhurst and that is 
it.   To protect her from the hoards of people who 
would want to come see it in person, there is no 
mention of her name or address.  But we know!  
Our very own local celeb! But what fun! 
 
WELCOME OUR NEW POLICE CAPTAIN 
A hearty welcome to our new Police Captain, 
Douglas Irwin 
http://catonsville.patch.com/topics/Capt.+Douglas+I
rwin. We hope to run into him at RIA meetings and 
community events and we are glad to have him at 
the Wilkins Precinct. We would also like to thank 
our former captain, John A. Spiroff, commanding 
officer of Precinct 1/ Wilkens for an outstanding job 
and his commitment to the community.  
 
WILD LIFE OF RELAY 
Late Night 
Hooting – Though 
Ravens’ fans have 
been making their 
share of noise this 
year, winter is 
actually the best 
time to hear owls. 

Why? Large raptors are the earliest breeding of all 
of Maryland’s birds and they make a variety of 
noises as part of their ‘dating’ ritual. The two owls 
most likely to be seen/heard in Relay are the Great 
Horned Owl (right), who starts pairing up in early 
January and the Barred Owl, who begins in 
February. Although it has been a few years, we 
have heard a Horned Owl in the wooded area on 
Viaduct Avenue, and a pair were seen calling from 
the tall trees on Rolling Road. They make a deep 
resonant hoot - the male between 3-5 calls, the 
female lower in pitch with 6-8 calls.  Barred Owl’s 
hoo’s seem to say ‘Who cooks for you? Who cooks 
for you all?” although a noisy pair can also add an 
impressive ‘Hooo-ah’ at the end.  
 
Other Winter Birds - During the winter months 
juncos or ‘snowbirds’ arrive. They are slate-grey 
sparrow-sized birds with whitish bills and 
underbellies. They appear around late November 
and are around our yards until March. Our yard has 
about a dozen juncos every morning, supplemented 
by white-throated sparrows. They have (not 
surprisingly) a white patch on their throats, a white 
stripe over their eyes and, if you can see it closely 
enough, small brilliant yellow patches right above 
their eyes. Even if you can’t get close enough to see 
their fantastic markings, you’ll hear their song. It is 
1 or 2 clear notes, followed by 3 quavering notes of 
a different pitch. It seems to say “Po-or Sam 
Peabody, Peabody, Peabody".  
 
If we get snow, look for red winged blackbirds, 
robins and possibly even cedar waxwings to leave 
the deeper forest regions of the Patapsco Park and 
seek out the feeders and holly trees that grow 
plentifully in Relay. During larger snowstorms try 
scattering bird seed under cover of a porch, pine 
trees or thick bushes such as boxwoods. We did this 
during the big snows of 2009/10 and got an 
amazing number of birds very close to our house. 
 
Preparing for your springtime garden. Map out 
the space you plan to till and what you will grow. 
Prepare stakes for plants likely to fall over (like 
tomato, eggplant or pepper plants). Last year, our 
neighbors gave us a few of their bamboo stalks for 
stakes – this helped them prune back their bamboo, 
was environmentally friendly and came at the right 
price (free!). Just make sure you ask! 
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Some herbs – like tarragon, rosemary, and mint 
sprigs  - can be rooted indoors in a “soilless” potting 
mix to be grown under cool white fluorescent bulbs. 
The new plants can then be set outdoors in pots or 
garden beds come late April or early May. 
 
Check the germination rate of old, questionable 
seed. To check, place 20 seeds on a moistened 
paper towel, roll up the towel, and place it in a 
plastic bag. Put the bag on top of the refrigerator or 
other warm location and check after 5-7 days to see 
what percentage has germinated. Discard seed lots 
with less than 75% (15 out of 20 seeds) 
germination. 
 
If you have some wildlife to report or gardening tips 
to share, please email jermvetock@yahoo.com.  
 
GUN ROAD RURAL DESIGNATION 
The change in the URDL (Urban Rural 
Demarcation Line) was unanimously voted for by 
the Baltimore County Planning Board.  This means 
all of the property along Gun Road east of Patapsco 
Valley State Park over to I-95, with the exception of 
10 acres adjacent to the UMBC Tech Center and the 
convent property, will be rural with a designation of 
DR 5 (one house per 2 acres).  This will stop large-
scale development from occurring since the county 
is not required to provide sewage in a rural area. 
 
DISCOUNTS AT LOCAL RESTAURANTS 
If you happen to like paying less at local 
restaurants, check out www.restaurant.com for 
discounts at Fish Head Cantina, Daniels, Candle 
Light Inn, Furnace Inn and Chappies, among others. 
 
FIXER UPPER MANIA! 
There is one thing that all old houses have in 
common – it seems we’re always working on them. 
Some of us are handy, but others need a helping 
hand.  At times, it can be frustrating to find 
someone willing and able to work on these old 
houses. And some of us have had our share of not-
so-good experiences. One Relay homeowner’s 
contractor was actually in jail while he was 
supposed to be working on their home!  Here at the 
Relay Newsletter, we are asking you to share your 
recommendations based on your personal 
experience. This is a short list below, but if you 
have more recommendations, please send in your 
contacts to the Vetocks at jermvetock@yahoo.com.  

Window Rehabilitation 
Bleak Hill Restoration Inc 
Josh Lewis - 202-438-0754 
* Recommended by Howard Wellman 
 
Plumber 
Marino Plumbing & Heating 
Tony - 410-747-5615 
* Recommended by Theda Mayer 
 
Painters 
Hands on Painters - 410-242-1737 
* Recommended by Jeremy Vetock and Stephen Potter 
 
Jon Sheets - 443-386-1925 
* Recommended by Bill Herman, Richard Gloth, Ray 
Chism 
 
General Contractors 
Terra Tech Builders 
Mark Gregory - 410-935-7670 
* Recommended by Jeremy Vetock 
 
Coastal Builder, Inc. 
Richard Campbell – 410-461-9908 
* Recommended by Theda Mayer 
 
Urban Craftsmen - Master Carpenter 
Greg Senkus – 410-303-8234 
* Recommended by Jeremy Vetock 
 
Roof Work 
Ruff Roofers 
Gavin Stringer - 410-242-2400 
* Recommended by Jeremy Vetock and Howard 
Wellman 
 
Air Conditioning (small-duct systems) 
Sila Heating and Air Conditioning 
John Trancucci - 410-760-2121 
* Recommended by Howard Wellman 
 
Hot Water and Steam Radiator Repair 
All Steamed Up 
Frank and Gordon - 410-321-8116 
* Recommended by Howard Wellman 
 
Asbestos and other Hazard Testing 
K and K Environmental 
Kwesi Morrison - 410-686-8800 
* Recommended by Howard Wellman 
 
Masonry 
John Greco - 443-250-6214 
* Recommended by Sheila Muccio 
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LETTER FROM CATHY AND ANDREW 
PLITT, RELAY RESIDENTS ABROAD 
“Hello from Great Britain! 
 

 
I think I can finally say that we are settled in our 
new home. Our little corner of Cheltenham is a very 
friendly place and we are thrilled to be here. The 
past seven months have been exciting, tiring, 
educational and fun.   
 
Cheltenham is called the center of the Cotswolds 
and is a wonderful location for seeing the 
sites.  One popular way to do this is to go on a 
ramble (hike to you and me) in the Cotswold 
Hills.  Saturday mornings we often go to a new 
village, walk for a few hours on public footpaths 
and have lunch at the village pub.  We have also 
done a little traveling further afield.  Over the 
summer we took several trips to Wales (Snowdonia 
is amazing) and this fall we traveled south to 
Cornwall and north to the Yorkshire coast.  Kathy 
traveled to Krakow, Poland to see the Old Town, 
the Jewish Quarter and visit the Christmas market, 
fabulous! Later this month we'll spend a few days in 
Paris. 
 
It's a different way of life here and takes some 
adjusting to. 
 
Driving on the opposite side of the road has been an 
adjustment. Many roads are very narrow and 
maneuvering through them can be a challenge.   
 
Andrew loves being able to ride his bike to work 
everyday, something that would be difficult in 
Maryland. The motto here is "there is no such thing 
as bad weather, only inappropriate clothing". Lucky 
for him his son works at a bike shop! He enjoys his 
work here, but it is still work, after all.   

For Kathy, being home all the time has taken some 
getting used to. She enjoys visiting the library, 
cooking, seeing films, and has joined a local 
knitting group, book club,  "keep fit" class and a 
women’s group who take daytrips, go on walks and 
to the theater. In October she volunteered for the 
Cheltenham Literature Festival.   
 
Shopping is a daily experience because we have a 
small refrigerator.  We enjoy plenty of choices for 
grocery shopping and the stores also sell beer and 
wine and spirits. There is a tempting variety of 
delicious breads and cheeses. A fishmonger comes 
every Wednesday with a selection of the freshest 
seafood.  
 
In the winter here, darkness comes early in the 
evening, which makes for very long nights! Before 
Christmas the sun set by 4PM. and sunrise was not 
until 8:30 AM. It is odd seeing children going to 
and from school in the dark.  
 
The Royal is our local pub and is a friendly place 
to have a pint and has nice selection of real ales and 
delicious food. It is a meeting place for the 
neighbors, including the dogs of all shapes and sizes 
that come into the pub with their owners.  
We hosted a traditional Thanksgiving for our 
British neighbors.  Andrew cooked our turkey on 
the grill and it was huge hit, as were the green bean 
casserole and pumpkin pie. I think we may have 
started a new tradition. 
 
Our children, Emily and Ian and their friends came 
for a Cotswold Christmas. We cherished the time 
with them and enjoyed showing them around.  We 
covered a lot of ground, traveling to Oxford, Bath, 
Wales, Stratford upon Avon and Stonehenge.  
 
We think of our friends in Relay often and wish you 
all Happy New Year! We saw Chinese Lanterns in 
the sky on New Year's Eve and thought they must 
have made the trans-Atlantic trip very promptly 
from the Town Hall.   Please follow our blog to see 
what we are up to,  Cotswoldtea.blogspot.com” 
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CONDOLENCES  
This has been a very difficult winter and we have 
realized many losses. Our deepest sympathies to the 
following neighbors who have recently experienced 
the loss of loved ones: 
 
Steve and Sarah Potter on the loss of his mother,  
Madelyn Potter who passed away October 20, 2012. 
 
Bill and Faith Hermann on the loss of her mother, 
Ruth Hall, on November 22, 2012. At the family’s 
request, in lieu of flowers, contributions may be 
directed to the Deacons' Fund, Pitts Creek Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 534, Pocomoke City, MD 21851. 
 
Ed and Pat Hardester whose mother, Gertrude 
Goeller Hardester, passed away on December 12, 
2012.  At the family's request, in lieu of flowers, 
donations in Mrs. Hardester’s memory may be 
directed to Gilcrest Hospice Care, Inc. 11311 
McCormick Rd suite 350 Hunt Valley, MD 21031.  
Ed’s brother, Michael Hardester, passed away on 
December 13, 2012.  At the family's request, 
donations may be directed in Michael’s memory to 
either Wounded Warrior Project P.O. Box 758517 
Topeka, KS 66675 or Disabled American Veterans 
attn: gift processing P.O. Box 14301 Cincinatti, OH 
45250-0301 
 
Family and friends of Charles Booker, a long time 
resident of Relay, who died on November 20, 2012.    
 
Art and Barbara Reeves on the loss of her mother, 
Bea Matyas, on January 14, 2013.  A memorial 
service is scheduled for March 9 at 11 a.m. at St. 
Augustine’s in Elkridge.  In lieu of flowers, 
donations in Mrs. Matyas’ memory can be made to 
the Caritas House, 3308 Benson Avenue, Baltimore, 
MD 21227.  

 
Also for Kathy Sweet’s father Dante Zonfrilli who 
died in January.   
 
FELICITATIONS!  
Brandon Branham of Rolling Road passed his 
recent police exam, which makes him eligible for a 
promotion and just got engaged to Clare Desrosiers.  
 
IT TAKES A VILLAGE TO WRITE A 
NEWSLETTER!! 
Thanks to this newsletter’s contributors: Theda 
Mayer, Bill and Faith Hermann, Barb Reeves, 
Howard and Caroline Wellman, Laura and Jeremy 
Vetock, Lucy McKean, Bruce Packal, Mary Beth 
Meek, Kim Box, Ed Hardester and Cathy and 
Andrew Plitt. 
Any articles, comments or photos for the newsletter 
are welcome. Please contact 
caroline.wellman12@gmail.com or 443-799-4042. 
 
EMAIL UPDATE 
You may receive contact information, covered dish 
reminders, crime alert info, etc. via email without 
being an RIA member. If you are interested, please 
send your email to Kim Box at 
RIA.email@comcast.net.  Also, if your email has 
changed, please let her know. 
 
ANNUAL CALENDAR 
For an annual calendar, please go to the website at 
www.relaymaryland.com 
 
TIME TO RENEW YOUR RIA 
MEMBERSHIP!! 
Please encourage your neighbors to come to 
meetings and enjoy the benefits of belonging for a 
mere $15 per year by filling out the following form.   
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Relay Improvement Association Contact List 
 

2013 Relay Improvement Association Membership Form 
 

Voting Membership is available to adults (18 years of age or older) living within or owning property within the 
boundaries of the Relay Improvement Association (RIA).  Boundaries are Route 1 and Herbert Run to the East, Patapsco 
River to the South, I-95 to the North and Selford Avenue above I-95 to the West, including homes on both sides of Gun 
Road to the State Park property line. 
   

Dues are $15.00 per member.  RIA membership provides the right to vote on matters presented at the RIA General 
Meetings and discounts to RIA sponsored events.  RIA members in good standing will receive a 50% discount on all 
Town Hall rentals.      
 

An Associate membership is available to anyone who lives outside our boundaries.  Associate members will receive the 
newsletter and discounts on RIA sponsored events.  Associate members cannot vote on matters presented at the RIA 
General Meetings and pay regular rates for Town Hall rentals. 
 

Please complete the following form and return it with your check made payable to the RIA.  Please do not send cash 
through the mail. 
 

  
Member Name 

1st Line:  Street Address 
2nd Line:  City, State  Zip Code 

1st Line:  Phone Number 
2nd Line:  E-mail Address 

$15 per 
Member 

1     
     
2     
     
3     
     
  Donation to the Relay Improvement Association:  
    Total amount of check:  
 Please help us defray our mailing costs.   

• Check here if you would like to receive your newsletter via e-mail.  [ ]  
• If you wish to receive a mailed copy of the newsletter, please provide a household salutation for your newsletter 

(i.e., Mr. and Mrs. Smith, Box/Senkus Household): _________________________________ 
• PLEASE NOTE:  Dues paid now are for the calendar year 2013 (January 1 – December 31, 2013). 
• Please send check and form to: Relay Improvement Association, P.O. Box 24046, Relay, MD  21227 

Contact Event Telephone E-mail  
Theda President 410-737-9319 theda_mayer@hcpss.org 
Barbara Vice-President 410-247-1947 abreeves@comcast.net 
Rob Secretary 443-304-2459  robandbeth@raincity.com 
Ed Treasurer 410-242-9042 edward.hardester@ngc.com 
Richard Town Hall Manager/New Year’s Gala 410-536-0389  
Karen  Bookies 410-242-2833 Ksha106299@aol.com  
Laura Covered Dish 410-242-5329 jermvetock@yahoo.com 
Doreen House Tour 410-242-3218 ddesa@comcast.net 
Kim Membership 410-737-0230 boxsenkus@erols.com 
Bruce Men’s Club 410-719-7913 thepackals@comcast.net   
Faith Community Relations/Yard Sale 410-242-4134 fchermann@comcast.net 
Bill Nominating/Yard Sale 410-242-4134 wmhermann@comcast.net 
John and Linda Wine & Cheese Party 410-247-9530 victorian_rose@comcast.net 
Greg Zoning/Relay Historic Committee 410-737-0230 boxsenkus@erols.com 
Caroline Newsletter 443-799-4042 caroline.wellman12@gmail.com 


